" INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

i

2, Wilderness Characteristics:

A. Size: The uanit consists of 21,700 acres of public land.

B.  Naturalness: Due to several mining and road latrusioas in the
south portion of the unit, approximately 4,690 acres are
recomnended to be dropped form further consideration. The
remainder of the unit is free of substantial intrusions and
remains in a natural condition.

C. OQutstanding Opportunities:

1. Solitude: The unit size and intricate terrain provides
outstanding opportunities for solitude.

2. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The unit provides
outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation includ-
ing hiking, backpacking, photography, and birdwatching.

D. Supplemental Values: The unit offers outstanding opportuni-
ties for the student of ornithology as well as for birdwatchers.

3. Recommendation: Approximately 17,010 acres are recommended for
further wilderness coausideration.

4, Rationale for Recommendation: The area proposed offers outstanding
opportunities for solitude and for primitive and uncontained recre-
ation.
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Unit No: 2-54
Unit Name:. Aubrex Pcak
1. Area Descrlgcion' This unit 1s characterized by a series of rugged
volcanic buttes and plugs. with colorful precipitous cliffs and
intricate canyons. = The vegetation consists primarily of a palo
verde-saguaro communlty with joshua trees,
2. Wilderness Chatacteristics
A. _Slze: The unit consists of . 20 040 acres of public land with
.an additional state inholdlng of 200 acres. The state land
'was ‘not 1nventor1ed for uildetness suitability )
B. Naturalness: Approximately 4,800 acres 1n the north portion

‘of the unlt is recommended to be dropped from further consider-

‘ation due to an intrusive jeep trail and to historical mining

scars. The remainder of the unit remains in a natural condi-

tion unaffeccad by the works of man.
c. Outstanding Opportunities

1. Solitude:' Slze, topographic and botanical screening, and
the complex character of the landscape combine to provide
ou:standing opportunities for solitude.

2. Primitive and Unconfined Rec;eation: Unit 2-54 offers
outstanding opportunities for hiking, backpacking, sight-
seeing for wildlife and geologic features, and photography.

D. Supglemental‘Values Scenic, geologin and zoological sight-
seeing values enhance the wilderness quality of this unit.
3. Recommendation: Approximately 15,240 acres are recommended for
further wilderness constderation
4, Rationale for Recommendation: The area'proposed offers outstanding
opportunities for solitude and for primitive and unconfined. recreation.
MC/6a(9/79)

Unit No:
Unit Name:

1.

INTENSTVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

2-56
Black Mesa

Area Description: The unit consists of a large volcanic mesa,
approximately 6 miles loug and 4 miles wide, which slopes gently
toward the southwest. The east side has precipltous walls which
rise over 900 feet above the hills below. The mesa top 1s dissected
by numerous small canyons which drain to the south and west. The
vegetation consists primarily of a palo verde-saguaro community.

Unit No:
Unit Name:

1.

which
hills
plain
HWash.

2. Wilde

Area Descripcion:
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INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

2-57

Centennial Wash

The unit consists of a small network of hills
rise gently above the surrounding lowlands. South of these
the terrailn consists of a low southwest drainlng outwash
dissected by several small washes which drain into Centennial

A.

B.

Slze:

Haturainess:

rness Characteristics:
The unic contains 6,500 acres of public land.

Most of the west portion of the unit centered
around Centennial Wash and its nuperocus tributaries remains in
a natural state. The southeast portioa of the unit is impacted
by several exploration trails and prospects, and an area in

the north and northeast portlon of the unit is impacted by
mining scars. '

Qutstandlng Opportunities:

o

3. Recommendacion:

4, Rationale for Recommendation:

1.4 Solitude: Although portions of the unit offer some
opportunity for solitude, these are limited by the lack

of vegetative and topographic screening and by the presence

of the works of man.

2. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The unit offers
opportunities for botanical sightseeing and for bird-
‘watching, but these cannot be considered outstanding when
compared to others of its kind.

Supplemental Values: Since this unit does not meet all of
the above criteria cthis narrative is not applicable.

This unit does not qualify for wilderness -study.

The unit lacks opportunities for

solitude or for a primitive recreation.

MC/6a(9/79)
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INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

-2=58 ~ o _
Unit Name: Rawhide Mountains

1.  Afea Description:
jnmediately west of Lake Alamo State Park.

This unit is located in west-central Arizona
The unit ‘is in both

‘Hohave and Yuma counties, and includes portions of the Rawhide

and Buckskin Mouatains.

The topography is characterized by low

hills, rugged peaks, and the 600 foot deep Bill Willfams River

canyon which meanders 8 miles through the unit.

Biologically the

unit is of Lower Sonoran life zone, consisting of palo verde-
saguaro and creosote-bursage communities.

2, Wilderness Characteristics:

A. Size:

The initial inventory unit contained approximately-

71,900‘acres, plus an additional 1,920 acres in private intoldings.

B. Naturalness: Man-made features, primarily in the form of
mining operations and access roads render portions of the unit

unnatural,

Three mines in the north-central portion, one in

the_northwest, two in the southwest, and two mines in south-
central portions of the unit impair wilderness suitabilicty in

thoge immediate areas.

Jeep trails in the Butler Valley and a

powerline aud service trail in the southeast portion of the

.unit render that area unnatural. The above intrusions eliminate
approximately 9,600 acres.

C. OQutstanding Opportunities:

1.

2.

Solitude: The unit's size,.topography and vegetative
screening provide an outstanding opportunity for solitude.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Many forms of
primitive recreation present themselves in this unit.
The varied terrain, presence of perennial water and
outstanding scenery provide excellent opportunities Ffor
backpacking, hiking, sightseeing, photography, and bird-

-watching.

D. Supplemental Values: This unit's pereunial river, the Bill
W;lliams, has carved a scenic and intricate canyon, featuring
a well developed riparian community.

3. ' Recommendation: Approximately 62,300 acres are proposed for further
wilderness study.

4, Rationale for Recommendation: The area proposed remains in 4

natural condition, and provides an outstanding opportunity for
primitive recreation and solitude.

MC/6a(9/79)
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Unit No: 2-59
Unit Name: Arrastra Mountain

1. Area Description: This unit is located in the séutheast corner of
Mohave County approximately 20 miles southeast of Wikieup and 8
miles nocrtheast of Alamo Dam.
Maria Rivers are included in the unit.
is a large diverse avea (10 miles by 14 miles), Eeaturing portions
of the Poachie and Artillery Mountains.
rugged peaks, deep winding canyons, volcanic mesas and rolling

Vegetation is of both Lower and Upper Sonoran Life Zone.

(Sonoran desertscrub with mohave desertscrub influence, and chaparral).

hills.

2, Wilderness Characteristics:

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Sections of the Bilg Sandy and Santa
The Arrastra Mountain unit

The unit 1s punctuated by

A. Size¥ The initial inventory unit consisted of 147,600 acres
- with an additional 640 acres in one state inholding.

B. Naturalness: The majority of this unit retains its pristine
character. Four areas within the unit have lost their natural-
ness due to man's imprint. 1) Area immediately south and
west of Artillery Peak bears scars of uranium exploration. 2)
South of Santa Maria River, evidence of mineral exploration.

3) Range Improvements and access roads in the northeast corner.
4) West end of Poachle Mountains are scarred by mining opera-
tions. These areas are excluded from the Wilderness Study
Area.

C. Outstanding Opportunities:

1.

0. Supplemental Values: Several suppleﬁental-values occur withia

Sblitude: " Opportunities for solitude are -outstanding due
to the large size of the area, wide variety of landforms,
and. the diversity and density of vegetation. :

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Several types of
outstanding recreational opportunities exist in this
wnit. Hiking, backpacking, birdwatching and zoologlcal
sightseeing are present. Perennial water is avallable
throughout most of the unit. :

the unit.
and Santa Maria Rivers provides additional recreational oppor-
tunities as well as opportunities for wildlife.
plant and animal diversity provide an interesting "laboratory"
for the scientist and‘naturalist.
abundant in this unit.

3. Recommendation: AppfoxlmaCely 108,285 acres of this unit are
recommended for further wilderness study.

4. Rationale for Recommendation: This units large, undisturbed area

The presence of perennial water, in the Big Sandy
The unit's

Raptors are particularly

provide excellent. opportunities for solitude and primijtive re;reation.

MC.6a(9/79)



Unit No:
Unit Nawe:

1.

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

2-50
Potts Mountain

Area Déscription: This unit 18 located in southern Mohave County
approximately 12 miles northwest of Alamo Dam. The unit is dominated L.
by Potts Mountain, a 3,378 foot volcanic plug, which rises symmetri-
cally 1,200 feet above the surrounding terrain. The west portion

Unit No:
Unit Name: Dutch Flat

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

2-51

Area Description: This unit consists of a southern portion of
Dutch Flat, a large plain located south and east of Yucca.

of the unit is dominated by two parallel volcanle ridges. The 2. Wilderness Characteristics:
vegetation ists of ~ 5 ' ‘ ;
trgés_ consists of 4 palo verde-saguaro community with joshua A. Size: The unit consists of 17,230 acres of public land.
2, w11defness Characteristics: - B. Naturalness: The majority of the unit remains in a natural
condition with the landscape unaffected by the works of man.
a . : it is disturbed
A. 81ze: Th nit inelud S, 400 In three small areas, the naturalness of the un
A 2Lze eu necludes 00 acres of pu?llc land, by intrusions. These portions have been excluded from further
B. Naturairess: A northfsouéh jeep trail through the center of lconsideration.
the unit effectively divides this unit into two small areas. a1 1
The eastern half, dominated by Potts Mountains, bears several c. Qutstanding OppprtunIF es:
trail d mi . ) ' :
c:ndiiizz mine excavations Tﬁe vest half {9 in a natural 1. Soiitude: Although certain opportunities for solitude do
) exist within the unit, the lack of vegetative and topo-
C. Outstanding Opportunities: graphic screening limit these opportunities.
1. Solitude: The unit's small size and oumber of 1ntrusion§ 2. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The unit does not
severely limit the opportunities for solitude ‘ offer outstanding opportunities for primitive and uncon-
ve R fined tecreatfon. . :
2. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The unit does not
offer outstanding opportunities For primitive and uncon- D. Supplemental Values: Since this unit does not meet all of
fined recreation. the above criteria this nacrative 1s not applicable.
D. Supplemental Values: Since the unit does not meet sll of the 3. Recommendation: This unit does not qualify for wilderness study.
above criteria this narrative is not applicable. 4. Rationale for Recommendation: The unit dogs not offer outstanding
3. Recommendation: This unit does ﬁot qualify for wilderness study. opportunities for either solitude or primitive and unconfined
B L ; recreation,
4, Ratfonale For Recommendation: The area is not of suffictent size
to make practicable fts preservation and use in an unimpared condi-
tion, nor does it offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a
primitive and uncoufined recreation.
MC/6a(9/79) | ¥C/6a(9/79)

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY By -
NARRATTVE SUMMARY

ait No: 2-53 b
nit Name: Planet NE

. Aréa Description: This unit consists of a volcanic flow imntricately
dissected by washes which have cut small narrow canyous. Three
large bagsalt plugs dominate the center of the unit while the south
portion is dominated by a highly dissected "hill and wash" plain
which drains southwest into the Bill Williams River. The vegetation
consists primarily of a sparse palo verde-saguaro community.

. Wilderness Characteris£1c3;~

A. Size: The unit consists of 12,765 acres of ﬁubl@c land.

B. Naturaluess: This unit has been primarily affected by the
forces of nature and remains In a natural condition. The few
. intrusions within the unit are substantially unnoticeable and
do not impair wilderness suitabilicy. '

'C.  OQutstanding Opportunities:

1.  Solltude: The topographlic complexity provides oﬁtstanding
opportunities for solitude. ' .

2.. Primitive and Unconfined Recreatiou: This unit provides
outstanding opportunities for hiking, backpacking, and
geologlical and zoological sightseeing.

D. Supplemental Values: This unit brovideé opportdnitigs for
geological and zoological sightseeing. :

3. Recommeuﬁation: _Appioximételi 12,763 acres are recommended for .
further wilderpness study. '

4. Rationale for Recommendation: This unit offers outstanding opportun-
ities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation.

MC/6a(3/79)



Unit No:

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

2 37/43
Unit Name: WAbazuma Peak
1.  Area Descrigcion'< This unit includes a section of the Hualapai

B. -Naturalness.

D. Suppleméntal Values

Recommendation.

Mountains in west-central Arizona. In less than five miles these

rugged mountains rise precipitiously nearly 5,000 feet above the
desert floar . . . .

Wilderness Characteristlcs

A, Size . This unlc was origlnally treated as two units of 15 000
‘ and 2& 300 acres. However, fleld tnventory determined that
portlons of the way Separating the two units did not¢ meet the
road.ériteria, therefore, the two units were connected. This
new lnirial unit contalns 39,300 acres of public land with an
additioanal 1, 760 acres in private inholdings. The private
lands were not studled for wilderness suitability

An area in the northeast part of the unit was
found to contain numerous jeéep trails. Although they do not
meet the toad ¢riteria, the accumulative jmpact on the natural-
ness necessitates dropping this area from the unit. Two other
small areas along the east boundary of the unit were also
found to be incruded and were dropped from further consider-

. ation.. The remaining fmpacts do not substantially impair

_naturalness. T :

C. Qutstanding Opportunities: -

1.. Solitnae:‘ Sizé, dense vegetation, and rugged topography
ptovldé'an'ducstanding opportunity -for solitude.

2. Primitive and chonfined Recreation This unit provides
opportunities for hiking, backpacking. and botanical and
zoological sightseeing.

Due to the number  of végecacive zones
within. the unitc there is an outstanding opportunity for biolog—
ical and ecological observation and study.

Approxlmately 37 450 acres are recommended for
Eurther wilderuness study.

Rationale for Recommenda:10n° The area proposed offers outstanding

opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation, and is a
natural condltion.

MC/6a(9/79)

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Unit No: 2-46
Unit Name: Natural Cotrrals Wash
1. Area Description: This unit is on the east slope of the southern

extention of the Hualapai Mountains in west-central Arizona direccly
west and adjacent to the town of Wikieup. 'The unit 1s characterized
by a large plain and bajada, and by rolling hills which rise
westwardly up to 4,728 feer. Vegetation consists of palo verde—
saguaro and chapdrral compunities with some juniper.

2. Wilderness Characteristics:

A. Size: 22,000 acres of public land with 680 acres in private
in holdings. ' The private lands were not studied for wilderness
suitabilicy. ’

B. Naturalness: With the exception of a few small areas the uunit

" was considered to be essentislly natural.

C. Qutstanding Opportunities:

L. Solitude: Due to the number of intrusloans within the
unlt and to the close proximity to Wikieup, the unit does
aot offer outstanding opportunities for solitude.

2. Primitive and Unconfined Récreation: Opportunities for
primitive recreation are limited due to the uaiform
terrain and number of latrusions.

D. Supplemental Values: Since this unit does not meet all of the
above criteria this narrative is not applicable.

3. Recommendation: This unit does not qualify for wilderness study.

4. Ratlonale for Recommendation: This unlt»lacks outstanding opportun—
ities for solitude and primitive recreation.

MC/6a(9/79)

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
’ NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Unit Ho: 2-48
Unit Name:

Dugwell Canyon

This unit is located in west-central Arizona 9
miles west of Wikieup. It s on the eastc slope of the southern
extention of the Hualapal Mountains. Vegetation coasists of a
Chaparral community with some pinyon and juniper.

1. Area Description:

2. Wilderness Chacracteristics:
A. Size: 17,700 acres of public land.

B. MNaturalness: While much of the land in this unit remains in
a natural state,
the unit attest to the historic as well as presenc human

activity.

c. Qutstanding Opportunities:

1. Solftude: The northwest and southwest portions of the
unit offer good opportunities for solitude; however,
these are limited by the area size. Throughout most of
the unit the frequent occurence. of human impacts liwmit.
the potential for solitude.

2. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation.
prlmitive recreation are limited due to the uniform
terrain and frequent occurrence of intrusions.

D. Supglemental Values:
above criteria this nacrative 15 not applicable.

3. Recommendation: .This unit does not quallify for wilderness study.

4, Rationale for Recommendatlon: This unit lacks opportunities for
solitude and primitive recreation.

MC/6a(9/79)
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Unit No:

INTENSTVE WILDERNESS TNVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

2-63
Unit Name: Sarnta Maria River g“
n
1. Area Description: This unit is located in southwestern Yavapai 1.

Recomnendation:

County about 6 miles south of Bagdad. It consists of rollin
hills, a'portion of the Santa Maria River plain, and a Eairl8
complex network of side canyons. Vegetation consists mostlyyof a
palo verde-saguaro community with some mesquite. A cottonwood-
willow community occurs in the major side canyon within the unit.

Wilderness Characteristics:

A. Size: This unit contains 14,462 acres of public land. An
additional 880 acres of private fnholdings also occur, but was
not inyentoried for wilderness suitability. ’

B. Naturalness: Many range improvements, prospecting scars, and
road and trall access to these intrusions render the easé half
and the northern quarter of the unit unnatural. The remaining
5,410 acres surrounding the canyon area in the southwest
corner are free of intrusions.

C. Qutstanding Opportunities:

1. Solitude: Although the opportunities for solitude are
good in the natural canyon area and along the river, the

restrictiveness of the travel corridors limits this
opportunity. '
2. Primitive and Ynconfined Recreation: Opportunities for

hiking, nature photography, and birdwatching are good but
are not conslidered to be outstanding.

D. Supplemental Values: Since this unit does not meet all of
the above criteria, this narrative is not applicable.

4. Rationale for Recommendation:

This unit does not qualify for wilderness study.

Rationale for R?commendation: Most of this unit displays noticeable
evidence of man's presence. The opportunities for solitude or

Eri:itive recreation are not outstanding among others of their
ind.

MC/6a(9/79)

3. Recommendation:

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

it No: 2-65
{t Name: Greenwood Peak

The unit contains the north end of the Poachie

d Peak being the dominant feature. Portions
of the Burro Creek canyon is included within the unit. The vegeta-
tion consists primarily of a palo verde-saguaro community with-
chaparral at the higher elevations.

Area Description:

Mountalns with Greeanwoo

Wilderness Characteristics:

9,400 acres of public land with an

A. Size: The unit consists of
The private land

Sdditional 640 acres in private inholding.
was not inventoried for wilderness suitabllity.

An area of approximately 4,000 acres is recom-
further consideration due to the

1 trails and range {mprovements. The

fns in a natural condition unaffected

B. Naturalness:
mended being dropped from
impacts created by severa

remainder of the unlt rema
by the works of man.

C. Oucstanding»Oggortunities:

1. Solitude: Opportunlty for solitude is 1imited by the
small size and irregulat shape of the unit.

Although some

2, primitive and Unconfined Recreationt
this 1is

opportunity for primitive recreation occutrs,
limited by the size and shape of the unit.
Since this unit does not meet all of

D. Supplemental Values:
his narrative is not applicable.

the above criteria t

This area does not qualify for wilderness study.

: Due to the small slze and irregular

shape, the unit does not offer outstanding opportunities for either

solitude or primitive recreation.

MC/6a(9/79)

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
NARRAIIVE SUMMARY

Unit No; 2-67
Unit Name: Pine Creek

1. Area Descriptioan: The unit consists of a portion of the upper

ceaches of -Burro Creek surrounded by a broad, gently rolling mesa.
Pine Creek cuts into the mesa in the northeast corner. The vegeta-
tion consists primarily of a chaparral community with some juniper
and pinyon.

1. w11derness-Characterisﬁics:
A. gize: This unit consists of 9,900 acres of public land.

Due to the imprint of man, uait 2-67 does not

B. Naturalness:
Several

contain 5,000 contiguous acres in a natural condition.
ways and range improvements impact the paturalness.

C. Qutstanding Opportunities:

1. Solitude: Although some opportunities. for solitude occur
these are limited by the presence of intrusions and by
the unit's small size.

2. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation:
ities For hiking, backpacking, photography and bird-
watching occur in portions of the unit.

D. Supplementél Values: Since this unit does not meet all of
the above criteria this narrative is not applicable.

. Recommendation: This unit does not qualify for wilderness study.

Rationale for Recommendation: Due to the small slze and- lack of
naturalness this area does not qualify for wilderness study.

MC/6a(9/79)
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Unit No:

Unit Name:

1. Area Description:
" County, approximately 10 miles southeast of Wikieup.

this

a maze. of crags,

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY
_NARRATIVE. SUMMARY... ... ... — . _ . ..  _

2- 60

Lower Burro Creek

The lower Burro Creek unit 1is located in Mohave
The center of
unlt {s comprised of a Intricately dissécted butte featuring
spires, overhangs and ridges. Burro Creek traverses

8 wiles of the unit, and meanders sharply in an open, but often

steep—walled canyonq.
represenced in the southern portion of the unit.

Vegetatlon is Lower Sonoran with.Upper Sonoran
Both broadleaf

and deserc riparian communities occur.

2. Wilderness Characteristics:.

A.

3. Recommendation:

NaCuralness:

‘southeast portion of che unit.

Size: .The lnventory unic consists of nearly 23,700 acres of
BLM adminlacered land,

Only small portions of this unit have been -
affectéed by man's work. All intrusions except one occur on or
near the unit boundary, the exception being a millsite in the
The remaindér of the unit is
natural : ’ .

Outstanding Opportunities:

1. Solitude: The density of isolated canyons, the meandering
of Burro Creek and its riparian vegetation provide dis-
persed focal points allowing for an outstanding oppor-
tunity to avoid the -sites and sounds of man.

2. Primitive and Unconf ined Recreation The .rugged nature
of the canyon courtry and - perennial waters provide out-
standing backpacking and hiking opportunities The
unit's accessibility enhances one's opportunity. -This ‘acrea is a
favorite of rockhounders, providing geologic sightseeing
as well as botanical ‘end zoological.

Suppleméntal Values: The colorful and rugged canyons and
interesting vegetation combine to produce a unique scenic
area. Six Arizona state-listed Threatened and Unique Wildlife
Species occur within the unit,

Approximately 22,300 acres are recommended for

further wtlderness atudy.

4. Rationale for Recommendation;

The proposed area remafns in a

natural condition, and provides an excellent opportunity for solitude
and primitive recreation.

At No:
4t Name:

-~ INFENSTVE-WILDERNESS—INVENTORY
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

2-61
Kaiser Springs Canyon

Area Description: Unit 2-61 is located in west-central Arizona, 9
miles east of Wikieup and 25 miles northwest of Bagdad. The unit

is characterized by several small basalt mesas which rise 1,000 to
1,400 feet above the surrounding canyons. Vegetacion is Upper
Sonoran, consisting of open chaparral, arid grassland and chaparral-
plnyon—juniper mix.

Wilderness

Characteristics:
A. Size: The inventory unit consists of approximately 10,800
acres of contiguous public lands.

B. Naturalness:.The imprint of man's work is substantially
unnoticeable within the unit. Naturalness is somewhat affected
by 6 windmills and their access ways in the southern portion
of the unit, but are effectively screened by topography and
vegetation.

C. OutstandlngrOnpottunities:

1. Solitude: The unirs small size and open terrain limit
one's opportunity for solitude. Although solitude can be
- found it can not be said to be outstanding.

2. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Good opportunities
for primitive recreation exist but are not considered
outstanding. The lack of variety or challenging terrain
severely limited the recreational opportunities.

D. Supplemental Values: Since this unit does not meet all of
the above criteria this narrative is not applicable.

Recommendation: This unit does not qualify for wilderness study.

Rationale for Recommendation: While this unit {s essentially
natural {t does not provide outstanding opportunities for recreation
or solitude.

MC?6a(9/79)
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Unit No:
Unit Name:

.

INTENSIVE WILDERNESS INVENTORY

" NARRATIVE SUMMARY

2-62

Upper Burro Creek

Ar2a Description: This unit 1s located {n west-central Arizona, 18
miles east of Wikieup and 4 miles northwest of Bagdad. The unit
contains a variety of topographic features. The northern portion
consists of a large, rolling mesa and a rugged tributary canyon of
Frances Creek. Burro Creek runs the entire length of the unit and
features a broad, but deeply incised canyon. Vegetation conslsts‘
of an arid grassland, opemn chaparral, and chaparral- pinyan—juniper
mix, and several riparian communities.

Wilderness Characteristics:

A, Size: This unit contains approximacely 33,300 acres of contig-—
uous public land. An additional 1,900 acres are state owned,
and 640 acres are in private ifoholdings. State and private
lands were not inventoried for wilderness suitabilicy.

B. Naturalness: The majority of the unit remains 1in ad unlmpaired
condition. An eastern portion of the unit along Burro Creek

1s unnatural due to the presence of two pumphouses aad chelir
access road. Range improvements along the Bagdad pipeline
road and Bogle Ranch road render those portions unnatural.

C. Questanding Opportunities:

1. Solitude: Alchough an excellent opportunity for solitude
does exist within the unit, several factors combine to
limit ics outstandingness. The relative flatness of
Goodwin Mesa and the travel corridor of Burro Creek limit
one's ability to be isolated from man.

2. Primitive and Unconfined Recreatioun: This unit provides
an outstanding opportunity for several forms of recreation.
Included are backpacking, hiking, photography, botanical
and zoological sightseeing. The varlation in terraia and
vegetation enhances these opportuulties, as does the
presence of perennial water in Burro Creek.

D. Supplemental Values: The presence of perennial water in
Burro Creek drainage provides for a variety -of plant and
animal life. 267 gpecies of vertebrates including 6 state-
listed Threatened and Unique specles can be found in this

unit. The unit algo has evidence of considerable prehistoric
hablcation.
Recommendation: Approximately 28,190 acres of this unic are recom-

mended for further wilderness consideracion.

Rationale for Recommendation: This unit features outstanding
supplemental values as well as an outstanding opportunity for
primitive recreation The area is. also in a natural state, undis—
turbed by man's activities.

MC/6a(9/79)
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