'Feedback On Public

Comments

During the past comment period,
the Bureau received more than
2,500 letters, coupons, petitions
and form letters, urging-that we

“adopt the “Wyoming Conserv-

ationist WSA Proposal,” which,
in its modified version, is to
designate 50 areas as WSA's
totaling 698,249 acres.

While most of these comments
provided little spegcific informa-
tion or detail on why a particular
unit or units met the criteria for
WSA status, they expressed
severdl public concerns which
BLM has been aware of and
which we would like to restate
here.

First, the public lands are
owned by all citizens collec-
tively, and all citizens have a
right to express their desires for
the management of those areas.

Second, that through increasing
develoment of the public lands,
those areas still in a natural con-
dition are steadily being ;9duced_.

Third, that a potential Wilder

fe have also received more

ness area is, theoretically, ~——than 150 comment sheets, let-

avallable if at some future time
it is determined that the land is
needed for a more urgent use;
an area rendered unnatural be
development is essentially lost
to future consideration as _
wilderness.

Fourth, that in our increasingly
urbanized society, the need for
areas where a person can be
removed from the pressures of
everyday living has become very
important. g

Fifth, that we have an obligation
to future generations of Ameri-
cans to leave some areas of the
nation in a natural state.

Sixth, that we need to preserve
representative areas of the many
and diverse ecosystems that
make up this land; and

Seventh, that because Wyoming
is a high energy potential state
and because we have a boom
economy, we need to move

‘quickly to protect the remaining

wild areas of the state. We at
BLM have had these same
concerns.

ters and petitions from citizens
who.are concerned with the
potential loss of natural re-
sources and attendant liveli-
hoods if certain lands are
“locked up” by a Wilderness
Study Area status. The concerns
of these respondents are also of
concern to BLM. Most of the
concerns expressed by those
against wilderness, such as
loss of resource uses, loss of
vehicle access, loss of access
by the handicapped, limitations
on fire control, and threat of
more rigid control by govern-
ment agencies are concerns
which are certainly legitimate,
and which will be properly ad-

- dressed in the next phase of the
Wilderness Review process.

During the phase just completed,
the Bureau has identified areas
that most people agree possess
wilderness characteristics as set
forth in the Wilderness Act. Fhis
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Supplement to:

does not say that these areas will
or should automatically become- -
wilderness. Now that we have
completed the inventory phase,
these Wilderness Study Areas
will be evaluated in terms of
other resource values such as
timber, minerais, oil and gas and
vehicle access for other uses as
well as recreation use, and again,
public involvement will be sought
to help decide if any particuiar
WSA should be recommended
for designation as wilderness by
the Congress. Over the next sev-
eral years, as the land use plann-
ing areas where these WSA’s are
located become due for updating
and revision, the public will be
called upon again and again to
help decide the best use of the
natural resources these areas

contain.

Land use planning is a dynamic,
ongoing process which requires
active involvment by the public,
state and local governments, and
other federal agencies.
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Wyoming Identifies
Wilderness Study Areas

[ would like to express my appreciation to all of the public and
orgamzatlon leaders that have taken an active part in helping
BLM arrive at a final list of erdernese Study Areas.

It has been a rather long, sometimes difficult, and sometimes '
controversial process From the beginning of the wilderness
review process in November of 1978, it has been a very stimulat-
ing and interesting two years. We have received many outstand-
ing comments, both in support of and in opposition to the

| establishment of specific wilderness study areas.

The public input to the decisions for the Adobe ToWn and the
Red Creek Badlands units has been particularly helpful.

There are several instances where we have reversed our pro-
posed decisions of last April. This was done in response to in-
formation and support provided by the public during the com-
ment period. The public participation process works, and works
well in Wyoming. Thank you for your help. 2

The Bureau has identified 43 acres totalmg 525,504 acres as
Wilderness Study Areas. This is in addition to the three areas
totaling 48,005 acres identified in the accelerated inventory of

_the Overthrust Belt, and the Instant Study Area (Scab Creek)
‘which contains 7,636 acres.

" This now c-ompletes the inventory phase. Each one of these

WSA’s will be evaluated over the next several years as the land
use planning for that particular section of the state is done ina.
multiple-use context.

Again, we will be coming to you for help as we evaluate these
areas and all the resources they contain to determine if we
should recommend them to the President and the Congress for
inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System. The
Congress will then make the decision on which of these WSA’s
will become wilderness.

In the interim, we must manage these areas in a manner to pro-
tect their wilderness qualities until they can be reviewed by the
Congress. We ask your help in protecting these areas. We are

confident some of these areas will make a quality contribution

to the wilderness system.

e 7 Pl R

Maxwell T. Lieurance
Wyoming State Director

Introduction

This supplement presents the
final results of the wilderness
inventory conducted by BLM in
Wyoming over the past two
years.

The final decisions are based on
the intensive inventory findings,
public comment and docu-
mented information submitted
during the comment period.

Eleven open houses and nine
public meetings were held

throughout the state during April,

May and June of this year. The
formal and informal statements

submitted at the public meetings
were especially helpful in arriv-
ing at these decisions.

Anyone taking issue with any of
the decisions announced in this
publication and in the Federal
register on November 14, 1980,

may protest that decision to the

- State Director (931), Bureau of
Land Management, P.O. Box
1828, Cheyenne, Wyoming
82001. Protests must be filed
with the State Director by 4:30

-p.m., December 15, 1980. No
specific form need be used in
filing a protest; however,

Wstdemese Review Summary
Initial inventory

Acres t_aokihg Wilderness Characte_ristics

‘Wilderness Rewew

Process

The identification of Wilderness
Study Areas completes the i inven-
tory phase of the overall Wilder-
ness Review process The se-
cond phase, called the study
phase, will now begm Qver the
next several years the BEM will
evaluate each of these WSA’s in
a multiple-use context. All other
resources that may be present in
a WSA will now be taken into
consideration.

The study phase is the Bureau's
land use planmng process Re-
gional socio-economic vaiues
such as local or regional econo-
mies, need for certain natural
resources, contribution of public
lands to employment opportuni-
ties, need for wilderness oppor-
tunities in the region, and repre-

...... seeieeeennnns 16,606,698
_ Acres Going Into Intensive INVENOrY ... 1,186,400
Accelerated Inventory
(Overthrust Belt)
Acres Lacking Wlldemess Characteristics ©.....cooooovvieeeeee . '68,406
: Units Acres
Wilderness Study:Areas 3 48,005
Units Under ProtestIAppeat 3 60,000
Raymond Mountain (32,936)
(WY-040-221)
Lake Mountain (13,970)
(WY-040 110)
Coal Creek (13,174)
(WY-040-223) /
i Instant Study Area
Scab Creek (WY-040-101) 7,636

sentation of ecosystems inthe
national wilderness preservation
system, now come into play.

Out of the study phase will
come a recommendation for
each WSA as to whether it
should be designated wilder-
ness or not. This recommenda-
tion, along with other required
reports, will be forwarded to the
President through the Secretary
of the tnterlor

The President then forwards his
recommendation to the Con-
gress who makes the final deter-
mination. Until congress makes

- the final determination, each

WSA will be managed under the
guidance set forth in the
Bureau’s Interim Management
Policy.

-

protests must be specifically
identified as follows:

“Protest to Wyoming State Direc-

tor's Wilderness Intensive Inven-
tory Decision.”

. Should any protests be filed on
any inventory unit, the State
Director-will consider such pro-
tests and issue a decision
which will be subject to appeal -

* on that inventory unit(s) to the
Department of the Interior,
Board of Land Appeals (IBLA)
the decision on the protest
remains consistent with the

decision in this publication, only

In order to more clearly identify
these Wilderness Study Areas,
the BLM will mark the main
access points with a distinctive
sign. Anyone entering a WSA to
engage in any type of surface
disturbing activity must first con-
tact the BLM district manager to
obtain clearance and be informed
of stipulatlons that may apply.

BLM will publrsh a statewide
map at 1 500 000 scale in color
which will dep|ct all Wilderness
Study Areas in Wyoming as well
as other agency wilderness areas
or proposals. This map will be
available in early April 1981. A
booklet describing the wilder-
ness characteristics of each
WSA and providing a large scale -
1/2" = 1 mile map of each WSA
will also be available at that time.

the protester may appeal to the
IBLA. If such decision reflects
changes from the decision
based on information submitted
by the protestant, any adversely
affected party may appeal to the
IBLA. '

This decision will become effec-
tive as of 4:30 p.m., December 15,
1980 (close of protest period), for
all inventory units on which no
protest was filed. A Federal Reg-
ister Notice and press release

‘will be issued announcing this
- fact.

Under the provisians of the
Federal Land Policy and
Management Act, the Bureau
has until 1991 to complete the
study and reporting phases.
‘However, due to potentiai
conflicts with other resource
values, primarily energy mine-
rals, the BLM ptans tec complete
the study and reporting on an
accelerated schedule. Those
WSA's located on the Over-
thrust Belt or in other high
potential energy production
areas will be reported to the
President by 1984. Other WSA's
will be reported as quickly as
funding and planning schedules
permit.




Summary of Wilderness Study Areas

Inventory Unit Name
Unit #

Worland District
WY-010-104a,b,c  Owl Creek

WY-010-126 - Bobcat Draw
Badlands
WY-010-130 Sheep Mountain
WY-010-131 Red Butte
WY-010-220a - = Bud Kimball Creek
WY-010-221a Honeycombs
WY-010-222a ~ Cedar Mountain
WY-010-222b =~ Cedar Mountain
WY-010-236a South Paint Rock
WY-010-239a Paint Rock
WY-010-240a - Medicine Lodge .
WY-010-241a Potato Ridge
WY-010-241b Potatc Ridge
WY-010-241¢ Alkali Creek
WY-010-242a - Trapper Creek
WY-010-334a - Emblem Draw
WY-010-335a McCullough Peaks
WY-010-346a Foster Gulch
WY-010-346b Foster Guich
District Total
Rawlins District
WY-030-101 Sweetwater Canyon
WY-030-106 Whiskey Mountain
WY-030-107 . Whiskey Mountain
WY-030-108. .  Whiskey Mountain
WY-030-109 Duboeis Badlands
WY-030-110 Whiskey Mountain
WY-030-111 Copper Mountain
WY-030-113 Lysite Mountain
WY-030-115 Lysite Badlands
WY-030-120 Sweetwater Rocks
WY-030-121. - Sweetwater Rocks
WY-030-122 Sweetwater Rocks
WY-030-123a Sweetwater Rocks
WY-030-123b Sweetwater Rocks
WY-030-301°  Encampment River
Canyon
WY-030-304 Bennett Mountains
WY-030-305 Pedro Mountains
WY-030-401 Adobe Town
WY-030-407 Ferris Mountains
District Total
Rock Springs District
WY-040-104 South Soda Lake
WY-040-105 - Cottonwood Creek
WY-040-106 East Fork y
WY-040-114; LaBarge Islands
115,118
WY-040-125 New Fork Islands
WY-040-306 - Buffalo Hump
WY-040-307 _ Sand Dunes
WY-040-311 © Alkali Draw
WY-040-313 South Pinnacles
WY-040-314,315  Pinnacles- Big
: ! Empty
WY-040-316,317  Alkali Basin - East
.. _SanDunes
WY-040-318. Red Lake
WY-040-319° *©  Bush Creek
WY-040-323 . Honeycomb Buttes
WY-040-324 . Oregon Buttes
WY-040-325 * Whitehorse Creek
WY-040-326 Harris Slough
WY-040-327 - Elk Mountain
WY-040-335 Mill Creek
WY-040-401 Devils Playground
WY-040-402 Twin Buttes
WY-040-403 404 Anvil Wash-Butte
Creek
WY-040-405 - - Wildhorse Basin
WY-040-406, Red Creek Badlands
407,410
WY-040-408 Adobe Town
‘District Total
Casper District
- WY-060-101 LaBonte
WY-060-201a | Gardner Mountain
WY-060-202 North Fork Powder
River
WY-060-204 Fortification Creek
District Total
State Total

Wilderness
Study Area

(WSA’s)
(Acres)

710

17,150
23,250
11,350

21,000
21,570

660
2,770
7,740

10,100
7,200

25210

148,710

9,056

4,520
487
6,858

6,316

12,789
7,041
6,429

3.380
5,722
5,990
33,000
20,495

122,083

1,415

10,300
27,200
16,290
10.826

12,800
95515

41,620

5,700
4,028

1,300
15,646
8,630

7,100

52,710
225,780

6,423

10,089
© 12,419

28,831

525,504

l.acking
Wildernass
 Characieristics
(Acres)

12,720
6,000
150
27,300
43,000
5,265
10,660

2,270
21,480
18,100 -

6,910

46,800

16,150
14.060

230,865

1,707
421
350

7,330
14,831

8,508

7,747
885

2,460
1,358

22,000
2,660

70,851

70
3,540
4,085
180

72
3,816
560
13,:/97

33,690
1.087
15,186
31,161
1,456
2,662
13,225
7,795
- 614
1,058
1,271

22,560

4,753
26,945

8,970
198,553
3,800
12,017

5,082
15,681

36,580

536,849

Total

710

29,870
29,250
11,500
27,300
64,000
26,835
10,660

© 660

2,770
10,010
21,480
18,100
17,010

7,200
46,800
27,210
16,150
14,060

379,575

9,056

- 1,707
421
350

4,520

487
6,858
7,330
14,831
6,316
8,506
13,385
14,788
7,314

5,840
7,080
5,990
55,000
23,155

182,834

70
3,540
5,500

180

72
10,300
31,016
16,990
11,386

13,797

46,490
10,602
15,186
72,781
7,156
6,690
13,225
7,795

- 1,914
16,704
9,901

22,560

4,753
34,045

61,680
424,333
3,800
18,440

15,171
28,100

65,511

1,062,353

How To Locate An inventory Unit

Each-inventory unit has a number consisting of two letters and six
digits. An example is WY-040-307. The letters refer to the state.
Inventory units in Wyomlng have two letters WY,

The three digits in the middie of the identification number refer to
the BLM district. The four district ldentn‘acatlon numbers are;

010 Worland District -

G30 Rawlins District
040 Rock Springs District
060 Casper District

For example, WY-040-307 is in the Rock Springs Dlstrlct

The last three numbers identify the Resource Area and the specific
unit. The first numeral tells the Resource Area in which the unit is
located; the last two refer to a specific unit. The numbers for the

Resource Areas are:

Worland District -

1—Grass Creek Resource Area
2—Washakie Resource Area
3—Cody Resource Area

Rawlins District

1—Lander Resource Area
3—Medicine Bow Resource Area
4—Divide Resource Area

Rock Springs District
1—Pinedale Resource Area
2—Kemmerer Resource Area
3—Big Sandy Resource Area
4—Salt Wells Resource Area

Casper District
1—Platte Resource Area
2—Buffalo Resouree Area

Again referring to the example WY-040-307, the inventory unit isin
the Big Sandy Resource Area (307) and is the Sand Dunes unit.
By usmg these numbers you can easily locate a specific inventory

, unit either in the narrative or on the map.

interim Management Policy

From the beginning of the Wil-
derness inventory, it has been
the Bureau’s intent to complete
the review as quickly as
possible while conducting a
thorough inventory that would be
technically adequate. Incom-
pliance with FLPMA, the Bureau
is attempting to protect wilder-
ness qualities and at the same
time minimize delay or interfer-
ence with ongoing projects and
uses on the public lands.

The BLM's Interim Management
Policy stresses continued exist-
ing uses as long as those uses
are nonimpairing or are exemp-
ted from the policy constraints.

Mineral and grazi-nb uses which
existed before October 21, 1976,
can continue in the same manner

and degree as long as they do not
cause unnecessary or undue
degradation. _
Recreational uses such as off-
road vehicles can continue as
long as they do not impair wnder-
nessvalues.
The basic philesophy of the IMP,
is that the particular use, exist-
ing or proposed, is not the main
concern, but rather, the effect of
that use on the wilderness char-
acteristics. Uses not normally -
thought of as being compatible
with wilderness may be author-
jzed if they can be done in a

way that will not degrade wilder-
ness quaimes

Accelerated Inventory Results

Wyoming, along with several -
other western states, completed
an accelerated inventory of
public lands on the Overthrust
Belt in November, 1979.

This advance inventory was

requested by the Secretary of the

Interior for all public fands on the
Overthrust Belt, a geologic for-
mation with high cil and gas
potential. :
Wyoming BLM identified two Wil-
derness Study Areas and pub-
tished the final decision on

December 14, 1979. These two
Wilderness Study Areas are the
Raymond Mountain area with
32,936 acres, and the Lake
Mountain area with 13,970 acres.

The final decision on these two
areas, as well as the decision to
drop the Coal Creek unit

(13,175 acres)was appealed to
the Interior Board of Land
Appeals (IBLA). As of Gctober 1,

1980, a judgment had not been

announced on these appeals.

WORLAND DISTRICT
Owl Creek
WY-O_1 0-104 a,b,c

Unit Description

The unit is composed of three separate tracts
located in the southeastern portion of the Absa-
roka Mountains near the Washakie Needles.
The landscape is dominated by a major.ridge
line that divides the main drainages of Rock
GCreek and the South Fork of Owl Creek. Several
steep, rugged spur ridges extend laterally from
the main ridge, and are sharply separated by a
number of deep side draws that draininto the
relatively wide, flat bottoms of the mam
drainages.

Tracts 104a and 104¢ are composed of moder-
ately vegetated spur ridges that drop sharply.
from about mid-siope down to the wide bottoms
of the South Fork of Owl| Creek and Rock Creek.
The steep slopes are covered with irregutar
dense patches of mixed conifers interspersed
with exposed areas of bare, rocky soil. Conifers
mingle with linear patches and isolated pockets
of aspen along the steeper draw bottoms. Trark
104bis a long, narrow strip located!above the
timber line along the crest and upper western
slopes of the main ridge line dividing the South
Fork of Owl Creek and Rock Creek. Severe
weathering and'erosion on the steep rocky
siopes and cliffs are accentuated by the com-
plete lack of vegetation along the ridge line.

Elevations in the unit range from aimost 10,900
feet along the bare ridge crest in tract 104b, to
9,200 feet in the southeast corner of tract 104c
along the Rock Creek bottom, and 9,000 feet
along the South Fork of Owl Greek in the south-
ern tip of tract 104a.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The three parcels total 710 acres. The

tracts are contiguous with the formally desig-

nated Washakie Wilderness Aredin the Sho-

shone National Forest and are exempt from

meeting the minimurm 5,000 acre size criterion.
|

Naturalness. The tracts appear to lje almost
completely untouched by the imprints of man.
An improved jeep trail running along the Seuth
fork of Owl Creek and fenced study'exclosure in
the Rock Creek drainage bottom are the oniy
intrusions documented during the intensive in-
ventory. The impact of these lntrus:ons is
insignificant.

Qutstanding Opportunities. The unit provides
outstanding opportunities for sofitude and for
primitive and unconfined recreation only
because it is a contiguous portion of the
Washakie Wilderness Area.

Supplemental Values. The unit provides impor-
tant habitat for deer, elk, bighorn sheep and'a
variety of raptors and small upland game ani-
mals. The-geology of the area is-largely unex-
plored and offers excellent opportunities for
study of tertiary volcanics in the area.

Public Comment

Nine comments were received on this unit. Two
comments disagreed with the proposed deci-
sion to designate the unit as a Wilderness
Study Area but cited other resource values and
phllosophlcal arguments for theirrationales.
Five of the comments in favor of the proposed
decision addressed issues other than
wilderness characteristics in their rationales.
Two comments cited the units’ wilderness char-
acteristics in their support of the proposed
designation. Based on this input, the final deci-
sion on this unitis to establish it as a Wilder-
ness Study Area.

Sheep Mountain |
WY-010-130 |

Unit Description

Theunit is dominated by the rugged badlands
formed by irregular erosional and drainage pat-
terns. Sheep Mountain.and the easternmost
portion of Tatman Mountain are the dominant
topographic features. Sharply mclsed drain-
ages radiate from these mountains/and com-
bine to form moderately broad, flat, grassy bot-
toms separated by rounded badiand ridges
along the perimeterof the unit. Elevations
range from 5900 feet on Tatman Mountain to
4500 feet in the drainage bottoms. |

|
General Summary of Characlerisﬁcfs

Size. The size of the area following the initial
inventory was 28,300 acres. This acreage was
revised (029,250 acres as a result of more
accurate location of roads and a more precise
area measurement. Field investigations iden-
tified several roads and a concentration of man-
made intrusions that resulted in another reduc-
tion of 6,000 acres. That left a total size of _
23,250 acres.

Wilderness Study Areas

Naturalness. The area appears to retain a sub-
stantially natural character in spite of the pres-
ence of intrusions such as bladed trails, resei-
voirs and a few short fence segments. The
impacts of these intrusions do not substan-
tially detract from the natural character of the
unit because they are widely distributed, well
screened and generally in close proximity to the
unit's boundaries. The central portion of the
unit is almost completely untouched by man’s -
activities.

Quistanding Opportunities. The rugged badland
topography in the unit provides excellent oppor-
tunity for solitude. The unit's large size, com-
pact configuration and substantially unintruded
character combine to make its opportunity out-
standing within the Big Horn Basin.

The unit provides a resource base for a variety
of primitive recreation activities, such as geo-
logic sightseeing, collecting, photography, hik-
ing, and backpacking. The unit’s iarge size and
unimpaired natural character enhance thése
activities to provide an cpportunity for an out-
standing primitive recreation experience.

Supplemental Values. Supplementalvalues in
the unit include sceintitically important geo-
logic and paleontologic resources and habitat
for mule deer, wild horses, sage grouse and a
variety of raptors and smalil mammals.

Public Comment

Eleven comments were received on this unit.
Only two comments were apposed to the pro-
posed decision; these comments cited other
resource values and rationales other than wil-
derness characteristics for their opposition. Six
of the comments in favor of the proposed deci-
slon were generally philosophical in nature or
cited other resource values such as wiidlife as
rationales for agreement with the decision.
Three comments specifically cited the unit's
natural character and opportunities for primi-
tive recreation and solitude in their support for
the proposed designation. As a result of
analysis of public comment, the final decision
is to retain this unit, as described in the pro-
posed decision, as a Wilderness Study Area.

Red Butte
WY-010-131

Unit Description

The unit exhibits an miereshng dwe;slty of
landforms and vegetation types. The central
portion of the unit consists predominantly of
bare, rugged, cotorful badland ridges and.peaks
breken by irregular, sharply cut drainages. Red
Butte:dominates this central terrain at an eleva-
tion of 5185 feet. The northeastern portion exhi-
bits less rugged badlands intermixed with a
series of small bench-like terraces overlooking
the flat drainage bottom of Fivemile Creek, This
area exhibits a moderately dense cover of sage-
brush-grass vegetation in contrast with the
bare, red-hued badiand ridges. In the western
portion of the unit, the badlands open up to
broad, shallow drainages and flat torolling
plains along the drainages of Reservoir Creek
and the North Fork of Fifteenmile Greek.
Vegetation in this portion of the unit is predomi-
nantly a saltbush-sagebrush:grass association.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. Field investigations have substantiated
three roads within the unit: two short cherry-
stem roads intruding from the western boun-
dary, and a-one mile segment in the northwest
corner extending from the western to the north-
ern boundary roads. The two cherry-stem routes
and a 150-acre-tract in the northwest corner
have been deleted by boundary revision along
these roads, reducing the unit to 11,350 acres.

Maturatness. The unit retains a substantially
natural character. Minor intrusions consistof a
number of short bladed trails along the eastern
boundary, five miles'of fence line extending
through the eastern half, and eleven small
reservoirs scattered throughout the unit.

OCuistanding Opperiunities. The unit offers an
outstanding opportunity for solitude. The
rugged badland topography of the unit, com-
bined with its unintruded natural character, pro-
vide an opportunity to avoid the evidence of
man’s presence that is uncommon in more
intruded badland areas.

A variety of primitive recreationactivities are
available in the unit. Some activities, such as
geologic sight-seeing and photography, are
excellent throughout the entire badiands area.
Opportunities for backpacking, hiking and other
activities that are enhanced by areas exhibiting
a high degree of natural character are espe-
cially good. The variety and quality of activities
available combine to offer an outstanding rec-
reation experience in the unit.

Supplemental Values. Scientifically significant
geological'and paleontological values, habitat
for wild horses, mule deer, antelepe and nume-
rous small mammanis, and Class A scenic
quality are among supplemental values
possessed by the unit.

Public Comment

Eleven comments were received on this unit.
Two ccmments, which addressed issues ather
than wilderness characteristics, disagreed with
the proposed Wilderness Study Area designa-
tion. Seven of the nine comments in favor of the
proposed decision stated other resource values
or did not give a rationale for their agreement.
Two comments addressed the specific charac-
teristics of the unit in their support of the pro-
posed designation. Based on this public input,
the decision to identify the unit as a Wilderness
Study Area is final.

Honeycombs
WY-Om 221a

Unit Description

This unit is an extensive area which encom-
passes thousands of acres of badland topo-
graphy, known locally as the Honeycombs. in a
general sense, this unit consists of two land
forms. A central or core area consisis of sharply
eroded, strongly dissected badiand topography.
The remainder of the unitis rolling to steep
hills. Elevations range from about 4,400 feet to
5,500 feet. The rolling areas of the unit support
fairly dense stands of sagebrush and grasses.
The density of vegetation decreases as the bad-
{and topography becomes more prevalent,
Sagebrush and grasses are still the most com-
mon vegetation. However, the majority of vege-
tation is found in the drainages, leaving most
hillsides and ridge tops sparsely vegetated.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The recommendation at the end of thedni-
tial inventory was to retain 60,000 acres for
intensive inventory. Public comment resulted in
an increase in the size of the area retained for
intensive inventory to 68,400 acres (64,000 BLM
and 4,400 state). Identification of two-track
roads and other intrusions during intensive
inventory resulted in a division of the inventory
unit into two segments. Segment 1is that por-
tion recommended for WSA status at the end of
the intensive inventory period and is 21,000
acres-in size. Segment 2 is the remainder of the
unit and contains 43,000 acres of public land

- and 4,400 acres of state land.

Naturalness. On the basis of the intensive
inventory, segment 1 appeared to be essentially
natural with the works of man substantially
unnoticeable. Segment 2 appeared sufficientiy
impacted by intrusions that it cannot be con-
sidered in a natural condition. Bladed fraiisin
varying conditions and reservoirs are the two
majer groups of intrusions identified during
intensive inventory. These intrusions occurred
largely in segment 2. That, combined with roli-
ing topography and the regular use of many of -
the intrusions significantly altered the natural
character of the segment. The impaci of intru-
sions on segment 1 was slight. These intru-
sions are substantially unnoticeable due to
their dispersai, size, topographic screening and
natural healing of scars through non-use, ero-
sion and revegetation.

Outstanding Opportunities. Solitude exists in
unit 221a because of its size and because its
useis limited. Outstanding solitude is thought
to exist in segment 1 primarily because of the
-syitability of the terrain forscreening. The
rugged terrain, steep-sided hills and winding
drainages limit sight distances. Additional fac-
tors which lead to an outstanding opportunity
are the dispersal of use due to size and con-
figuration of segment 1 and the relative lack of
man-made features in the segment. Segment 2
lacks an outstanding opportunity for solitude
due to an overall lack of topographic and vege-
tative screening and the density and visibility of
man-made features.

Outstanding opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation are found in both seg-
ments. The entire unit seems to possess these
opportunities because of its size, the varied
character of the landscape, the naturai
resources available and the diverse activities
which can occur there.

SupplementakValues. Unit 221ais yearlong
range for deer and antelope. East Fork Nowater
Creek is classified as.deer winter range. The
southern portion of the unit is utilized by elk for
winter range. Golden eagles also inhabit the
unit. Unit 221a is known to have deposits of
large mammalian fossils from the Tertiary
Period. The possibility exists for locating rep-
tilian fossils in the vicinity of the unit’s east
boundary. i

Public Comment

Of the twenty-eight comments on this unit,
more than half were from wilderness advocates
in Ohio. Fourlocal comments were among
those received; eight comments came from
eisewhere in Wyoming. Eight comments
opposed the proposed decision. Only one com-
ment specifically addresses wilderness charac-
ter. This respondant feels naturalness and
solitude are lacking due to an absence of visual
screening.

The remajning opposing comments offer no
new information that would affect the proposed
decision. Thirteen of the nineteen cornments
supporting the proposed decision include some
discussion of wilderness characteristics. How-
ever, a majerity of those comments are machine
copies of an original opinion which have been
submitted by varicus individuals. Overall, there
is nothing in the comments that would cause a
change in the proposed decision. Therefore, the
unit is identified as a Wilderness Study Area.

. Cedar Mountain
WY-010-222a

Unit Description

This unit is an area of rugged tepography char-
acterized by deep, steep-sided drainages flow-
ing north or west toward the Bighorn River.
Cedar Mountain is the dominant visual feature
of the unit. It is unusual in the vicinity because
of its elevation, the vegetation growing on it and
the imposing rock escarpment which forms its
southern side. Vegetation consists mainly of
sagebrush and grasses. Rabbitbrush is com-
mon in drainages, around reservoirs and along
vehicte routes. A belt of junipers is found on
Cedar Mountain. Elevation in the unit varies
from:4,200 feet to 5,500 feet.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The area recommended for intensive
inventory totalied 20,840 acres. The unit has
state inholdings amounting to 560 acres. Public
comment resulted in boundary adjustments
which put the unit’s size at 27,200 acres, includ-
ing 365 acres of state land. During inventory, a
series of twe-track roads were identified which
cause the unit to be divided into three 2
segments. Segments 1, 2, and 3 total 11,200
acres, 10,370 acres and'5,265 acres, respec-
tiveiy. Additionally, a ‘'‘cherry- stem road was
identified.

Naturalness. Man:made features have had a
definite affect on the naturalness of the unit.
Segment 3 has suffered most. The density of
intrusions and their visibility due to ageneral
iack of suitable topographie-or vegetational
screening as affected the naturalness of seg-
ment 3 to the extent that it cannot be con-
sidered natural. The naturalness of segrment 1
is affected by the presence of old bladed traiis.
The presence of these trails is unmistakable
and they influence the apparent naturainess of
the segment. However, that presence, is miti-
gated by topographic screening, by lack of use
and by natural ongoing rehabilitation. Segment
1 has marginal apparent naturalness, with good
potential for a return to a higher degree of
naturalness. Segment 2 has moderate apparent
naturalness. The main feature that affects
naturalness character is, again, the bladed trait.
The presence of bladed trails in this segment is;
obvious. However, this presence is more
strongly mitigated than in segments 1and 3
due to substantial topographic screening and
the small number of trails in comparison with
the othersegments. Traiis in segment 2 seem
frequently to be located toward the bottoms of
hills rather than on the more visible ridges.
Finally, erosion and natural revegetation are .
reducing the visibility of the bladed trails.

Outstanding Opportunities. Segments 1 and 2
seem to have outstanding opportunities for
solitude. Segment 3 does not. Factors influenc-
ing solitude in segments 1and 2 are size, and
screening ability of topography and vegetation.
The rugged, steep-sided, badland character of
segments 1 and 2 enhance the-opportunities for
solitude. Segment 3 is largely a gentle to rolling
landscape. Segment 3 has limited vegetative
and topographic diversity which could provide
screening. The size of segment 3 also affects
solitude.

All three segments of the unit have opportuni-
ties for primitive and unconfined recreation.
The diversity of the activities possible, the size
of the unit, and the lack of man-made con-

finements, in combination, provide an outstand-

ing opportunity for primitive and unconfined

_ recreation.

Supplemental Vaiues. This.unit provides both
winter range and year-long habitat for mule:
deer. Bald and golden eagles have been sighted
in the unit. The geologic formations of the unit
are storehouses forreptitian and mammalian
fossils and petrified wood.




Cedar Mountain (cont.)
Public Comment

Nineteen comments were submitted on this
unit. Eleven comments were local, five origi-
nated elsewhere in Wyoming, and three came
from out-of state. Eight of the comments sup-
port the proposed decision. Only two of those
comments enhance their support with discus-
sions of wilderness characteristics. The com-
ments opposing the proposed decision are
varied. One respendent discusses the
wilderness character of the unit relative to his
use of the area. At least four other opposing
comments discuss factors or values that are to
be reviewed during the study phase, such as oil
and gas development and sights and sounds off
the unit. None of the comments offered specific
information which would necessitate a.change
in the proposed decision. Therefore, the unitis
established as a Wilderness Study Area.

South Paint Rock
WY-010-236a

Unit Description

Most of the lands in the unit, formerly called the
Luman Creek unit, fall within a mile-long seg-
ment of South Paint Rock Canyon. The canyon
is about one-half mile wide from rim to rim and
600-700 feet deep, Conifers constitute most the
vegetation on north-facing slopes. Stands of
aspen are also found on north slopes. Grasses
and sagebrush are the main forms of vegetation
on south-facing slopes. A narrow band of
tiparian vegetation along the creek is domi-
nated by aspen.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit contains 660 acres of publiciland.
It is bordered on the north and east by National
Forest lands which are included in a unit classi-
fied for further ptanning following the Forest
Service RARE |l evaluation. It is the continuity
of the forest lands which causes this unit to'be
recommended for Wilderness Study Area
status.

Naturalness. The only evidence of man's acti-
vity is a section of barbed-wire fence extending
a shert distance into the canyon near the north-
west corner of the unit, and two segments of
vehicle trail on the bench in the northeastern |
corner. These two routes are strictly two-track
trails created and maintained by the occasional
passage of vehicles. These intrusions do not
have a significant impact on the natural
character of the unit.

Outstanding Opportunities. Because of its
small size, the unit couid not by itself provide
the kind of cutstanding opportunity for solitude
expected of wilderness. However. if the adja-
cent national forest roadless areais found to
have outstanding sofitude and to warrant
designation as witderness. then this unit would
make a logical extension of such a designation,
and could be considered to have outstanding

% opportunities for solitude.

Similarly, the difference between an outstand-
ing opportunity for primitive and unconfingd
recreation and merely an opportunity depends
on the adjacent National Forest lands.

Supplemental Values. This unit falls in an area
of critical winter habitat for elk and mule deer.

Public Comment

Thirteen individuals or groups commented on
this unit. All but two comments originated in
Wyoming. Of those, six are local in nature.
None of the comments addressed this unit
alone; all were general comments on several
units. Nine of the comments seemed to support
the proposed decision, Because the status of
this unit it tied to a decision by the Forest Ser-
vice on an adjacent RARE 1l unit, and because
most of the comments were supportive, the pro-
posed decision to establish this unit as a WSA
is now final.

Paint Rock
WY-010-239a

Unit Description

The northern half of this unit lies within Paint
Rock Bastn, the broad U-shaped canyon of
North Paint Rock Creek. The southern half of
the unit contains portions of the Middle and

- South Fork canyons which exhibit a V-shaped
cross section. A riparian community along the
creeks is dominated by aspen and narrowleaf
cottonwood. Vegetation on south-facing slopes
and in Paint Rock Basin is a sagebrush.com-
munity with some mountain mahogany occurr-
ing on steeper slopes. Dense stands of con-
ifers, mainly Douglas fir, are found on the north-

facing slopes.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The size of this unit is 2,770 acres. it
remains under consideration for designaionas
a Wilderness Study Area by virtue of its proxi-
mity to an area classified for “further planning”
under the Forest Service's RARE |l evaluation.

Naturalness. The evidence of man's activity in

the unit is relatively insignificant. The Paint
Rock road is the feature having the greatest
impact on natural character. It was classified
during intensive inventory as a cherry-stem
road, from the west boundary of the intensive
inventory unit to the bridge over Paint Rock
Creek. Two two-track trails, an abandoned
cabin, two foot bridges and some fence are the
other man-made features in the unit but are not
considered significant in the natural landscape.

Outstanding Opportunities. Because of its
small size, the unit could not by itself provide
an outstanding opportunity for solitude. In con-
junction with adjacent National Forest lands,
however, the unit would make a significant con-
tribution to opportunities for outstanding soli-
tude, if that characteristic is determined to
exist on the National Forest.

The fish and wildlife resources in this unit
result in outstanding opportunities for stream
fishing and hunting. If the unit was combined
with adiacent National Forest lands:intoa
single management unit, outstanding eppor-
tunities would exist for most of the recreational:
activities usually associated with a mountain
wilderness setting.

Suppiemental Values. The unit is included in
criticat winter nabitat for mule deer, elk and big-
horn sheep. The unit is of geclogic interest as
the point of furthest advance of the Paint Rock
Giacier. . :

Public Comment

This unit received 18 comments, nine from the
local area and seven from other Wyoming loca-
tions. Eleven of the comments, both pro and
con, discussed wilderness philosophy, multiple
use or other factors not specifically related to
wilderness characteristics. @f the comments.
related to wilderness characteristics, about
twice as many were opposed to the proposed
decision to identify the unit as a Wilderness
Study Area. However, since the status of this
unit is tied to a decision by the Forest Service
onan adjacent RARE 11 unit, that decision is
final to make this unit a Wilderness Study Area.

Medicine Lodge
WY-010-240a

Unit Description

This unit is located on the west stope of the Big-
horn Mountains. Itis a steeply sloping unit |
ranging in etevation from 8,200 feet t0 5,100
feet. The average elevation difference between
_the canyon’s rims and Medicine Lodge Creek is
about 1,000 feet. The unit consists of Medicine
Lodge Canyon, steeply stoping shrubsteppe,
and broken, rugged areas with shallow canyons
and unusual knobby rock outcrops. Medicine
Lodge Canyon.is the unit’'s dominant feature.

Vegetation in the unit is diverse. A band of ripar-
ian growth exists along Medicine Lodge Creek.
Warm |ledges and slopesin Medicine Lodge
Canyon support grasses and mountain mahog-
any. The cool stopes in the canyon are forested
with Douglas fir and, in open areas, with sage-
brush, mountain mahogany and grasses. The
shrubsteppe areas and rims of the canyon are
vegetated with sagebrush and grasses. The
rough, broken areas are dominated by juniper
with.grasses and sagebrush cccurring in more
open areas.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit originally contained 10,700 acres,
inciuding 990 acres of state land. Identification
of a two-track road during inventery produced
two segments in the unit. Segment 1 contains
7,740 acres of public tand with no state or pri-
vate inholdings. Segment 2 is 3,260 acres in two
separate parcels, inciuding 990 acres of state
lands.

Naturalness. Intrusions in the unit are minimal
in terms of density, visual impact and extent..
Two-track trails, three spring devetopments,
three smatl reservoirs, short segments of
fences, a small timber sale and cabin ruins are
major intrusions noted during the inventory. -
The impact of these inirusions islimited by
topographic and vegetative screening. Some of
themn are located on state land or are located in
segment 2, which does not meet the size cri-
teria. Medicine Lodge Canyon has no intrusions

" and is essentially pristine, The intrusions on
the rims and flats above the canyon do not sig-
nificantly affect the apparent naturalness of the
unit. Overall, the intrusions present, individually
or as a group, are not of amagnitude to cause
the exclusion of portions of the unit.

Quistanding Opportunities. Outstanding oppor-
tunities for solitude exist in the major portion of
segment 1. Topographic and vegetative screen-
ing, in general, coupled with the attributes of
Medicine Lodge Canyon provide outstanding
opportunities for salitude. Segment 2, due to'a
narrow configuration and a relatively large area
of shrubsteppe, dees not have an outstanding
opportunity for solitude.

The unit, as a whole, has outstanding opportuni-
ties for primitive and unconfined recreation.
Opportunities in segment 1 differ from those in
segment 2 largely due to the presence of
Medicine Lodge Canyon in segment 1. Never-
theless, opportunities in both segments are.
considered outstanding dueto the variety of ac-
tivities available and quality of the resources on
which those activities rely. G

Supplemental Values. Nearly the entire unit is
classed as critical etk winter range. Portions of:
the unit serve as critical deer winter range by
elk traveling to calving areas-on the National
Forest. Medicine Lodge Canyon is essentially
unaffected by man and therefore, is impartant
in the study of natural processes. The exposed
geologic features in the canyon provide the
opportunity for study of the geologic history of
the area. The canyon is also a storehouse for
fossils from the lower Mississippian age. Medi-
cine Lodge Canyon rates extremely high under
BLM's system of rating scenic value.

Public Comment

The twenty public comments on this unit
include three from out-of-state. Nine local
responses were received with seven coming
from other Wyoming locations. Responses
were about three-to-one in support of the pro-
posed decision. Nene of the five responses
opposing the proposed decision provided ela-
boration on wilderness character or other infor-
mation which would affect the proposed deci-
sion. Several of those comments supporting the
decision suggesied that this unit could (and
should) stand alone, irrespective of the decision
on the adjacent Forest Service RARE I unit.
Since none of the comments received provided
information to.change the proposed decision,
this.unit is established as a Wilderness Study
Area.

Alkali Creek
WY-010-241¢

Unit Description ; : e

This unit, formeriy called Potato Ridge, is
located in a transition zone between the lower
west siopes of the Bighorn Mountains and the
floor of the Big Horn Basin. The eastern end of
the unit is an extension of the juniper covered
slopes and canyons which characterize the
tower west slopes of the Bighorns. The unit
ranges in elevation from about 4,850 to 7,000
feet. In the western segment sagebrush and
grasses are the dominant vegetation. A few
scattered junipers are found in the western por-
tion of the unit. Two major land forms are found
in the'western half of the unit. About 35% of the
area is flat or nearly flat. The remaindercon-
sists of deep, steep-sided drainages and
escarpments. The eastern half of the unitis
vegetated by junipers, sagebrush and grasses.
The topography is characterized by small ca-
nyons and rock outcrops. Soil and rock color is
a dominant visual feature throughout the unit.

General Summary of Characteristics

ol "
Size. At the beginning of the intensive inventory
period, the unit totaled 17,000 acres. included
within the boundaries of the unit are 711 acres
of private land and 645 acres of state land. Dur-
ing inventory a two-track road was identified
which divided the unit into a western segment
of 6,910 acres of public land (plus 645 acres of
state land), and an eastern segment totalling
10,100 acres of public land (plus 711 acres of
private tand).

Maturalness. Both segments of the unit are
essentially natural with few man-made intru-
sions. Vehicle routes and fences are the most
common intrusiens. A carridor of intrusions
was identified which inciuded a two-track road,
a pipeline, and water storage facilities. This cor-
ridorwas used as a givision between the east
and west segments. Only this carridor was con-
sidered a substantial impact on the character of
the unit. The other intrusions are visually insig-
nificant, are few in number and are sufficiently
dispersed sa as not to be a major impact on the
naturalness of the unit. )

Outstanding Opportunities. The opportunity for
solitude in the western segment is limited and
is not of outstanding quality. Lack of diversity
of vegetation and topography and the configura-
tion of the segment infiuence the opportunity.
Vegetative and topegraphic screening are major
features of the eastern segment’s character.
Additionally, the configuration of the segment
is more conducive to sotitude than the western
segment. When the constraint of minimal use is
coupled with these factors, the eastern seg-
ment has outstanding opportunities for
solitude.

. Size. This unit was 7,600 acres in size during W ]

The eastern segment of the unit is considered
to have outstanding opportunity for primitive
and unconfined recreation. The numerous
forms of activity possible in the eastern seg-
ment are enhanced by landscape character,
topographic and vegetative diversity and lack of
man-made confinements. The western segment
provides opportunities forrecreation. However,
the number of activities possible and their
quality are limited. The lack of topographic and
vegetative diversity and the unit’s configuration
are additional'limiting factors. Opportunities in
the western segment are not outstanding.

Supplemental Values. The eastern portion of
the unit falts within critical winter range for
mule deer. The entire unit falls within an elk
wintering area. The unit encompasses at least
two sage grouse strutting grounds. Golden
eagles inhabit the unit.

Public Comment

Twelve of the sixteen individuals or groups
submitting comments were opposed to the
proposed decision to drop this unit from fur-
ther review. Two of those repondents specific-
ally addressed the "Suicide Road” which was |
the primary factor on which the proposed
decision was based. They maintain that the
“Suicide Road" was incorrectly identified as a
road and as a result, the unit should receive
additional review. Many of the other
responses in opposition offered specific com- !
ments about wilderness character. However, |
these were machine copies of an original opi- |
nion. The four comments supporting the pro- i
posed decision offered no specific comments |
and were philosophical in nature. Ten of the

comments were from out-of-state, three were

Iocal, and three were from other areas in =
Wyoming. As a result of specific comments, a
subsequent on-the-ground review was under-

taken. It was determined that the “Suicide

Road" was constructed in 1952-1853 and

maintained and used until the advent of the

Alkali Road. It has continued to be used to

some degree, in conjunction with livestock

management. The bulk of the present use oc-

curring on a regular basis is associated with

hunting use each fall.

However, since there has not been regular
maintenance of this route, and since the route
has been kept passable by vehicles, BLM has
determined that the “Suicide Road”<s in fact
a way and not a road. Because of the interest
expressed in this unit and because the g
eastern segment meets all of the criteria with
the exception of the “Sulcide Road”, and
because the status of this “road” is deter-
mined to be a way, BLM has decided to retain
the 10,100 acres in the eastern segment as a -‘
Wilderness Study Area so all resource values !
can be considered in the study phase.

Trapper Creek
WY-010-242a

Unit Description

Trapper Canyon is ane of the most spectacular
of the canycns on the west slope of the.Bighorn
Mountains, The canyon is characterized by
nearly vertical sides ranging from 500 feet to
1,200 feet.in height. The rims are approximately
800 feet apart. A riparian vegetative gommunity |
is found along the length of Trapper Creek. A
conifer zone dominated by Douglas firis lo-
cated on higher elevation, north facing slopes
in the canyon. The canyon's south-facing
slopes support mountain mahogany and juni-
per. as do lower efevation north-facing slopes.
Sagebrush and grasses are the dominant
vegetation on the canyon's rims. Elevation of |
the unit ranges from 4,700 feet at the west end
t0 8,400 teet at the east end.

General Summary of Characteristics

the initial inventory period. A slight boundary
modification and more accurate measurement
resulted in an intensive inventory tnit of
7,200 acres.

Maturalness. Evidence of man’s activity in the
unit is very limited. Within the confines of the
canyon itself, man-made intrusions are vir-
tually non-existent. A small water pump and
short plastic pipeline in a tributary to the can-
yon was the only man-made feature noted in
the canyon. Livestock grazing was noted but !
was limited to a small area at the east and |
west ends of the unit. Intrusions above the i
canyon rims are limited mainly to two-track
trails extending to the canyon's edges from
more major roads in the area. Overall, intru-
sions were few in number and not significant
enough to affect the unit’s naturalness.

Trapper Creek (cont.)

Outstanding Opportunities. This unit provides
outstanding opportunity for solitude. As a
result of the excellent screening characteris-
tics and the difficulty of access, one can ex-
pect to have an experience in Trapper Canyon
unintruded by the sights and sounds of man
or his activities. The quality of this solitude
experience and the perception of the ex-
perience are enhanced by the outstanding
natural setting and by the difficulty of access
and the effort required to travel in the unit.

The Trapper Greek unit provides outstanding
opportunities for primitive and unconfined rec-
reation. The types of activities that could be
engaged in in this unit and the setting of the
unit are essentially similar to the activities
and the setting traditionally associated with a
“typical” wilderness setting and experience.

Supplemental Values. Supplemental values
relate to geology (study of formations and
paleontological values), wildlife (populations
less affected by man than in surrounding

_ areas), ecology (a natural ecosystem not

affected by domestic livestock), and high
quality scenic values. 1

Public Comment

The thirty-two comments received on this unit
were fairly equally divided between local, other
Wyoming and out-of-state respondents. Only
five of the comments voiced opposition to the
proposed decision. A main concern of thosein
opposition was that wilderness designation
would destroy the values inherentiin the unit by
causing overuse. Approximately 50% of those
comments favoring the proposed decision of-
fered some discussion of the wilderness
characteristics of the unit. Since none of the
comments provided information cor rationale
which would alter the proposed decision, the
unit is established as a Wilderness Study Area.

McCullough Peaks
WY-010-335-A | -

Unit Description

This unit is located in the northern portion of
the Big Horn Basin, a few miles northeast of
Cody.

The unit consists of the badlands which form
the north slope of the McCuliough Peaks. The
terrain is characterized by sharp ridges and
deeply eroded drainages. The five major drain-
ages are: Deer Creek, Willwood Draw, Roan
Wash, and the north and west branches of
Whistle Creek. Elevations vary from 6,400 feet
at the McCullough Peaks to a low of 4,400 feet
in the northeast corner of the unit. There are no
perennial streams or tive springs.

Vegetation in this badlands unit is a sparse
sagebrush, saltbush, grass association. Ripar-
ian vegetation (cottonwoads, willows, etc.) does
occur along some of the major drainages.

i

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. Field investigation resulted in'a major
boundary change in the unit. The Deer Creek
trail was found not to meet critieria for classifi-
cation as a road and the area west to Badland
Peak road and south to Sage Creek Road was
found to meet the wilderness roadless criteria.

The original size of this unit as defined in the
inttial inventory decision was approximately
11,000 acres. The boundary change -
returned14,210 acres to the unit, resultingina
total size of 25,210 acres. A State section falls
within the area returned to review.

Maturalness. The unit retalns a substantially
natural character. Intrusions consist of the
Deer Creek trail, numerous vehicle:i traits in the
northwest portion of the unit and a smali num-
ber of seismagraph exploration trails. Several
reservoirs are scattered through the unit but are
a minor intrusion. .

The drainage patterns'and extreme terrain varia-
tion within the unit provide ample natural
screening throughout. This topographic diversi-
ty enhances the naturalness of the unit and pro-
vides many interesting veiws and iscenic vistas.

OQutstanding Opportunities. The unit offers out-
standing opporiunity for solitude. The rugged
badland topography of the unit combined with
its size, configuration, and substantially natural
character provide opportunity to avoid evidence
of man’s presence. The fact that there are five.
separate drainages within the unit and each
drainage branches into a maze of small, win-
ding, badiand canyons, ensures both excellent
dispersal of use and an exceptionally high
degree of visual screening. |

A variety of primitive recreation activities are
available throughout the unit. Some activities
such as hiking, hunting, horseback riding and
photography are excellent. Opportunities for
other activities such as backpacking, nature

study, etc., are enhanced by areas within the
unit exhibiting a high degree of natural charac-
ter. The variety of activities available results in

outstanding opportunities fora primitive uncon-

fined recreation experience.

Supplemental Values. During field inventory,
paleontological values were frequently
observed within the unit. One small archeologi-
cal site was also identified. These values show
a potential for being of definite scientific and’
educational interest.

Wild horse bands frequent the unit. It has been
estimated that 200 to 250 wild horses populate
the McGullough Peaks vicinity. Perhaps one
quarter of this total herd uses the [ands within
the unit boundaries on a reguiar basis.

Pubiié Comment

A total of 51 comments were received on the
proposed decision to identify the McCullough
Peak unit as a Wilderness Study Area. Approxi-
mately two-thirds of these comments came
from residents of the northwestern Bighorn
basin. Only seven were from outside the state
of Wyoming.

A total of 34 respondents (including 22 from the
Bighorn Basin and six from other areas of Wyo-
ming) expressed support for the proposed deci-
sion. While a number of these responses ap-
peared to be based on a general support for
wilderness, several indicated a specific
knowledge of the unit and agreement with the
evaluation that it is substantially natural and
offers outstanding opportunities for solitude
and primitive recreation.

Of the 16 responses expressing disagreement
with the proposed decision, 11 based their posi-
tion on a general opposition to wilderness
designation or on concerns regarding resource
use conflicts. These issues will be addresssed
during the study phase. The five responses ex-
pressing disagreement with the proposed deci-
sion which did focus on wilderness character
expressed the opinion that the unit lacks natu-
ralness or outstanding opportunities. Three of
these, however, cbviously believed that the unit
contains developments which actually lie out-
side the proposed unit boundaries. Cne
response was received for which a position
could not be determined. Taken as a whole, the
comment received on the McCullough Peak unit
supports identifying the unit as a Wilderness
Study Area. Therefore, the proposed decision is
now final.

RAWLINS DISTRICT

Sweeiwater Canyon
WY-030-101

Unit Description

:

- The {opography of the area consists of two

varieties. The majority of the unit is made up of
flat to gentiy roiling terrain. A few small rock
outcrops may be found but are not extensive.
Vegetation on the flats consists of sparse, low-
growing sagebrush and grasses.

The second variety of landform is the canyon
itself along with'its tributary draws. Roughly
nine miles long, the canyon is a water-carved
trough about 350 feet deep. The western and
eastern portions of the canyon are not nearly as
abrupt as the center section. Vegetation in.the
canyon consists primarily of willows, conifer-
ous trees and aspens onthe canyon floor and
sagebrush and grasses an the canyon walls.

Generzal Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit consists of 9,056 acres, and is
bordered by roads and private and state iands.

Neturalness. The unit is in essentially natural
condition with, for most of the area, man’s
works substantially unnoticeable. The majority
of the area is devoid of any man-made features.
Intrusions consist of two-track ways which pro-
vide access to the canyon rim, and in one case,
to the canyon floor. The visual effect of these:
ways is minimal and they have no effect on
apparent naturainess of the unit as a whole.

Outstanding Oppertunities. The Bureau had
originally concluded that the opportunities for
primitive, unconfined recreation and solitude
were high quality but not outstanding. The
recommendation was therefore made to drop
the unit from further wilderness study. During
the public comment period, a large number of
comments indicated that the canyon did, in
fact, provide outstanding opportunities for
primitive; unconfined recreation and solitude,

Opportunities considered outstanding are fish-
ing, backpacking, hiking and camping. The com-
ment indicated that more than ample vegetative
and topographic screening existed to provide
the visitor with an outstanding opportunity for
solitude.

Supplemental Values. A number of other vaiues
are possessed by the unit. Most noteable are
wildlife and historical values, as well as scenic
values. The area is used by deer year-round, and

3

as a critical winter habitat for moose and etk.
Raptors and a number of smaller bird species
may be found within the unit.

The two-track road forming part of the northern
boundary is the route of the Oregon Trail, and
the aspen grove used by Jedediah Smith and
his band of trappers in the winter of 1823-1824
is within the unit. A portion of the Pony Express
route also passes through the canyon within
the unit.

The canyon is very scenic in nature and con-
trasts significantly with the surrounding high
plateau area of low growing sagebrush.

Public Comment

Sweetwater Canyon received 34 comments,
with about 90% from Wyoming and half of
those from Fremont County. About two-thirds
of the comments indicated that the area does
indeed possess wilderness characteristics and
should be retained as a Wilderness Study Area.
The comments focused on the wilderness
inventory conclusion concerning outstanding
opportunities for solitude and primitive, uncon-
fined recreation. Many comments listed speci-
fic recreation opportunities which were con-
sidered outstanding. Many indicated that
outstanding solitude couid be obtained along
the river and in the side canyons. Severql men-
tioned supplemental values of importance.

Only 15% ot the comments indicated that the:
area did not possess wilderness characteris-
tics. Twenty percent of the comments dealt
with resources other than wilderness.

The comments almost overwhelmingty dis-
agreed with the proposed decision to drop the
unit from further study, indicating that the pro-
posal was not inagreement with overall public
sentiment. Sufficient rationale was provided to
compel BLM to change the proposed decision.
Therefore, the unit is retained as a Wilderness
Study Area.

Dubois Badlands
WY-030-109

Unit Description

The topography of the unit consists of the “'bad-
lands™ variéty, flat-topped hills which are exten-
sively broken by erosion patterns and drain-
ages. The colors of the sedimentary banding are
reds and tans and are quite striking: Eroded pin-
nacles and spires abound. Clearly, this area's
topography is its most outstanding and scenic
quality. Total relief in the unit is about 400 feet,

Vegetation is slightly variable. The upper slopes
have widely scattered limber pines, while the
lower slopes have wide\y scattered sagebrush.
The flat tops of some of the ridges have low-

' growing grass as the dominant plant life.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The size of the unit is 4,520 acres, which is
Iess than the minimum size guideline of 5,000
acres. ' .

Naturalness. The areais in essentially a natural
condition. The enly intrusions identified were a
fence, some minor two-tracks and a material
sale (rock) site. in.general, the area appears to
be affected primarily by the forces of nature
with the imprint of man's work substaritially
unnoticeable.

Outstanding Opportunities. The unit is long and
linear. Large amounts of the area provide
limited, if any, vegetative screening. Topo-
graphic screening would only be available in the
eroded draws which dissect the unit. While
secluded spots could be found, the area in gen-
eral does not provide seclusicn. Visitor overlap

would oceur if fust a few people were in the unit

at any one time,

Qpportunities for primitive recreation are not
only extremely limited in-scope but also lack
any outstanding characteristics. Hiking, while
possible, would be possible on'a daily basis;
however, lack of good campsites, coupled with
the lack of water in the area, would not serve to
draw the backpacker for recreation.

Hunting is possible and is the area’s current
main recreation activity, along with ORV use.
Other possibilities include sightseeing or pos-
sibly nature study.

While some primitive recreation activities are
ctearly possible within the unit, the limited
number and scope of such activities, coupled
with the low potential to serve as an outstand-
ing recreation area, make such opportunities
not outstanding. 3

Supplementat Values. Several supplemental
characteristics exist within the unit,and itis
these opportunities which generated the strong
public support for protection of the area. The
relatively unigue geology, with its colorful band-
ing and unusuailandforms, is primary in this

concern. The area is extremely scenic and geo-
logical study of the area is a definite possibility.
A herd of bighorn sheep live within the unit, and
the area is winter range for elk.

Public Comment

The Dubois Badlands Unit received consider-
able comment. Over half of the 45 comments
received came from within Fremont County.
Another 40% of the comment came from else-
where in Wyoming. Just ever 5% came from
other western states.

Two-thirds of the comment indicated that the
area possessed wilderness characteristics and
ought to be designated as a Wilderness Study
Area. The comment indicated that the area
clearly would provide cutstanding opportunities
for solitude and primitive, unconfined recrea-
tion. Persons commenting mentioned, in some
cases, years of personal experience using the
unit for primitive recreation activities. Sup-
‘plemental values were mentioned as being very
highin the area.

The comment agreed with the intensive inven-
tory conclusion that the area does meet the
naturalness criterion. It alsc indicated that
while less than 5,000 acres in size, it is clearly
of sufficient size and configuration to manage
as wilderness.

The comment received provides strong ration-
ale for BLM ta change the proposed decision.
Therefore the Dubois Badlands Unit is retained
as a Wilderness Study Area.

Whiskey Mountain
WY-030-110

Unit Description

The unitis a small area on the north-facing
stope of Whiskey Mountain in the Wind River
Mountains. Terrairt i's rough and mountainous.
Vegetation is limber pine and spruce-fir, A
forest fire blackened most of the trees on the
south end of the unit.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. This unit has 487 acres. It is bounded by
the Ross Lake jeep trail on the east, the Fitz-
patrick Wildernéss area on the south and west,
and private lands to the north. It is inventoried
for wilderness because it shares a common
boundary with an established wilderness area
managed by the US. Forest Service.

Naturalness. There are two very faint ways
within the area. An early fire blackened most of
the timber on the south end of the area. Snags
are still s’tanqing with some new regeneration
coming in. The fire scar is considered a natural
occurrence. although some trespass firewood
cutting has taken some-of the snags and left
stumps behind in isolated areas.

Allinall, the area is in a natural condition with
the works of man substantially unnoticeable.

Outstanding Opportunities. Solitude is possi-
ble and is outstanding in conjunction with the
Fitzpatrick Wilderness Area. The topography
drops offinto Jakey’s Fork Canyon which
affords spectacular views, peace and tree
cover. There is seme influence of motor vehicle
traffic on the Ross Lake road. It receives littie
traffic and its influence is only audible and
visual in close proximity 1o the road.

The unit makes a contiguous extenstion of the
established Fitzpatrick Wilderness area and
would comnplement outstanding opportunities
for primitive and unconfined recreation.

Thereis a trail head where the Ross Lake jeep
trail meets the forest boundary. The CM pack
trail runs up the bottom of Jakey's Fork Creek
also. There is some guide and outfitter use on
these trails. Whiskey Mountain area, including
the BLM lands, is an exceptional hunting area
for the Rocky Mountain bigharn sheep.

Supplemental Values. Whiskey Mountain is the
primary winter range for the largest herd of
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep in the continen-

-tal United States. This sheep population and

their habitat are of national significance. The
views and scenery from all directions are 5
spectacular.

Public Comment

All of the 10 comments on this unit came from
Wyoming, with eight of them from Fremont
County. Six of the comments stated that the
unit possessed wilderness characteristics or
was a logical addition to the Fitzpatrick Wilder-
ness Area. Four of the commments indicated that
it did not have wilderness characteristics.

Little concrete rationale was given for a change
in the proposed decision to identify this unit as
a Wilderness Study Area; therefore, that deci-
sion is final.




Adébe Town {cont.)
General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The combined Rock Springs and Rawlins
District Adobe Town Wilderness Inventory units
contain 116,680 acres of public land. The unit
contains 1,280 acres of state land and 5,470
acres of state mineral estate. A total of 29,970
acres were dropped from the unit because of
man-made intrusions and a lack of outstanding
opportunities for recreation of solitude. This
left 85,710 acres which possess wilderness
qualities. This tract is divided, by what BLM has
referred to as the Monument Valley road, into
two tracts, the north and south Adobe Town
units. The north unit contains 24,540 acres
while the south contains 61,170 acres.

Naturalness. Field investigation identified
approximately 80 man-made “intrustions”
within the inventory unit. The severity of many
of them resulted in boundary adjustments to
eliminate unnatural areas from further wilder-
ness consideration.:

Not oniy was there a substantial decrease in
.acreage but the unit was also divided into two
separate subunits by a roadway (Monument
Vailey Road) which runs along the upper third of
the remaining unit area. Both of these subunits
are of sufficient size and possess similar
qualities to be further studied under the wilder-
ness review process.

Within these two subunits, North Adebe Town
and South Adobe Town, are scattered minimal
evidences of man's activities. Visual distances,
topography and vegetation obscure these im-
prints of man and the units retain their natural
character. 3

Although the arid climate siows natural proc-
esses of reclamation, they are occurring and
obliterating the evidence of man and his
activities.

Outstanding Opportunities. Outstanding oppor-
tunities to experience solitude are provided in
the badiands and rim areas within the unit.
These areas in particular are: Adobe Town Rim,
the Monument Valley area, the upper tributaries
of Sand Creek, and Skull Creek Rim. These
afeas make up the bulk of the lands'in the Rock
Springs unit (WY-040-408) and a sizeable part of
the Rawlins District unit {WY-030-401).

These features provide abundant opportuhnities .

to avoid the sights and sounds of other users..
_The rugged rock formations in the badlands,

canyons and rims pravide exceptional natural
screening. The quality and diversity of colors,
shapes, and forms provide a scenic grandeur
and a feeling of remoteness which clearly pro-
vides the visitor with cutstanding qualities of
solitude.

Public comments indicate that outstanding
opportunities for a primitive and unconfined

type of recreation do exist. The area would prob-

ably not-attract large numbers of people which
Alpine Wilderness areas attract. Similarly, the
area would not support large numbers of people
without suffering resource damage. Most
people would probably not care to experie_nce
such an area by primitive means (i.e., backpack-
ing, hiking) but some people clearly would
desire to do'so and would conclude that the ex-

perience was outstanding. Public input has sup-

ported this statement.

Supplemental Values. Verebrate and inverte-
brate fossils are widety distributed throughout
‘the unit. Fossils and petrified wood can be
found most commonly along the rims in the
badland areas but have been found throughout
the unit.

The Adobe Town units are known to contain
large amounts of cultural resources. They are
widely distributed throughout the units and rep-
resent a lengthy continuum of accupation of
the area by Native Americans. The location of
specific sites is not published to protect them
from vandalism.

The units and the surrounding area provide im-
portant winter range for antelope and is fiome
for one of the largest ferai {wild) horse herds in
Wyoming. The use of the area by antelope and
wild horses is facilitated in large part by the ex-
istence of a number of small man-made stock
water reservoirs. They provide nearly the only
retiable water during the summer and fall mon-
ths of the year.

The unit could serve as a desert classroom, pro-

viding the opportunity to study high desert
ecosystems in south-central Wyoming. The
area, as such, could serve as an ecological

- _benchmark in a rapidly developing and chang-

ing western United States.

Public Comment

Adobe Town received 42 comments and con-
cerned lands in the Rock Springs District
(WY-040-408) and the Rawlins District
(WY-030-401). About one-fourth of the com-
ments were from the local area, with 50% from
other Wyoming communities and 25% from
other states.

Over half the comments stated that the area
possessed wilderness values, while 45%
offered argurmnents as to why the area did not
meet the criteria for wilderness. Several inven-
tories:were conducted by oil and gas firms to
help document intrusions in the area. Those
were helpful to confirm the intrusions noted in
the field by the BLM inventory tearmn.

Public opinion as to whether or not the area
possesses outstanding opportunities for a
primitive and unconfined type of recreation has
been divided. Some opinion has indicated that
lack of adequate shelter and water indicates no
oppertunities for primitive recreation are out-
standing. Others indicate that excessive heat in
the summer and mud in the spring precludes
recreation use. Others indicate that-these
would not deter use and may only serve to add
an element of challenge to the area. Challenge
is clearly a characteristic of wilderness. _

The information provided by public comments,
while extensive. provides norationale for
changing the proposed decision, either to add
acreage which was dropped previously (as sug-
gested by some comment} or to drop the entire
area from further study. Therefore; the pro-
posed decision to establish this area as a WSA
is now final. .

Ferris Mountains
WY-030-407

Unit Description

The Ferris Mountains have a semi-arid, temper-
ate climate with prevailing westerly, southwest-
erly winds. Topography is generaily rugged,
characterized by steep slopes, narrow drain-
ages and high meadows. Elevation varies from
6.580" near Whiskey Gap to 10,037 at the sum-
mit of Ferris Peak. :

Sagebrush-grassland vegetation covers the
lower plains with Wiliow-Cottonwood zones in
the lower drainages. Douglas Fir predominates
below 8,000"in the southwest and west while
Lodgepole Pine has movedin to revegetate two
areas which burned between 1939-40 after light-
ning started fires there. Upper slopes and ex-
posed areas contain scattered patches of Lim-

. ber and Ponderosa Pine, Englemann Spruce

and Subalpine Fir. Aspen-Lodgepole communi-
ties are found throughout the unit.

General Summary of Characteristics
Size. The unitcontains 20,495 acres.

The units originai boundary encompassed
43,620 acres with inholdings of 1,080 acres of
private lands and 1,680 acres of state lands.
Public review and comment during the initial
inventory resulted in boundary adjustments
which decreased the unit’s size to approxi-
mately 23,155 acres of public lands with inhold-
ings of 180 acres of private lands and 40 acres
of state lands.

Field investigations led to further boundary
adjustments, yielding a final unit area of 20,495
acres of public lands and inholdings of 160
acres of private lands and no state lands.

Naturalness. Despite the presence of several
scattered man-made intrusions, the urit retains
an essentiall natural character. The cumufative
eftect of all intrusions is insufficient to com-
promise theareas natural integrity. Visual
distances, topography and vegetation mitigate
and obscure imprints of man within the unit.
The only intrusions which infringe upon appar-
ent naturainess are centered aroung the ves-
tiges of the suspended Babb’s Mine
exploration.

QOutstanding Opportunities. Extreme local relief
and abundant vegetative cover combine to pro-
vide an outstanding opportunity to experience
solitude. Substantial vegetation and topo-
graphic screening is.provided by the areas
steep mountain slopes, its deep, secluded
drainages, and its abundant forest cover. Scat-
tered open meadows in the central part of the

" unit mix with-the densely forested stands to

* provide.a diverse and quality experience with-

out compromising the feeling of isotation. The
opportunity to avoid the sights and sounds of
other users predominaies.

Qutstanding opportunities for a primitive and
unconfined type of recreation are provided by
the diversity of terrain and vegetation within the
unit. 5

Steep slopes, deep drainages (many of which
contain water), unusual rock formations, for-
ested areas and open meadows supply a diver-
sity in environment capable of offering a broad
base for a variety of recreation activities. Activi-
ties for which outstanding opportunities exist
include hiking, camping, backpacking, horse-
back riding, rock climbing ski touring, snow
shoeing, photography, wildlife cbservation, and
sightseeing for botanical, zoological, and
geclogical teatures. Hunting within the unit is
considered exceptional and the scenic values
are unigue to the region.

ot

Supplemental Yalues. The Ferris Mountains
provide-habitat for a great diversity of wildlife
species including mountain lion, mute deer,
antelope, elk, coyote, bobcat, sage grouse, blue
grouse, and desert cottontail as well as an
abundance of non-game species. Earlier
studies have identified the value of the area for
wildlife habitat and have recommended preser-
vation and enhancement of its qualities as
such. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department
notes evidence of aremnant population of big-
horn sheep and is currently studying the possi-
bility of a transplani of approximately 100 big-
horns into the area.

Public Comment

Forty-two comments were received for the Fer-
ris Mountains. About twelve percent were from
the local area, while nearly two-thirds were from
other Wyoming Communities. Fifteen percent
were from other western states and five percent
from the eastern United States. .

Three quarters of the comment stated that the
area had wilderness value and possessed the
requisite wilderness characteristics. Just over
10% thought the area lacked one or more of the
wilderness characteristics. i

The proposed decision to identify the unitas a

Wilderness Study Area is final.

ROCK SPRINGS DISTRICT

East Fork
WY-040-106

Unit Description

The unit is located within the foothills of the
Wind River Mountain Range. Elevation within
the unit varies from 7,300 feet on the west to
9,000 feet at the forest boundary. Topographic
and vegetative characteristics divide this unit
into two distinct areas. The western portion of
the unit is uniform in nature and characterized
by rolling, sagebrush-covered hills. No signifi-
cant drainages or features exist to break up the
uniformity of this terrain. The eastern portion of
the unit possesses more diversity of landform,
Here, steep forested slopes areinterspersed
with massive granitic outcroppings.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit was initially reported to-contain
approximately 4,600 acres of public land, Rede-
termination of these figures added approxi-
mately 900 additional acres. The current acre- ,
age of the unit is 5,500 acres. There are iwo
parcels of private land totaling 440 acres within
the unit boundary.

Naturalness. Of the 5,500 acres inventoried,.
approximately 1,415 acres were determined to
meet the naturalness criteria. This area along
the Forest Service boundary is steep and
rugged, with the only evidence of man being a
pack trail. The remainder of the area contains
significant-man-made intrusions, including a
‘road, ways, fences, a water gauging station and
an irrigation ditch.

Outstanding Opportunities. A small portion of
this unit possesses the inherent capabilily to
offer an outstanding opportunity for solitude.
This area compromises the eastern one-third of
the unit and contains approximately 1,415
acres. This borders on a portion of the Bridger-
Teton National Forest that has been recom-
mended for wilderness designation. Theiterrain
varies from river bottom to bare granitic out-
crops, with vegetation ranging from open
sagebrush slopes to dense forest cover, This
topographic variance and widespread vegeta-
tive cover supplies opportunities forisolation
from the sights and sounds of otherusers. The
uniformity and openness of the terrain in the re-
mainder of the unit preciudes the realization cf

an outstanding opportunity for solitude.

Outstanding opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation are found in the same
area offering epportunities for solitude.
Rugged, challenging topography, perennial
streams, variable terrain and vegetation ail con-
tribute to cutstanding opportunities for primi-
tive recreation. This area contains a diversity
that can supply a broad base for a variety of
recreation activities. Activities for which opper-
tunities exist include hunting; fishing, hiking,
camping, rock climbing and sightseeing.

Supplemental Values. The unit provides excel-

lent antelope, sage grouse, elk and fish habitat.
1t also provides access to Forest Service lands, -

portions of which have been recommended for
wilderness designation. 7

Public Comment

A total of 48 comments were received, with 30
of them from the same source or organization.
The majority of comments supported the unit
as a Wilderness Study Area. Stnce no rationale
was give tochange the proposed decision, the
final decision is to identify 1,415 acres as a
Wilderness Study Area and to drop 4,085 acres
from further study.

e

Buffalo Hump
WY-040-306

Unit Description
This unit is located in north central Sweetwater

County about 30 miles north of Rock Springs.
The unit ranges from climax stands of big sage-

brush and greasewood on the north and west, to

active sand dunes and meadows on the east
and south. The main topographic relief, which
consists of many sand valleys, blowouts, dunes
and hills, occurs in the southern and eastern
portions of the unit.

The unit's boundaries consist of a railroad spur
and edges of state and private land on the east
side, and roads to the north, west and south.
Washington's Place, a local historic sits, is
located just outside the west boundary.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. This unit totals 10,300 acres of public
land, of which 907 acres is withdrawn to the
Bureau of Reclamation (now Water and Power
Resources Service). This acreage total is an in-
crease over the original acreage because during

_ theinitial inventory the northern boundary road

was incorreclty plotted from aerial photos.

_ After state land (120 acres) and private land (180

acres) were dropped during intensive inventory
and this road correction made, 400 acres of
public land was added to the original acreage.

Naturalness. This unit is essentially in a natural
condition exhibiting an undisturbed sagebrush
grassland ecosystem intermingled with some
active'sand dunes. Intrusions consist of five
two-track ways and one seismograph line fora
total of 5.5 miles, one tract of sand fence and
two recently dug livestock pits. All the ways are
faint, overgrown boundary roads. The livestock
pits are located along the southern boundary

" road. All these intrusions are considered to

have only minor impact en the integrity of the
area. F

Outstanding Opportunities. The general
remoteness and isolation of the area make soli-
tude easily found and felt in the unit especially
in the southern and eastern portions of the unit
due to their topographic relief.

The best opportunities for primitive and uncon-
fined recreation can also be found in the south-
ern and eastern portions of the unit. These in-
clude hiking, backpacking, camping, bird
watching, wildlife photography, horseback
riding and hunting.

Supplemental Values. Ecological, historic and
cultural values occur in the unit. Ecologically,
this area typifies a sagebrush-bunchgrass
ecosystem featuring gently rolling sagebrush
covered sand hills, with some active barren
sand dunes. Rabbitbrush and greasewood are
also common throughout this unspoiled rem-
nant. This area attracts wild horses, mule deer,
and unique herd of desert elk and large num-
bers of pronghorn antelcpe. Signs were found
that indicate raptors and coyctes are frequent
visitors to'the area, plus cougar reports in the
past have been received.

~ Historically, the first homestead settlement of

Eden Valley, known as Washington’s Place, is
located on the northwestern fringe of the unit.

Graves of the Washington family and a few rem-

nant sections of fence remain to mark this his-
toric Jocation.

‘Of cultural interest, two very important arch-
eological sites have been found in and within
one mile of the unit. These are the Finley site
and Eden-Farson site where a distinctive pro-
jectile point gave evidence of one of man’s
earliest inhabited sited in North America.
Therefore, it is highly prebable that other not-
able sites may exist in or around Buffalo

Hump.

Pubtic Comment

Comment on this unit was mostly from Wyo-
ming (18 comments) with one comment com-
ing from lilinois. Seven comments favored the
proposed decision while eleven opposed it.
One comment was’in between and concerned
noxious weed control on proposed wilderness
areas from the Wyoming Department of Agri-
culture. None of these comments could be us-
-ed to evaluate wilderness criteria. Some allud-
ed to intrusions but failed to give specific
details. Other comments were a general vote
for/fagainst wilderness. Finally some others
addressed recreational concerns which would
be covered in the study phase.

The decision is to retain this unit as a Wilder-
ness Study Area. -

Sand Dunes
WY-040-307

Unit Description . :

Killpe_cker Sand Dunes comprises a large part
of this unit. Ox-yoke Spring Creek drains out of
this unit in the north and Kiflpecker Greek runs

through the southwest portion. Boar's Tusk is a

prominent landmark along the southern adge of
the unit. Besides the barren active dunes which
offer superb draws and valleys, this area con-
tains wet meadows, greasewood, big sage-
brush and rabbitbrush communities. The Sand
Dunes inventory unit is located in north central
Sweetwater County about 13 miles southeast
of Farson. |

!
General Summary of Characteristics
|

Size. The original Sand Dunes unit totaled.
.31,016 acres of public land. Numerous seismic
trails and two-track ways, mainly in eastern and
-northeastern edges, justified altering unit boun-
daries. The acreage recommended as a WSA is
27,200 acres of pubtic lands. A total of 3,816
acres were drepped dur‘mﬁ the intensive
inventory. | i

Naturalness. A portion in the eastern edge of
theunit, which contained 26 jeep trails and 10
seismic lines for a total of 36.33 miles, was
dropped. The remaining intrusions were consi-
dered fairly mincr and do not detract from the
apparent naturalness in the remainder of the
unit. These remaining intrusions are two old
drill pads occurring within 50 feet of the unit
boundary, an old corral in the southwestern
part, and a crumbling decaying barbed wire
fence located in the northern part of the unit,
These slight intrusions can easily be rehabili-
tated. The spectacular northern dunes show no
signs at all of man's présence.

Outstanding Opportunities. A person can eas-
ily imagine being lost in a sea of sand simply
by hiking into one of the many sand blown
basins.

The numerous draws, vaileys and ridges.in the
north and eastern sections also provide out-

standing opportunities for solitude, due to the
screening effect they offer. The relatively iarge

. size of this unit with its correspondingly large

amount of active sand dunes creates further
opportunities for solitude. |

Outstanding oppertunities for primitive and
unconfined recreaticn are readily available in
this unit. Hiking in the sand dunes is a stren-
uous but rewarding experience. Other activi-
ties include nature photography — both sce-
nic and wildlife, bird watching (raptors), hunt-
ing and sightsesing.

Supplemental Values. The Sand Dunes con-
tain several supptemental values which qualify
this area for wilderness study. Ecologicaily,
the most unigue feature of|the Sand Dunes is
the Eolian ice-cells that feed pools at the
base of the many large dunes. These are form-
ed as snow and ice accumulate on the
leeward side of the dunes and then are
covered by blowing sand. These pools, or
ponds, range in depth from 6 inches to 8 feet,
some being crystal clear and almost void of
life, while others are. muddy, murkey and alive
with tadpoles, insects, waterfowl and various
grasses and algae. A very unigue wildlife
feature to this region is that the dunes
presently help support the only herd of desert
elk in Wyoming.-Other wildlife found in the
unit include mule deer, raptors, birds, jack-
rabbits, cottontails, small r:odents, lizards,
frogs, salamanders, antelope and wild herses.

The scenic beauty of the sand dunes is awe-
some. The endiess combination of shapes, pat-
terns and forms created by wind blown sand in
itself is amazing. Other features which combine
to paint a truely beautiful tandscape include the
heights of some dunes (up to 150 feet from their
base), the diversified textures playing up the
slopes and the clear blue ponds surrolinded by

deep green grasses.

Public Comments

This unit received 40 comments, 36 from Wyo-
ming and four from other states. Nineteen
favored the proposed decision, twenty opposed
it, and one was in between. A thorough exami-
nation done by a law office in Washington D.C.
made mention of several intrusions, Most of
these were in the area dropped during intensive
inventory, or determined by BLM to be of minor
importance on the naturalness and solitude
criteria for this unit. Other comments address-
ed topics to be covered in the study phase.

The final decision is 1o establish 27,200 acres
as aWilderness Study Area.

Alkali Draw
WY-040-311

Unit Description

The Alkali Draw Inventory Unit contians a rem-

nant of the Great Divide Basin-Red Desert Area.

This area offers the possibility of scientific
investigation and educational opportunity to
study a unique biological community: Despite
several man-made intrusions, this unit appears
to have retained its natural character.

Two eco-sites are within the Alkali Draw unit.
One of these is Alkati Draw which is dominated
by the Draw and its tributaries draining east-
wardly from the Bush Rim and Steamboat
Mountain portions of the Continental Divide. A
series of draws or canyons extend west-east
through the unit to create a “washboard”
topographic effect. Alkali Rim is the second
eco-site and the “washboard” topographic
effect is more tightly confined and rugged ver-
sus the first eco-site to the north. The Rim dom-
inates the site's southern aspect and exhibits:
colorful blue rock escarpments.,

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit is located 25 miles north of Point

of Rocks. Originaily this unit was two units con-

taining 22,169 acres of public land. An addi-
tional 640 acres of state lands remains within
the southeast corner of this unit. The area is en-
tirely bounded by roads on all sides.

Naturalness. The man-made developments in
the area consist of nine vehicle ways and one
abandoned well site. All these ways are consi-
dered substantially unnoticeable and all are
undergoing natural revegetation. The well site
is only noticeable tc the experienced eye due to
reclamation efforts of nature. An active well is
100 yards west of the unit boundary,

Outstanding Opportunities. The vastness of
this unit along with the “washboard” topo-
graphic effect contribute to outstanding oppor-

. tunities for solitude. Several persons could be

in the unit and not be aware of each other
because of the topagraphic screeningin the
form of numerous draws of canyons.

Splendid opportunities for primitive and uncon-
fined recreation are available within this unit.
Theseinclude horseback riding, hiking, camp-
ing, photography and sightseeing for botanical;
zoological and geological features. Seme small
Gaves are also available for recreational oppor-
tunities. The interesting and beautiful topo- «
graphic and geologic features {rims and cliff
escarpments) offer challenging scenic hikes
and non-technical climbing opportunities.

Supplemental Values. Ecological, geological;
scientific, educational, scenic and cultural his-
torical supplemental values enhance the wilder-
ness characteristics of the Alkali Draw inven-
tory unit, This unit serves as winter range for elk
and mule deer, golden eagles and wild horses.
Paleocene fossils, largely snails, clams and
leaves, are seen in several layers of geologic
strata suggesting a former riparian habitat. The
blue and yellow colorations associated with the
escarpments along with the sandstone forma-
tions invite geologic exploration.

This unit is-a remnant ecosystem, a relativety
rare undisturbed remaining portion of the Red
Desert where scientific studies can be accom-
plished. Also the Continental Divide splits
within this unit to create a basin where the
waters are totally contained with the province.

Of cultural-historical significance is the Paint
of Rocks-South Pass Stage Road which forms a
portion of the northwest unit border. This route
dates approximately 1865-1869 when it was us-
ed to ferry miners to and from South Pass.

t

Public Comment

Sixty-six comments were received on this unit
with 59 of the total coming from Wyoming. The
other seven came from Colorado, Utah and
Missouri. Thirty-six of the total consisted of a
general vote for or against wilderness status.
Only three of the total.were specific enough to
help determine wilderness qualities and intru-
sions. Two objected to the proposed decision.
The other comment dealt with cil and gas
exploration, livestock uses and supplemental
values; topics covered in the study phase.
Forth-seven comments were against the pro-
posed decision while 19 were in favor.of the
decision.’

None of the comments provided information
that would change the proposed decision. So
the final decision is fo establish the unitas a
Witderness Study Area.

Alkali Basin-East Sand Dunes
WY-040-316, 317

Unit Description

This combined unit is |located in east central
Sweetwater County about 21 miles northeast of
Point of Rocks. The area proposed as a WSA in-
cludes a portion of the Killpecker'Sand Dunes.
These dunes transverse this unit from west to
east. Also, this area comprises an unspoiled
remnant of the Red Desert within the Great
Divide Basin. The sand dunes themseives im-
part arolling topography to this unit and draws
and ridges of Alkali Creek provide topographic
relief to the unit. Vegetation is limited to big
sagebrush and bunchgrass covered plains be-
tween sand dunes.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The proposed acreage for this unitis
12,800. Originally the size was 47,130 acres in
two separate units divided by a rodd. The inten-
sive inventory found that his road did not exist.
Boundary adjustments combined the two units
into one proposed wilderness study area.

Maturalness. Fifteen seismic lines, ten two-
track ways and four old drill pads with their
associated access roads showed a portion of
the unit to be heavily affected by man'’s activi-
ties. In the remainder, however, only 2-track
ways, one old drill pad and a shut-in gas well
along the northern boundary road affect-the
naturalness of this unit. The sand dunes portion
(12,800 acres) has remained in a near enough
natural condition to qualify for wilderness
study area status.

Qutstanding Opportunities. Many large sand
dunes, draws and ridges in the southern half of
the unit provide excellent natural screening
from sight and sound of others. Within the dune
area is the best opportunity to have a quality
solitary experience. in the other partions,
topography and vegetation provide little natural
screening, thus these portions would provide a
low quality experience of solitude.

Only the Sand Dune porticn of this unit pro-
vides “outstanding” recreation opportunities.
The Sand Dunes provide tor the unigue type of
unconfined recreation. Other primitve and
unconfined types of recreation are horseback
riding, hiking, backpacking, camping (packing
water is a necessity), nature, wildife photo-
graphy and observation, hunting and sightsee-
ing for botanical, zeological, geological and
archeological features. 5

Supplemental Values. Of ecological interest. a
portion of the Killpecker Dunes transverses this
unit. The Killpecker Dunes are the largest active
sand dune region in Wyoming. Also, this region
comprises an unspoiled remnant of the Red
Desert within the Great Divide Basin. This rem-
nant was recommended for primitive area
designation in the Sandy-Pilot Butte MFP of
1976. These dunes help support a unigue herd
of desert elk, along with antelope, wild horses,
coyotes, raptors and numerous other wildlife
Species.

This region may be of significant value for the
study of active sand dunes — their movements
and how they are stabilized.

Archeologically, arrowheads and old chippings
bear evidence:that early day native Americans
inhabited this region.

Public Comment

This unit received 64 comments from Wyoming
and four from other states. Eighteen comments
favored the proposed decision while 44 oppos-
ed it; five of the total were in between. Only one
of the total gave enough specific information
(locations of oil and gas wells) to evaluate intru-
sions. All the rest gave a general vote for or
against wilderness, addressed supplemental
values, or addressed livestock, recreational use
of energy developments. These last three
issues are covered under the study phase
process.

Those comments oppcsed to WSA status failed
to provide any information that would alter the
proposed decision, therefore, the final decision
is to establish 12,800 acres as a Wilderness
Study Area.

Red Lake
- WY-040-318

Unit Description

The unit is1ocatedin northeastern Sweetwater
County about 20 miles northeast of Paint of
Rocks. The Rock Springs-Rawlins District boun-
dary line forms the east boundary for this unit.
Roads and state land form the remaining
boundaries.

This unit is characterized by relting brush
covered hills and stabilized dunes in its western
portion, active and partially stabilized sand
dunes throughout the central, eastern and
southern section, and the flat dry lake bed of
Red Lake in the north. These dune areas form a
portion of the Killpecker Sand Dunes. Vegeta-
tion consists of sagebrush'species, rabbitbrush
and greasewood within the draws and grassy
wet meadows between the dunes.

- General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The acreage of this unit is 10,602 acres.
Roads and a complete section of state land
foundduring the intensive inventory resulted in
1,727 acres being dropped from this unit’s
boundaries leaving a fotal of 9,515 acres.

Naturalness. The Red take Unit, in its present
status of 9,515 acres, is clearly and obviously in
an apparent natural state. During the intensive
inventory one minor two-track way originating

off the western boundary road was found. Other |

intrusions are a well and accompanying water
trough just inside the northern boundary road, a
few random vehicie tracks from 4-wheel drive
and dunebuggies and a jeep trail running north
and south through the unit. This jeep trail is
shown on a topographic map but was not
located during the intensive inventory — appar-
ently it has been oblilerated by drifting sand.

Qutstanding Opportunities. Solitude opportuni-
ties within Red Lake are excellent. Size of the
unit combined with the hilly, broken topography
provide the visitor excellent natural screening
from other visitors and/or outside influences.
Topography, vegetative patterns and sand
dunes characteristics give the wilderness user
a sense of isolation. Even from atop the larger
dunes, it would be difficult and unlikely to
notice another or several visitors who were
traveling.along the bottems of the draws.

This areais very conducive to primitive and
unconfined recreation. Theiarge dunes rising
abruptly from the surrounding vegetation make
for striking photographical subjects as well as
pure scenic beauty, Raptors, wild horses, ante-
lope, coyotes and a variety of small mammals
challenge the wildlite photographer. Hiking,
‘backpacking, camping (water must be carried
in), horseback riding, hunting and sightseeing
for botanical, zoolegical, geclogical and archeo-
logical features are other experiences available
to the recreationist. In addition, the sand dunes
offer a special type of unconfined recreation
which is not available in any established wilder- -
ness area.

Supplemental Values. Of ecological signifi-
cance, a portion of the Killpecker Sand Dunes
transversed this unit from west to east. Addi-
tionally, the dunes help suppert a unigue herd
of desert elk, as well as a variety of wildlife
species. Lastly, this region comprises an
unspoiled remnant of the Red Desert within the
Great Divide Basin and was recommended for
_primitive area designation in the Sandy-Pilot
Butte MFP of 1975. This region may be of
significant scientific value for the study of ac-
tive sand dunes-their movements and how they
are stabilized. Although this is not an important
_archeological site, lithic material found during
.the inventory bear evidence that early-day
native Americans inhabited this region.

Public Comment

Fourteen comments were received on this unit;

. 13 from Wyoming and one from Colorado. Six

comments favored the proposed decision,
seven opposed it, and cne was in between. Only
three comments, which gave specific details
about intrusions, could be used 1o evaluate
wilderness criteria. All other comments con-
sisted of a general vote for or against wilder-
ness status oraddressed vaiues to be covered
in the study phase.

The final decision therefore, is to establish
9,515 acres as a Wilderness Study Area.

Honeycomb Buttes
WY-040-323

Unit Description

This unitis in the northeastern section of
Sweetwater County, about 52 miles northeast
of Rock Springs. The unit contains several dif-
ferent terrain types ranging from sagebrush.
hills and greasewocd flats surrounding the
badlands to the eroding buttes themselves with
theirmany bluffs, small valleys and side
canyons.

The Honeycomb Buttes are ene of the best
examples of badland topegraphy in Wyoming
and although not as extensive or as spectacu-
far, they compare favorably with Badlands Na-
tional Monument in South Dakota. The vivid col-
ors of the buttes form.a rainbow of colors;
areen, red, gray, white, yellow, and violet bands
of colors may be found in the Laney Shale Mem-
ber of the Green River formation.




Copper-ﬂﬂoumain
WY-030-111

Unit Description w

The topography of the entire unit is mountain-
ous, Steep-sided canyons and rocky slopes
‘dominate the unit and give rise to rough peaks
of about 6,400 feet elevation. Elevations at the
mouths of the drainages are about 5,000 feet.
Thus, total relief in the unit is about 1,400 feet.

Vegetation throughout this arid unit is fairly
constant and consists of sparse growing sage-
brush and grass, with a healthy growth of
juniper throughout. The juniper becomes quite
thick along the dratnages and contrasts with
the surrounding reddish rock.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit has 6,858 acres of contiguous
public land. The area is bordered on the north by
private and state lands; on the west by the Wind
River Indian Reservation; on the east by a fence
line running just west of a county maintained
road; and on the south by U.S. Highway 20 and
private lands.

Naturalness. No significant impacts exist
within the unit’s boundary. A small fenceline is
located in'the extreme northeast corner of the

unit but has no effect on the area's naturalness

bacause of topcgraphic screening. Several
small cedar post drift fences may be located in
the mountains’ passes, but they do not affect
naturalness because of the overall blending of
colors and topographic scieening. :

The small quarry of the southeast has been
eliminated from the unit in that it is a work of
man that is substantially noticeable. It has no
effect on the remainder of the area because of
the topography.

This area is in natural condition throughout
with noroads, ways or cther noticeable
improvements present.

Qutstanding Opportunities. Solitude is easily
obtained in the unit. The rough topography of
drainages, peaks and outcrops, as well as the
thickness of the juniper cover in some areas,
quickly allow the visitor to be free from the
sights and sound of others. Seciuded spots
where a visitor can feel removed from man and
his works abound and are easily found.
Because of the numerous places where soli-
tude may be found, as well as the interesting
topographic features, such solitude is truly out-
standing in its scope.

The petential for primitive recreation is out-
standing. Opportunities exist for hiking, back-
packing, hunting, trapping, rock scrambling and
sightseeing for zoological and geological
features.

The topographic features would offer a chal-
lenge and present a strenuous walk for the day-
hiker or backpacker. Both large and small game
are located in the area providing a reward for
the hunter. Several topographic features would
present challenges to the nontechnical climber.
Spectacular views of the Wind River Basin and
Boysen Reservoir to the south and west could
serve to entice the sight-seerinto the area.

Supplemental Values. Views from 10 to 50

- miles from the peaks are outstanding, and

encompass such sights as the Wind River
Range, Beaver Rim and Boysen Reservoir. Good
opportunities exist for the educational and/or
scientific study of the unimpacted ecological
communities found within the area. Numerous
interesting geological farmations abound in the
unit,

Public Comment

The unit received 25 comments. Less than 10%
came from the local area. Nearly half of the
comments were from other Wyoming communi-
ties and about 40% were from the eastarn
United States. More than two-thirds of the com-
ments indicated that the area possessed wil-
derness characteristics. Less than one-third
said that the area did not possess wildernsss
characteristics. About 12% of the.comments
addressed resource values other than wilder-
ness such as mineral potential. These values

. will be considered during the study phase. The

proposed decision to establish this unitas a
Wiiderness Study Area s final.

Sweetwater Rocks
WY-030-120

Unit Description

The topography of the area is of two basic
forms. First, are the uplifted mountains of red-
dish granite rocks, slabs and exfoliating domes.
Second are the flats of Nolen Pocket in the

north, and in the west, the flat alluvial surfaces
between the base of the rocks and the boundary
road(s). Lankin Dome Is a particularily impres-
sive feature. Elevations in the area range from
about 6,200 at the western boundary road, to
about 7,700 feet on Lankin Dome: Total relief
thenis about 1,500 feet.

Vegetation varies directly with the two land
forms. The rocks support little vegetation; how-
ever, the drainages among them support fairly
dense “pockets’ of limber pine, juniper and
aspen forest. These green areas contrast
sharply with the reddish granite and are quite
scenic in nature. Understory vegetation is pri--
marily sagebrush. The flats offer little variation
invegetation from the surrounding area.
Moderate growths of low growing sagebrush

" and grasses are the consistent vegetation

throughout the areas.

General Suﬁmaw of Characteristics

Size. The unit has 6,316 acres of contiguous
pubtic fand; however, 360 acres are public sur-
face only. The unit is bordered on the north by
private lands and a road; on the west by a road;
on the south:by private lands; and on the east by
state and private fands and a road.

Maturalness. Four ways and two fencelines
penetrate the unit. Both fences penetrate from
the west and run to the base of the rocks. This
does not appreciably change the acreage figure.
The southernmost fence has no road with it,
and is substantially unnoticeable until right
upon it. A primitive way also runs in from the
west to a small pocket. Due to topography, it
has minimal effect upon the remainder of the
area. Three ways penetrate Nolen Pocket in the
north. All of these ways are two-tracked in
nature, and whilenoticeable from within the
area, do not significantly compromise the
area’s overall naturalness, and could be
rehabilitated with the use of hand tools and
time. 2

The area is in essentially natural condition.
Man's works, while moderately noticeable ina
small area, could quickly be rehabilitated to be
unnoticeable. g

Outstanding Opportunities. Due to topography.
and vegetation, solitude is clearly available in
the unit. The area which would provide solitude
is fairly small, being only about 2/3 of the unit or
approximately 4,000 acres. The remaining-
2000+ acres is flat and would not provide ~
seclusion from other users,

The draws inthe unit are generally small as are
the pockets along its perimeter. Campsites and
hiking routes, while scenic, are not secluded

from the surroundings. A large degree of visitor

overlap would occur.

The Bureau concludes that the opportunity for®
solitude exists but that it is not outstanding.
Since the area which provides topographic and
vegetalive screening to the visitor is small and
wouid be somewhat confining. The pockets
along the base do not provide the seclusion
necessary to make the area outstanding.

Outstanding opportunities for a primitive and
unconfined type of recreaticn clearly exist in
the unit. Principal examples are rock climbing,
hiking, backpacking and hunting.

Lankin Dome, the mast prominent feature of the
unit, has long been an attraction toTock climb-
ers. It has arock climbing history which dates
back to the 1950’s and it has been featured in
national magazines such as “Summit”. [t at-
tracts visitors from outside the region. Certain
views of the dome, particularly those availabie
from the east, are very spectacular. Lankin
Dome, as seen from the east, is somewhat
reminiscent of Devil’s Tower, a national monu-
ment in northeast Wyoming. Climbing in the
area is onvery high quality rock. It ranges in
difficulty from easy to extremely difficult, pro-
viding a chailenge to the most competent rock
climber.

Backpacking to one of the wooded “'pockets”
could entice recreational use. Hunting for.ante-
lope is outstanding on the flats due to the abun-
dance of game and short packing distances in-
volved. Birdwatching is also outstanding with
many species being drawn to the wooded areas.

With such a variety of possible recreational pur-
suits, as well as the exceptionally fine rock
climbing attributes, outstanding opportunities
for primitive and unconfined recreation clearly
exist within the unit.

Supplemental Yalues. Antelope abound in the
flats of this unit. Other animals seen are rap-
tors, coyotes, and a wide variety of other birds.
The area is exceptionally scenic with reddish
granite boulders, slabs and exfoliating domes
contrasting significantly with the greens of the

wooded pockets.

Public Comment

This unit received 16 comments. Nearly three-
fourths were from Wyoming, with 20% coming
from the local area. The remainder came from
the eastern United States. About three-fourths
supported the proposed decision to identify the
unit as a Wilderness Study Area. Twenty per-
cent indicated that the area did not possess wil-
derness characteristics. There was not suffi-
cient rationale to warrant changing the pro-
posed decision; therefore, the unit is now-a Wil-
derness Study Area.

Sweetwater Rocks
WY-030-122

Unit Description

Virtually all of the unit's topography consists of
mountainous terrain. These mountains of red-
dish, decomposing granite are cut by numerous
small valleys or “pockets”. Many of the granite
uplifts form gigantic slabs, domes, and/or piles
of broken rocks from the exfoliated areas
above; and exceed 100% slopes in places. Ele-
vations range from about 6,200 feet in Beaton
Pocket to 8,590 feet on Mcintosh Peak. Total
relief in the unit is about 1,800 feet.

Vegetation is considerably diverse. The rockier,
steeper siopes sometimes support little or no
vegetation. However, for the most part the
mountaing support scattered Juniper and Lim-
ber Pine which contrasts scenically with the
reddish granite. The most gutstanding vegeta-
tive character, however, Is found tn the pockets.

Here, sagebrush and grasses give way todense

stands of limber pine, juniper and aspen as one
moves *up” the pocket toward the water
source. :

General Summary of Characteristics

. Size. The unit has 13,385 acres of contiguous

public fand with one forty acre parcel of private
land and one forty acre parcel of public surface |
only. The private parcel was not incfuded in the
acreage computation.

Naturalness. The unit is, for the most part, free
of man'’s warks, and is in natural condition.
There are 2-track ways which penetrate the unit
in the scutheast and west; however, due to
vegetative and/or topographic screening, as
well as the primitive, unused nature of these
ways, they have little or no effect on the natural-
ness of the unit. Anold jade mine islocated in
the southeast, but is topographically screened
from the remaining unit. One dilapidated cabin
on publiciand in Miller Pocket is not visible
from more than 100 yards due 1o the vegetative
screening and thus has no effect on the appar-
ent naturalness of the area.

Outstanding Opportunities. Within the pockets;
the “mini-forests” allow visitors to be free of
the influence of others within relatively short
distances, Once again, the extremely scenic
nature of the forest contrasting with the red-
dish peaks of granite, enhance the solitude
opportunities significantly, making such oppor-
tunities truly outstanding in nature.

The only areas where solitude is not obtainable
are the flats at the mouths of the pockets, and
the wide alluvial slope of the extreme southeast
of the area. Here neither vegetation nor topo-
graphy allow visitors to find secluded spots or
to be out of the sights and sounds of others.

Clearly, numerous out;‘:tanding opportunities”
for solitude exist within the unit.

The unit provides a variety of opportunities for
primitive unconfined recreation including:
primitive camping, backpacking, rock climbing,
hiking, hunting and a host of related activities,
such as nature study, photography, environ-
mental educationand bird watching.

Supplemental Values. The area contains a wide
base of supplemental characters to draw visi-
tors. The histarical.aspects of the areainciude
Miller's Cabin {used by anold trapper), numer-
ous sites of arrowhead and thumb:scraper chip-
pings and fragments, and a series of Indian rock
cairns. The areais exceptionalty scenic and
coyote, deer, bighorn sheep, pronghorn ante-
lope, and a number of raptor species have been
seen in the area. Split rock, a historic tandmark
and National Register Nomination for the.
Oregon Trail corridor on the Sweetwater River,
is just south of this area.

Public Comment

This unit received 21 comments: Eight were
from the eastern United States, five from the -
local area and the remainder from other com-
munities in Wyoming.

Less than 5% indicated that the unit did not
possess wilderness characteristics. Ten per-
cent dealt with other resource values which will
be addressed in the study phase. Qver 80% of
the comments agreed with the proposed deci-
sion.and indicated that the unit does indeed
possess outstanding recreation and solitude,
has naturalness and should be placed in the
wilderness study category. Therefors, the pro-
posed decision to identify the unit as a Wilder-
ness Study Area is final.. :

Sweelwater Rocks
WY-030-123a

Unit Description

. The majority of the topography of the unit is
rugged and mountainous, l.arge expanses of
bare rock predominate througout. Vegetation is
generally sparse, but some dense stands of
Douglas fir, limber pine, aspen and cotionwood
are found in canyon draws. Juniper can be
found scattered throughout the unit. Sage-
brush, rabbit brush, and grasses are found
along the base of the rocks and on surrounding
piains.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. As aresult of the intensive inventory,
7,747 acres in two tracts were not recom-
mended for wilderness study. The northern
tract was dropped because of being severed by
non-public land ownership. The second tract is
located in the southeast part of the unit. It was
dropped because it is attached to the main part
of the unit by a narrow strip of land approxi-
mately one-hatf mile wide and because it does
not possess wilderness characteristics. The re-
maining acreage which was proposed as a Wil-
derness Study Area totals 7,041 acres and is
concentrated in one block of land near Savage
Peak. g

Naturalness. A number of intrusions are found
in the northern tract; they are confined to
fences and ways.

This block of less than 3,000 acres is attached
to the main body of the unit by a narrow strip.of
stagebrush 1/4 mile wide. It contains two-track
ways and fences. A large part of the rocks are in
state or private ownership and nearly 30% of
the unit is a sagebrush grassiand vegetative
type.

The southeast tract has several ways which
penetrate the “pockets” which surround the
rocks themselves. Martin's Cove and the south-
ern part of Savage Pocket have ways traversing
them as well as the pockets on the east near
the Dumbell Ranch headquarters and on the
south near the Sun Ranch at Devil’s Gate.
(Devil's Gate has a diversion dam and concrete
irrigation ditch in it which resulted in its exclu-
sion from further study during the initial
inventory.)

The central or core area is penetrated by three
ways. All are faint and.generally overgrown with
grasses. None detracts from the apparent natu-
ralness of the area.

Qutstanding Opportunities. The Savage Peak
segment does possess opportunities for soli-
tude. The tgpography is rough and broken and
the area is incised by numerous draws and
small canyons. The large-pocket on the west
provides excellent opportunities forcamping

“below Savage Peak itself. It is well secluded

from the surroundings and contains excellent
scenery which enhances the feeling of solitude.
The size of the area, 7,041 acres, contributes to
the feeling of solitude. Vegetation is densein
places, providing seciusion or screening for the
visitor,

A variety of opportunities for primitive and
unconfined types of recreation exist in the unit.
Those opportunities include hiking, camping,
backpacking, hunting and rock climbing,

The Savage Peak area contains great vertical
relief. Large pockets of open grass and sage-
brush on the west are surrounded by steeply ris-

ing slopes. On the east, state and private lands — _

cover most of the lower slopes of Savage Peak
and the surrounding rocks. Nonetheless, the
size of the area coupled with the diverse
topography combine to provide some high
quality opportunities for primitive recreation.
Rock climbing, hiking, camping and backpack--
ing, and hunting are principal opportunities.
Nature study and photography are related
activities. i

Supplemental Values. The unit consists of land-
forms which, while not unique to Wyoming, are
certainly unusual. Large expanses of bare gran-
ite are not found efsewhere in central Wyoming.
They form a natural and highly scenic backdrop
for the Sweetwater River Valley which has a
tong history related to the exploration and early
settiement of the west, Numerous higtorical
sites are found in or immediately adjacent to

‘Sweetwater Rocks 123a (cont))

the unit. Devil’s Gate and Martin’s Cove are two
such examples which, along with the Oregon
Trail, are historical resources of national
significance. *

The unit provides habitat for bighorn sheep. A
peregrine falcon was reported to be in the unit
by BLM biologists in the early summer of 1979.

Public Comment

This unit received twenty comments. Forty per-
cent of the comments came from the focal area,
thiry percent from other Wyoming communities
and the remaining thirty percent were from the
eastern United States, Othericomments were
received during the initial inventory from per-
sons who elected not to comment again on the
intensive inventory but who wanted their com-
ment considered throughoutithe inventory
Process. :

Nearly three fourths of the comments indicated
that the area did possess wilderness character-
istics and agreed with the proposed decision.
One fourth of the comment indicated that the
area did not possess wilderness
characteristics. |

Some of the comment supparting the decision
thought that the southeast corner and north end
of the unit should not be dropped as proposed.
Other comment felt that these tracts shouid be
dropped for the reasons listed in the intensive
inventory findings. The comment did not pro-
vide sufficient rationale to change the proposed
decision, Therefore, the propesed decision is
final. i I

Sweetwater hocks -
WY-030-123b

Unit Description l

Topography consists almost-entirely of rough,
broken granite domes and outcrops. Sagebrush
flats make up about 10-15% of the unit. The
name Sweetwater Rocks or Granite Mountains
is very descriptive of the topography. Parts of
the unit resemble a pile of huge monolithic rock
masses. Although not unique te Wyoming or
the west, the Sweetwater Rocks are unusual
and provide a very scenic backdrop to the
historic Sweetwater Valley. .

. Juniper and scattered limber pine are found on

the rocky slopes: Aspen can be found along the
base of the rocks, while sagebrush and grasses
are found onthe surrounding plains. Large ex-
panses of bare rock characterize the unit.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. This unit is the western portion of initial

“inventory unit WY-030-123 which contained an
estimated 19,900 acres. The area was split into
two units by a road identified by the public
which crosses private, state!and public lands as
it traverses the unit in a north-south direction.
Other roads and intrusions were identified dur-
ing the initial inventory. Some natrow fingers of
land extending from the unit/were dropped: A
total of 885 acres was dropped because of _
these intrusions and “fingers.” Considering

-adjustments which correct original caiculation
errors, the size of the unit is 6,429 acres.

Naturalness. The.unit is largely free of man-.
made intrusions. Those that iexist ore confined
to two-track ways, one bladed séction of road,
and about .3.0f a mile of fence. The ways and
bladed road are all located on the east and
northeast ends of the unit. All are found in the
open sagebrush areas. The fence ends at the
edge of the rocks themselves. The rough, rocky
area is devoid of the works of man.

The ways and bladed road are guite noticeable
if you are on or near them. Their visual impact is
confined to the level, sage covered areas
around the base of the rocks. As a whole, the
unit meets the naturalniess criterion.

Outstanding Opportunities. The unitis long and
linear. In three places it is only a mile wide or
less. The typicat maximum width is about 1.5
miles. The linear shape would limit oppartuni-
ties for the visitor to find any isolation from
others in the unit.

The north side has a constraint on use because
of the land ownership pattern. Analysis of topo-
graphic maps and field inspection reveals that
the base and lower slopes of the rocks fora
distance of 2-3/4 miles is in private and state
ownership. This ieaves bald ridges in public
ownership and the lower slopes and ridges
unavailable for consideration for wilderness.
This would further have the effect of concen-
trating use in areas with ability to provide
solitude.

The BLM has concluded that the degree of soli-
tude available to the visitor would be a function
of the number of visitors rather than terrain,
vegetation er size. The opportunity for solitude
exists in the unit but is limited.

Primitive recreation opportunities include hik-
ing, camping, rock climbing, hunting, and
related activities such as photography, nature
study, sightseeing and bird watching.

BLM concludes that the area does provide out-
standing opportunities fora primitive, uncon-
fined type of recreation; however, the oppor-
tunity is fimited.

Supplemental Values. Geological study, as well
as.scenic attributes, are also found in the unit.

" The Sweetwater Rocks contain historical and

archeological sites.

Public Comment

Ten comments were received, with about one-
third from the local area.and two-thirds from
other parts of Wyoming. One comment was
received from the eastern Unitea States. About
60% of the comments disagreed with the pro-
posed decision to drop the unit from further
study. Most of these comments dealt with out-
standing opportunities for selitude and primi-
tive recreation,

Following a review of the comments and the
rationale provided in those comments, BLM has
determined that there is sufficient cause to
believe that a substantial segment of the public
feels that this unit meets the criteria tor study
and therefore the final decision is to retain the
unit as a Wilderness Study Area.

Encampment River Canyon
WY-030-301

Unit Description

The unit lies in the foothiils of the Sierra Madre
Mountains of southern Wyoming. The town of
Encampment is two miles to the nerth. The unit
includes the Encampment River and Miner
Creek canyons, both of which are deep, spec-
tacular gorges. Vegetation is diverse, ranging
from sagebrush on open slopes to scattered
stands of limber pine, aspen, cottonwood and
lodgepole pine.

Rock cutcrops are abundant, giving the unit a
very rough, wild'appearance. Steep talus slopes

are also common.

The area has undergone intense mineral
exploraticn since the late 1800's. This activity
has left numerous exploration and validation
pits throughout the unit; almost every view of
the canyon shows some evidence of past min-
eral exploration.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit contains 5,840 acres. Field inves-
tigation resulted in numerous man-made intru-
sions being identified and mapped. The area
which could be considered natural was reduced
in size by 2,460 acres. This leaves 3,380 acres, a
figure considerably less than the 5,000 acre
minimum guideline for wilderness.

Naturalness. Field investigation has identified
several roads, mineral exploration pits, two-
track ways, cabins, fences and a powerline. As
aresult of these man-made intrusions, 2,460
acres clearly faii to meet the criterion for natu-
ralness. The remaining 3,380 acres do meet the
naturalness criterion.

Outstanding Opportunities. The 3,380 acres,
consisting largely of the Miner Creek and
Encampment River canyons, does provide an
outstanding opportunity for solitude. Both can-

~yons are deep, steep walled and rugged. Both-
contain dense vegetation along the streams
themselves which weuld effectively screen the
visitor from others. Further, the great relief ot
the area completely shields visitors to the can-
yons from sights and sounds from the 1LO.O.F.
camp and the town of Encampment as well, in
spite of their close proximity. The scattered
mining pits and other intrusions in the 3,380
acre canyon area do not adversely affect
solitude.

Although a foot trail {ollows the Encampment
River, sufficient campsites would be available
s0 that visitors would not be concentrated in
certain areas.

The area has long been identified by the genera|
public, area residents, conservation groups and
previous BLM planning efforts as naving high
_quality primitive values, outstanding opportuni-
ties for primitive recreation, and outstanding
natural values. The public has long identified
the area as one where existing scenic, recrea-
tional, and wildlife values should be protected.

Suppiemental Values. The unit provides habitat
for a wide variety of wildlife species and is
crucial winter habitat for deer, elk and bighorn
sheep.

Public Comment

The Encampment River Canyon Unit receivec a
great deal of comment. Of the 58 comments,
about half were from the local area, 40% came
from other communities in Wyecming, and the
remainder came from other western states,

It has been pointed out by public comment dur-
ing the inventory that although the BLM wilder- *
ness inventory unit and the U.S. Forest Service
RARE Il unit are not contiguous, they are con-
nected by the physical features of the canyon
and by a legal permanent foot trail easement.
The units are used as one unit. This effectively
increases the size of the unit.

Public comment has also peinted out that the
narrow, deep canyons of the Encampment River
anc Miner Creek provide outstanding opportuni-
ties for solitude, in spite of their small size, and
that their size (3,380 acres) is sufficient to man-
age as wilderness.

Over half of the comments said that the area
possessed wilderness characteristics. While
forty percent of the comments said that the
area did no1 possess wilderness
characteristics. Less than 10% of the com-
ments were concerned with other resaurce
values such as minerals or water development
potential.

The comment supporting wilderness study indi-
cated that the area provided cutstanding oppor-
tunities for solitude and primitive, unconfined
recreation. It pointed out supplemental values
such as wildlife.

Other comment concerned the intrusions in the
unit, including ways that are used as access to
private and state lands. .

The rational providedin ihé public comment is
sufficient to warrant retaining a porticn of the
unit totalling 3,380 acres as a Wilcerness Study
Area.

Bennett Mountains
_WY-030-304

Unit Description

The Bennett Mountains are a small mountain
range iying €ast of Seminoe Dam and west of
the Shirley Mountains. They consist of an
abruptly rising mountain wall on the south and

- a series of small canyons or gulches on the

north. Overall, the terrain is very rugged. Rock
outcrops abound throughout and travel by any
means would be quite strenucus.

Vegetationis diverse. Pondercsa Pineisfound
along the southern crest of the range through-
out its entire length. Limber Pine and aspen are
common, the former being scattered through-
out the unit. Fairly large expanses of sagebrush
are-found in the unit.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit originally contained approxi-
mately 7,080 acres. This figure was reduced by
1,358 acres because ¢f roads and other intru-
sions, leaving 5,722 acres in the unit.

Naturainess. BLM located a series of man-made
intrusions which detracted from apparent natu-
ralness. They were all located on the perimeter
of the unit and were dropped, reducing the unit
toits present size.

Outstanding Opportunities. The high topc-
graphic variability coupled with the vegetative
cover provides an outstanding opportunity. for
solitude. The deep canyons on the nerth and
south of the unit includes many secluded sites
for visitors. The topography and vegetation’
make it easy for one 1o avoid the sights and
sounds of othervisitors in the unit.

Number 2 and Number 3 gulches along with
Hurt and Spencer gulches contain steep rocky
areas and scattered pockets of coniferous and
aspen trees. All offer seciuded campsites.

L While in these gulches, the visitor would be
effectively screened from other visitors in the
area. i

The Bennett Mountains contain outstanding
opportunities for a primitive and unconfined
type of recreation. Examples would be hunting,
hiking, sightseeing, wildlife observation, back-
packing and some rock climbing.

Supplementat Values. Other than the wildiife
habitat that the area provides, there are no sup-
plemental values.

Public Comment

The unit received 21 comments, with 10% from
the local area, B0% from other Wyoming com-
munities and 5% from other states. Three-
fourths of the commenis said the area had wil-
derness values and characteristics. The remain-
der stated that the unit did not possess wilder-

ness characteristics and that there were other,
resource values that would conflict with wilder-
ness. These values will be addressed in the
study phase. The rationale in the comments
provided reascnable justification.to retain the
unit as a Wilderness Study Area. g

Pedro Mountains
WY-030-305

Unit Description

The unit-is characterized by rugged topegraphy
and an open type vegetative cover consisting of
sagebrush, scattered conifer and some aspen
pockets in wet draws. Several dense stands of
conifers are found in the unit. Rugged ridges
and mountain peaks rise abruptly over 1000 feet
above the piains. The area within the unit boun-
dary by no means includes all of the Pedro
Mountains. This areais natural in appearance
and quite-scenic.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The original size of this unit was 10,460
acres of public land. Field investigation identi-
fied roads which cut off 4,470 acres. The.
remaining lands consist of 5,99C acres.

Naturalness. Despite the presence of several
man-made intrusions, the unit appears toretain
an essentially natural character. The cumula-
tive effect of all intrusions compromises
naturalness to a minor degree, Three ways and
abladed road located within the area. and an
enclosure fence constitute the major intrusions
upon naturalness. However, significant dis-
tances and visual obstructions exist between
all of these instrusions, lessening theirimpact.

Outstanding Opportunities. The unit is parrow
and linear. The only “blocked" part lies arcund
Pyramid Peak. the mountainous topography
and the isolation possible in the area between
Pyramid Peak and the peak to the north pro-
vides an area in the unit where someong could
experience outstanding selitude, Since Bureau
directives do not require outstanding oppor-
tunities for solitude in each portion of the unit.
it is determined that this unit does posséss
outstanding oppertunities for solitude in'some

" portions of the unit. ‘

The Pedro Mountains provide opportunities for
several types of primitive. uncontined recrea-
tion. Deer and elk hunting. hiking. primitive
camping and backpacking are the principal
examples; however. none of theseare
outstanding. '

Supplemental Values. The unit provides wildlife
habitat for a variety of species. They alsoc pro-
vide winter roosting areas for approximately 20
bald eagles. making the Pedro Mountainsan *
ideal place for research observation.

Public Comment

The unit received 27 comments. with 70% being
form letters from Ohio. About 25% of the com-
ments were from Wyoming and the remainder
were from otherwestern states. The comments
from Ohio stated that the area had wilderness
character and should be designated a Wilder-
ness Study Area. The remaining comments
were evenly split over the question of -
wilderness characteristics. Since size and adja-
cent land ownership should netinfluence the
determination of outstanding oppoertunity. the
BLM has reversed the proposed decision to
drop the unit from further study. Therefore. the
final decision is to retain the unit as a Wilder-
ness Stuady Area.

Adobe Town
WY-030-401
WY-040-408

Unit Description

Adobe Town itself is a large expanse of high
desert. It consists of a high plateau deeply
carved by the forces of water and wind intc an
area of outstandingly scenic geological forma-
tions. Rim areas within the two subunits con-
tain outstanding badland features character-
ized by colorful rims, buttes and escarpments
virtuaily untouched by man's activities.

Two major drainages, Sand Creek and Skull
Creek, flow through the unit and along with
other erosion features have carved a maze of
canyons, spifes and buttes in avariety of pastel
shades. It is of exceptional geolegic and scenic
quality.

The two subunits contain great topographic
diversity. In-addition to the prominent badland

features mentioned above, the area contains ex-

panses of desert pavement and large areas of
rolling hills made up of stakilized sand dunes.
Elevation ranges from 6,500 to 7,000 feet with

. logal reiief in the rim and badiand areas oiten

exceeding 300 feet, The climate isarid with 7 to
9 inches of rainfall per year.
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Honeycomb Buttes (cont.)
General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The original unit totaled 75,123 acres. Of
this total 42,460 acres were found to meet all

wilderness criteria.

Naturalness. The northern hills section of the
unit as.well as the southern flatlands contain
many intrusions resulting from human activity
inthe area. These areas contain such intrusions
as jeep trails, seismograph lines, old il and
has drill sites and uranium access ways. Due to
the frequency, extent, and number of intrusions
in these areas (50 roads, trails and ways total-
ing 117.6 mites), these areas were found not to
bein arelatively natural condition and were *
dropped from the unit.

The Honeycomb Buttes proper contained only
two intrusions (2.9 miles of illegal uranium ac-
cess trails) which are in the process of rehabili-
tation, and are considered insignificant. The
rest of the unit has a few old jeep trails and two

oid washed out reservoirs, all of which are fairly -

minor and have deteriorated to a point where
they no longer affect the naturalness of the area
to any substantial degree. -

Outstanding Opportunities. The Honeycomb
Buttes area has many cliffs, ridges, caves, can-
yons, secluded valleys and grottos. These items
all'lcombine to make for very effective visitor
screening. The spectacular wild setting and
rugged remoteness of the Buttes, when com-
bined with the awesome power of nature-on
display, serve to dramatijcally sever man’s ties
with civilization and evoke an ocutstanding
sense of solitude.

Recreation opportunities in the unit include hik-
ing. horseback riding. desert. camping. wildlife.
wild horse and nalure observation and photo-
graphy. non-technical rock ¢limbing. cavingin
the “mud” or erosion-type caves found in the
Buttes. as well as fockhounding for agates.
jade. fossils and fossil casts and petrified

wood. When these varied and high quality activi-

ties are carried out amid the twisted and con-
torted shapes and beauty of the Buttes. they do
indeed qualify as "outstanding opportunities.”

Supplemental Values. The area is used by
pronghorn, wild horses, mule deer, coyotes,
badgers, raptors. prairie dogs and ground squir-
rels. Due to the wild. isolated nature of the
country such relatively rare or shy animals as
mountainiions, bobcats and elk also use the
area. Little brown bats ang various raptors us
the caves for nesting. and raptors {mainiy.
golden eagle and prairie falcons) use the c¢liffs
for nests and the valley bottoms forhunting.
The erosive geolegy of the area provides sculp-
tured buttes and bluffs in a wide variety of
colors. Fossils. fossil casts and scattered semi-
precious stones may be found here also.

The northern rim of the unit is the Continental
Divide. The Divide splits just west of the unit
and encloses the Great Divide Basin, of which
Honeycomb Buttes are a part. This basin has no
external surface drainage. ¥

The area has a few known archeological sites
but their significance is unknown. A portion of
the old Point of Rocks-South Pass City State
Route runs through a part of the west side of
the unit aiso. :

Pubilic Comment

Twenty four public comments were received for
this spegcific unit. Of those, 14 were in favor of
WSA status and 9 were against, with one in be-
tween. Only one comment was specific enough
to help determine wilderness qualities and
intrusions.

Since no comments provided information that
would change the proposed decision, the final
decision is to establish 41,620 acres as a Wil-
derness Study Area.

Devil’s Playground-Twin Buttes
WY-040-401, 402

Unit Description

The Devil's Playground-Twin Buttes Unit is
characterized by highly eroded badland areas
largely devoid of vegetation and by high out-
crops with scattered patches of juniper and
sparse grasses. The most prominent points are
Black Mountain and Twin Buttes, both large
mesas which are located in the west-central
and southern portions of the unit.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The size was originally reported as 26,605
acres. This is a combination of two units —
Devil's Playground (WY-040-401) which was
16,704 acres and Twin Buites (WY-040-402)
which was 9,901 acres. No changes in acreage

~were made during the intensive inventory.

However, due to public comment and review,
2.328 acres were dropped due to numerous in-
trusions. leaving the size at 24,276 acres.

Naturatness. During the Salt Wells Area Mana-
ger's supplemental evaluation of the intensive
inventory unit, 17 reservoirs, over 23 routes, a
dry hole well and a fence were found scattered
over the unit. The condition of‘the reservoirs
varied from disrepair to functional and opera-
tive. The routes varied from faint and obscure to
bladed scars and substantially noticeable.
Some comments were received from the public
on the numerous intrusions in the unit. Upon
review it was felt that a portion of the unit was
essentially unnatural. This 2,329-acre portion
was dropped.

Outstanding Opportunities. BLM feels that the
abundant tepographic diversity created by the
‘numerous drainages provides substantial topo-
graphic screening for outstanding opportuni-
ties for solitude.

The area has outstanding opportunities for hik-
ing, camping, horseback riding, photography
and sightseeing. .

Supplemental Vaiues. The unit has interesting
and unusual geclogic featufes. Fossil deposits
and evidence cf earfy man can be found
throughout the unit.

Public Comment

A total of s8ix public comments were received;
four were from within state and two were out-of-
state. Four of the comments agree with the pro-
posed decision to make the area a WA,
although only two comments provided reasons
why they agree and none of the four provided
any new intormation that suppaorts the pro-
posed decision. Twe of the ceomments disagree
with the BLM's report which found the area hav-
ing naturalness and outstanding opportunities
tor solitude and primitive, unconfined recrea:
tion. Both disagreeing comments .provided
reasons why they disagree, and one provided
new information concerning the presence of a
dry holé well which was not discovered in the
intensive inventory.

A supplemental evaluation was made during
the public revisw and comment period by the
Salt Wells Area Manager because a special
review team had found several mapping errors
and omissions as well as a gross understate-
ment of man’s work in the area in the intensive
inventory report. The supplemental evaluation
verified the findings of the special review team
and recommended that 2,329 acres of heavily
intruded lands be deleted from further wilder-
ness review and that the area be divided into
two WSAS because they are split by a road.

Therefore, the final decision is to delete the
2,329 acres which are heavily intruded and
divide the combined unit into two WSAs: Devil’s
Piayground {15,646 acrea) and Twin Buttes
{8,630 acres).

Red Creek Badlands-Tepee Mountain
WY-040-406, 407, 410

5 Unit Description

The Red Creek Unit consists of a generally
scenic area varying from:sagebrush flats above
the northern rim and changing abruptly to
rugged eroded juniper badiands which blend to
sagebrush and grass, low bluffs, and draws
along Red Creek. South of Red Creek the long

draws slope steeply upward to Tepee Mountain .

which Is capped with a small stand of limber
pine and Douglas-fir. Elevations vary from 6,480

" feet at Richards Gap where Red Creek leaves

the unit and enters Utah to 8,700 feet at the top
of Tepee Mountain. This 2,300-foot variation

" allows for an interesting diversity of vegetation

and related animati species. Plant species vary
from greasewood and sagebrush to juniper and
bitterbrush, with pockets of cottonwoods,
chokecherry, pinon pine, and finally, at the
higher elevations and in the cooler canyons,
Douglas-fir and limber pine.

Buring review of the intensive inventory, numer-
ous mapping errors were found together with
improper apptication of directives underwhich
the inventory was conducted, numerous mapp-
ing omissions of man-made intrusions, a failure
to adequately analyze routes, and overstate-
ment of suppleméntal values. The proposed
decision was to make the unit a WSA pending>
reinventory. The unit was subsequently reinven-
toried during the summer of 1980, and a public
field tour with local citizens was conducted to
get public input.

General Summary of Characleristics

Size. The size of the unit, as given to the
reinventory team, was 25,194 acres. The rein-
ventory expanded this acreage to approxi-
mately 34,045 acres because portions of the -
boundary were not located properly. The rein-
ventory team felt that inventory criteria rmay
have been misinterpreted in establishing por-
tions of the boundaries, and had some guestion
as to the status of some of the “roads” used as
boundaries. Therefore, boundaries were estab-
lished about which there could be no doubt.

Naturalness. The natural character of the unit
has been severly impaired by the numerous in-
trusions:in the unit, including seismic lines,

~ ways, roads, reservoirs, gravel pits, drill sites

and fenced exclosures. The majority of these
intrusions are significant, highly visible and
detract from any apparent naturalness of the
unit.

Approximately 7,100 acres were identified'in
the Red Creek Badlands as meeting the criteria
for naturalness. :

Outstanding Opportunities. This same 7,100
acres inthe Badlands was determined to meet
the criteria for cutstanding opportunity for soli-
tude, mainly due to the rugged terrain and
vegetative screening. The remaining 26,945
acres do not offer outstanding opportunities for
solitude due to the fack of vegetative screening
and a high concentration of visible intrusions. 1t
is difficult to travel more than one mile in any
direction without encountering some evidence
of man's activities. -

There are several opportunities available in the
unit for primitive and unconfined recreation
such as hiking, sightseeing, hunting and horse-
back riding; however, these Wwere not consi-
dered outstanding when compared to others of
their kind.

Supplemental Values. Supplemental values
incluge important elk and deer winter range and
possibly the northeasternmast stands of pinon
pine. The Red Creek Badlands, besides having
outstanding scenic values, area'criticai water-
shed which contribute a high amount of sedi-
ment to the Green River and eventually the Col-
orado River. Scott Canyon is a unigue and
highly scenic geologic formation deserving
special recognition.

Public Comment

Ten of the the fourteen comments were local
and four were from out-of-state. Ten of the com-
ments agreed with the proposed decision to
make the unit a WSA, and five gave reasons why
they agreed. Three of the comments disagreed
with the BLM's first intensive inventory report
which found the unit to have naturalness and
outstanding opportunities for solitude and
primitive, unconfined recreation. Two of these
comments gave reasons why they disagree.
One comment from a rancher provided new
information concerning use and mainfenance
of one of theroutes in the unit.

After analyzing all the comments: the final deci-
sion is to retain 7,100 acres in the Red Creek
Badlands as a Wilderness Study Area and drop
the remaining acreage.

»

Whitehorse Creek
WY-040-325

Unit Description

Whitehorse Creek lies mostly in south-eastern
Fremont county with some of the area extend-
ing into Sweetwater County. This unit’is about
30 miles to the northeast of Farson, The unit
contains a multitude of habitats and land- .
scapes, such as lush aspen and pine groves,
high, sheer sandsone cliffs, and an area of
magnificent badland tépography. A major por-
tion of this unit is made up of a group of eroding
red, green and gray buttes. Topography in the
central and western sections consists of a flat,
sage covered basin, rimmed by sheer mud and
clay escarpments rising to 100 feet above the
valley floor. :

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The Whitehorse Creek unit originally
totaled 6,690 acres of public land. Based on
pubtic comment and field inspection, a road
leading tc a reservair reduced 75 acres from the
original acreage. A large number of jeep traii
intrusions reduced the acreage further to 4,028
acres.

Maturalness. Several intrusions extend into

the unit, such as two-track ways, a seismograph
line and an old, abandoned reservoir, but they
are faint, washed out in parts, or get infrequent
use. The Bureau felt that the portion retained in
the unit is in an essentially natural condition.

Outstanding Oppaortunities. Opportunity for
solitude is.particularly high in areas west of the
Continental Divide, north of Oregon Buttes and
south of Pastel Butte. From atop the largest
Butte in the area, which rises 650 feet above the
basin floor and 7,915 feet above sea level, a
keen sense of isolation and solitude is felt as
one looks down into the maze-like sétting
created by the eroded escarpment lining the
Whitehorse Creek Basin.

.

Particularly outstanding opportunities for primi-
tive and unconfined recreation include rock
climbing and studying the unique badland type
topography of Whitehorse Creek. Other excel-
lent recreational opportunities of Whitehorse
Creek, are nature and wildlife photography
along with bird watehing. Other recreaticniin-
cludes hiking, horseback riding, backpacking
and sightseeing of geological and archeologi-
cal features.

Supplemental Values. A great number of sup-
plemental values can be found in this unit. The
badlands are laced with petrified wood, algae

. beds and fossils of snails and clams.

TheWhitehorse Creek Unit is important raptor
habitat: marsh hawks, golden eagles, pairie
falcons, red-tailed hawks and various owls
occur here. Other wildlife include ducks, which
inhabit the few wet meadows within the unit,
wild horses, mule deer, antelope and coyotes.

The northeast-soutwestern trending escarp-
ment s the predominate geologic and scenic
feature of the unit. These rugged, deeply eroded
green, gray, and red clay Buttes offeran unsur-
passed visual experience, For example, Pastel
Cathedral, is draped in a rainbow of soft pastel
hues: reds, oranges, lavender, purple, pinks,
greens, browns, greys and white.

Archeologically, several oldIndian chippings
were found offering proof that ancient Native -
Arericans once roamed in this area.

Public Comment

Only two comments were received on the inten-
sive inventory. One comment was local and the
other from within Wyoming. Both comments
felt the unit should be retained for study. it
should be pointed out that the BLM inventory
findings stated that this unit possessed out-
standing opportunities for both solitude and
primitive recreation but that, because of intru-
sions in the eastern portion of the unit, the
remaining 4,028 acres fell befow the 5,000
minimurm. The boundary used to divide this unit
from the:adjacent Oregon Buttes Unit is ajeep
trail deemed to be noticeable encugh to serve
as a boundary.

After reviewing the comments on the Oregon

' Buttes and recognizing that the Whitehorse

Creek Unit is truly an extension of the topo-
graphy surrounding the Buttes, the BLM has
decided the 4,028-acre unit should be included
as a WSA and study the area in conjunction
with the Oregonr Buttes Unit. Therefore, the
4.028 acres which fully meets all criteriais
established as a Wilderness Study Area.

Oregon Buites
WY-040-324

Unit Description

This unit is located in north-central Sweetwater
County about 30 miles northeast of Farson. The
Oregon Buttes are a prominent tandmark rising
-out the northwestern part of the Red Desert to a

* height of 8,612 above sea level and 1,200 feet

above the desert floor. The Continental Divde
also occurs within thisvicinity. The Buttes
possess awide variety of vegetative types,
most notably limber pine stands, but small,
isolated stands of aspen are also present.
Sagebrush dominates the flat tops of the
Buttes, and both big sage and nuttal saltbrush
communities dominate the lower slopes along
with some perennial forb communities. Numer-
ous springs display lush, green wet meadows.
A panoramic view of the desert occurs to the
south, the ruggedly eroded and beautifully col-
ortul escarpments of Whitehorse Creek
Badlands. The Wind River Range, with its ma-
jestic snow-covered peaks, lies far off to the
ncrth.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The original Oregon Buttes inventory unit
totaled 7,578 acres which included 422 acres of
state land. Due to public comment, a road runn-

ing through Sections 12, 13, 23 and 24 was iden- 5

tified which dropped 1,456 acres from the
southeastern portion of the unit. During inten-
sive inventory, all state land (422 acres) was
considered extraneous to the unit so it was
dropped. Thus the size of this unit is 5,700
acres of federally owned land.

Naturalness. At first glance and from a dis-
tance, the Oregon Buttes appeartobeina
mostly natural condition. However, closer
inspection reveals two seismograph trails and
13 two-track trails which reduce the natural-
ness of this unit to marginal levels. However,
these intrusions all fade into obscurity; some to
die as haphazard tire tracks across the hilfs and
dry claylike soil; others ending abruptly at the
top of a bench or saddle ridge; and others over-
grown with sage and grass.

Oregon Buttes (cont)

Ouistanding Opportunities. Opportunity for
solitude in the unit is good even though it is
relatively small (5,700 acres); however, much of
this is due to the undeveloped natuse of the sur-
rounding countryside. Outstanding opportuni-
ties can be found in the tiny pocketi forests
scattered around the Buttes. Also, if no motor-
ized vehicles are using the ways and trails in
and aroung the unit, the dominating character
of the Buttes upon the landscape and wide
vistas provide a readily apparent sense of
isolation.

Opportunities for primitive and-unconfined rec-
reation are outstanding in the Oregon Buttes. .
Being prime rapior habitat, the Buttes provide
bird watchers with a variety of species and
hours upon hours of observation time. Also, this
is a prime area for scenic and wildlife photo-
graphy offering a unique variety of settings and
subjects. Other opportunities include hiking,
rock climbing, backpacking, hunting, horseback
riding and sightseeing. Finally, this area is a
rockhounder’s paradise with petrified wood,
agates, agatized wood, toritilla shells, fossil
casts, chert and many other types of collec-
table rocks.and minerals. } | :

1}
Supplemental Values. The Oregon Buttes are
rich in supplemental values. Under geclogica!
values, petrified wood is abundant varying in
size from chips and remnants to petrified
stumps. |
The historical significance of Oregc!)n Buttes
has been well documented. The Buttes were an
important landmark for fur trappers, mission-
aries, Oregon settlers, Mormons and California
gold seekers traveling the Emigrant Trail,
located just 62 miles to the north. Robert
Stuart of the Pacific Fur Cempany 1811;
General W. H. Ashley in 1824; Captain B.L. E. -
Bonneville in 1832; Reverend Samuel Parker,
Narcissa Prentiss Whitman and Eliza Hart
Spalding (the first white women to cross South
Pass); and John C. Fremont led by Kit Carsonin
1842, transversed the famous South Pass and
traveled the Emigrant Trail past Oregon Buttes,
Journals of some early travelers speak of the
psychological and spiritual lift inspired by
Oregon Buttes. Of archeological significance,
remains of old Indian Tepee rings can be found
in the shadow of one of the main Buttes. Under
wildlife values, this area is important to marsh-
hawks, golden eagle, prairie falcons, red-tailed
hawks, various owls and possibly peregrine fal-
cons. This areais also significant elk and deer
winter range. Finally, cougars and coyotes may
be seen along with numerous antelope and
sage grouse. |

Public Comment

Of the nine comments received on the intensive
inventory findings, six were local, two were
within Wyoming and one was from out-of-state.
Several comments stated the area has out-
standing scenery, wildlife and historical values
and should be studied. Some felt the intrusions
documented were minorand that the unit offers
an outstanding wilderness experience. One per-
son expressed concern that wilderness ex-
cludes the very young and the aged! One other
comment stated that although the area has
some intrusions, they would rapidly heal if the
area were protected. The out-of-state comment
stated that the area is visited every year by peo-
ple from Texas who feel the uncomparable
beauty of the unit should be protected.

The general thread that runs through all nine
comments is that although the unit does have
some intrusions. they did not agree: they were
as significant as the BLM had stated and they
felt the unit should be studied. Therefore,
because of the public comments and after
careful reassessment of the unit, 5700 acres in
the area is established as a Wilderness Study
Area to be further evaluated in the context of
multipte use in the study phase.

Mill Creek
WY-040-335

Unit Description

This unit is located in northwestern Fremont
Gounty about 30 miles north-northeast of
Farson. |

The predominate topographical feature within
this area is a north/south trending canyon
through which the Sweetwater River flows. This
canyon is heavily forested with lodgepole and
limber pine intermingled with quaking aspens.
Interspersed between the stands ofjtree
species are big sagebrush parks. Also, quiet
streamside glens and nooks are interspersed
with rumbling cascades. Finally, high jagged
canyon cliffs give one a panoramic view of an
unspoiled setting. Mill Creek and Blair Creek
are the connecting side drainages.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The size of this unit is 1,300 acres, but the
size criteria of 5,000 minimum acres is waived
“because this unit is contiguous with the
Bridger-Teton National Forest RARE I Unit

- 4901 which is greater than 5,000 acres.

Naturalness. A total of 614 acres was dropped
from the original size {1,914 acres)of this unit
because two roads and seven short ways were
located during the intensive inventory. These
intrusions released an area in the northwestern
corner of the unit. The remaining acreage (1,300)
has some miner intrusions (old cabins), but
these do nat detract from the naturalness of the
area, The majority of the unit is in a near pris-
tine condition. The northern part of the unit
(about 500 acres) burned in the Blair Creek Fire
of 1978: and has hand-dug fire lines aroung the
tire's perimeter. Partions of the burn area have
been replanted by BLM to native tree species.

Outstanding Opportunities. In spite of the small
size of this upit, topographic and vegetative
features provide an outstanding opportunity to
experience solitude. A combination of a narrow,
winding, steeply sloped river canyon with heavy
forest provides an excellent setting for this
experience.

Many forms of primitive and unconfined recrea-
tion can be experienced within the Mill Creek
Unit. Outstanding opportunities exist in big
game hunting, trout fishing, rock climbing on
jagged granite cliffs, nature and wildlife photo-
graphy, plus hiking, backpacking, camping,
horseback riding and cross country skiing.
Lush mountain meadows perched beside rip-
pling water lend themselves to scenic
campsites.

Suppiemental Values. The large.number of
plant associations within the unit support great
numbers and varieties of wildlife. This area is
prime elk calving range as well as summer and:
fall range for elk. mule deer, pronghorn ante-
lope. black bear. cougar and other animais.

Of historical interest to this area are a number
of old sites and artifacts showing past habita-
tion and use by man. An oid logging camp lies
on a small bench a few feet above the Sweet-
water River. Two old cabins, their roofs caved in
but their walls still standing, endure'along the
River: This site is known as Madill’'s Camp and
was supposedly built by a dentist from Rock
Springs as a fishing and hunting camp about .

- the turn of the century. it has been abandoned

forover 50 years.

An old Forest Service campground lies on the
northern boundary of the unit and a BLM camp-
ground lies on the southern boundary. Both
sites are on the river. and provide excellent
access peints to the unit. Both receive about
6.000 visitor use days annually.

Public Comment

This unit received considerable public com-
ment from severa! states: Wyoming (7 com- .
ments), Ohio (12), Texas (1), Washington D.C. (1).
Fourteen of the twenty-one commenits favored
BLM's findings that the unit does possess
outstanding characteristics while six com-
ments disagreed with the BLM's finding. All
comments relate with supplemental values or
topics to be addressed in the study phase.

Since no information was provided which would
change the proposed decision, the final deci-
sion is'to establish 1,300 acres as a Wilderness
Study Area.

£

CASPER DISTRICT

Gardner Mountain
WY-060-201

Unit Description -

The topagraphy varies from gentle grass
covered slopes to steep-forested ridges and
sheerdeep canyons. The two major perennial
streams. Beartrap Creek and North Fork of the
Red Fork and the canyons they formed. traverse
the length of the unit and separate the gentie
grasslands from the rugged. steep topography.
The slopes vary from grass and sage covered to
heavily forested. Elevation of the unit ranges

- from 5700 to 7800 feet.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The size of the unit is approximately 6,423
acres. Numerous road reclassifications and
several range improvements had reduced the
size of the unit from the 18,440 acres originally.

identified in the initial inventory.

Naturalness. A large portion of the unit has
been affected by the imprints of man's work.
Evidence of logging activities, mill sites, range
improvements and leg cabins which clearly
impact the naturalness of the aréé resulted ina
large amount of acreage being dropped from
turther study. The remaining acreage has been
primarily atfected by the forces of nature and
man's work is substantially unnoticeable.

Outstanding Opportunities. Within the unit are
two major canyons. rugged topography and
heavily forested terrain which provides an abun-
dance of natural screening so that solitude can
be found.

The variety in terrain and vegetative cover,
along with the presence of many different types
of wildlife creates a broad-base for a variety of
recreational activities. The area would offer an
outstanding opportunity for primitive and
unconfined type of recreation.

Supplemental Values. The unit provides critical
winter habitat for elk and is yearlong range for
- mule deer. Opportunities to view many types of
wildlife are excellent. Both rivers within the unit
- provide excellent fishing opportunities and
opportunities to view geological formations in
the deep canyons are also present.

Public Comment

Atotal of 27 comments were received. most
from the [ocal area with two from other com-
munities in Wyoming and one from Utah. Seven
of the comments agreed with the proposed
decision to identify the unit as a Wilderness
Study Area and 20 disagreed with the proposal.
Those against WSA identification cited non-
wilderness characteristics such as land owner-
ship. economy of local ranches. impassable
canyons, access and past management, These
concerns will be addressed in the study phase.
Several comments discussed range improve-
ments. Four comments discussed wilderness
criteria. No new evidence was provided to
change the proposed decision: therefore. the
decision to identify the unit as a Wilderness
Study Areais final. ‘

Fortification Creek
WY-060-204

5

Unit Description

The topography of the unit is broken and rough.
The landscape is steeply sloping and highly dis-
sected and gullied. There is very little flat ter-
rain. Narrow ridges and numerous valleys
caused by the many drainages dominate the
unit. The area is very dry. Elevation varies from
4,000 to 4,700 feet.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The size of the unit was initially 28,100
acres. Included within the unit were two blocks
of privateland and two state sections. Field

investigations have resulted in boundary adjust:-

menis which freed all private (and and one state
section. The size of the unit is now 12,419
acres.

Naturainess. Field investigations for the unit
identified seven additional roads and four oil
drilling locations not originally identified in the
initial inventory. As a resuit, 15,681 acres are
deleted from the unit. A'large amount of fence
line and numerous routes exist, but do not
appear to substantially effect its natural
character. ks

Outstanding Opportunities. The rough terrain
intersected by many narrow ridges and valieys
offers limited visibility into surrounding areas.
Along with the scattered juniper these features
combine to create an opportunity to'experience
outstanding solitude.

The brcken landscape, along with a variety of
wildlife, provides a resource base for a variety
of primitive recreation activities. Deer hunting
is considered excellent in the area. Eik are pres-
ent in the area bu! hunting has been temporarily
prohibited to build-up the resident herd.

Supplemental Values. Critical elk calving and
winter range have beenidentified within the
unit. Mule deer use the area throughout the
year. Two sharptail strutting grouse grounds
and a sage grouse strutting ground have beern
identified. =

Public Comment

The majority of the 19 comments on this unit
were from the local area with two frem other
communities in Wyoming. Eight of the com-
ments agreed with the proposed decision to
retain the unit as a Wilderness Study Area, nine
disagreed and two were not clear on their posi-
tion. Most of the comments against WSA iden-
tification stated there were many roads, fences
and oil wells in the unit. However, all road and
oil wells have been remeved from the unit by
boundary adjustments. Séveral comments
discussed non-wilderness criteria such as lack -
of water, outside noises, land cwnership and
access. Other comments favored multiple use
and opening the area to the public. Stnce no
information was provided to change the pro-
posed decision, the unit.is retained as.a Wilder-
ness Study Area.

North Fork Powder River
WY-060-202

Unit Description

Two major canyons and rivers, the North Fork of
the Powder River and Pass Creek, traverse:
much of the unit. The canyons are deep and
rugged, offering spectacular scenery. The
remaining parts of the unit contain gentle
grasslands and heavily forested rolling terrain.
Etevation varies from 5,800 feet te 8,000 feet.

General Summary of Cha;acleristics

Size. The size of the unit was originally esti-
mated to be 15.000 acres. During the intensive
inventory the acreage was recalculated and two
parcels of private land within the unit were
removed through boundary readjustment. The
size of the unit is now 10,089 acres.

Maturalness. Field investigations resulted in
the documentation of additicnal roads and
stock watering pipeline within the unit. After
removing these intrusions, the remaining acre-_
age retains its natural character.

Outstanding Opportunities. The unitis divided

‘by two majorand miner canyons. Along with

rolling. forested topegraphy. the unit offers
cutstanding oppertunities for solitude. It also
provides a diversity of terrain and vegetative
cover. This combines with its naturai character
to offer outstanding cpportunities for primitive
recreation:

Supplémental Values. The area provides critical
winter elk range and is also summer range for
mule deer. Fishing is considered excelient in
both Pass Creek and North Fork. Opportunities
toview geological formations within the can-
YONS are NUMerous,

Public Comment

A total of 43 comments were received. More
than 50% {25) were against the proposed deci-
sion fo identify the unit as a Wilderness Study
Area. Most of the comments were from the
local area with twa from other Wyoming com-
munities. Of those agreeing with the proposed
decision, nine addressed wilderness criteria.
Others in agreement gave no reason for their
support or comtmented on the need for
wilderness and proper management for the
area. The majority of comments against WSA
identification did not discuss wilderness char-
acteristics, but rather discussed probiems
associated with a possible wilderness designa-
tion such as access. environmental concerns
and impacts on loca! ranching. The other
resource values will be discussed in the study
phase. Several comments stated that the area
had numerous range improvements, roads and
trails, and trash. These intrusions were pre-
viously documented and have gither been consi-
dered to be minor cr have been excluded from
the unit. Since no new information or rationale
was. provided to change the proposed decision,
the unit is established as a Wilderness Study
Area.




WORLAND
DISTRICT Bud Kimball Creek
WY-010-220a

Unit Description

This unit is characteristic of sagebrushigrass-
land plant communities along the west flank of
the Bighorn Mountains. Elevations range from
about 4,770 feet to 5,200 feet. Topography is
typically roliing hills and wide open drainages.
The area is drained by tributaries to Nowood
Creek, notabty Buifalo Creek, Shaw Creek, Buf-
falo Spring Creek and Bluebank Draw.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. An area of 27,300 acres of public land
underwent intensive inventory. The configura-
tion of the unit is irregular because of existing
roads and private property lines which form the
unit's boundary. Included in the unit are 640
acres of state Iands and 60 acres of private y

lands.

Naturalness. Field investigation revealed two
major types of intrusions: vehicle routes and
reservoirs, Three major travel rouies were iden-
tifled. All three run parailel to each other and
essentialiy divide the unit into four long, Narrow
segments. twenty-one reservoirs were cata-
loged during the intensive inventory. Visibility
of reservairs, differences in vegetation around
reservoirs and access routes taresenvoirs are
tactors which affect the naturainess of the unit.

Outstanding Opportunities. The lack of vegeta-
tive screening, the rolling hills, moderately
steep to shallow slopes, 1he wide drainages,
and long parallel ridges.of most of the unit are
not conducive to outstanding.oppertunities for
solitude. !
Outstanding opportunities far primitive recrea-
tion are limited by the lack of vegetative and
topographic diversity. Opportunities for several
varied activities exist but are not considered
outstanding. s

Supplemental Yalues. Supplemental values in
the unit are related to wildlite. The unit provides
winter habitat for antelope. Wildlife inventories
indicate the presence of bald and goldeneagles
and other raptars in the unit.

Public Comment

Six comments were recéived on this unit. Three
~were from the Big Horn Basin; theother three
were from other parts of Wyoming. Two com-

. ments opposed the proposed decision todrop
the unit from further consideration. These com-
ments were somewhat philosophical and
discussed resource values such as wildlife
habitat rather than the actual wilderness
characteristics. Three comments supported'the
proposed decision but provid ed no specific
data relating to tne character of the unit. The
{ifth response was a letter agreeing with the
proposed decision. Since none of the com-
ments provided information or rationale to
change the praposed decision, the unit is
dropped from further review.

Cedar Mountain
WY-010-222b.

Unit Description

The unit is dominated by a ridge ling running
east and west ihrough the center of the unit.
North of this ridge line a series of small drain-
ages are separated by long, jow, finger-like
ridge tines. south of the ridge jine the terrain
drops off into'Sand Draw. Elevation varies from
4,400 feet 105,100 feet. Vegetation in the unit
consists almest entirely of sagebrush and
grass. A few junipers are scatiered along some.
blutfs in the southwestern part of the unit.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The original intensive inventory unit was
10660 acres in size. A road was identified dur-

_ing field investigation. As a resuit an area of
1,930 acres in the souteastern part of the unit
was dropped because it was not of sufficient
size. The remaining 8,730 acres underwent
intensive inventory.

Maturalness. The unit has marginal natural
character due to the presence of man-made fea-
tures, including several vehicle trails, five small
reservoirs and several miles of fence. Observed
from any one spot, the unit gives the impres-’
sion of alandscape aifected primarity by the
forces of nature. However, as S00n as one
begins tomove about in the unit, smallman-
made features are ericountered with a fre-

quency that does alter the impression of natural

character.

Units Droppe

Outstanding Opportunities. This unit does not
offer an outstanding opportunity to experience
solitude. Size and configuration of the unit corm:-
bine with a géneral lack of screening to severely
limit opportunities to avoid the sight, sound and

‘evidence of other people.

Atew opportunites for primitive, unconfined
recreation exist in this unit, but these oppor-
tunities are limited and in no sense outstand-
ing. Opportunities existing in the unit are no
better than the opportunities that are widely
available on bther areas of the public (ands.

Supplemental Values. Supplemental valuesin
this unit are primarily scientific and relate to
the potential presence of archeoclogical sites.

Public Comment

Five comments were received. Four were local
in origin and the fifth was from elsewherein  °
Wyoming. Although none specifically
addressed wilderness character, all five essen-
tially supported the proposed decision 1o drop -
{he unit from further review. Therefore, that
decision is now final. i

Potato Ridge
WY-010-241a

Unit Description
This unit encompasses a saltbush community
which.ranges in elevation from about 4,100 feet
to 4,400 feet above sea level. Sagebrush and :
greasewocod are found in drainages and, occas-
sionally, near reservoirs. Topography in the unit
is gently roliing torolling and is characterized

by large areas with very little topographic relief.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit has 21,480 acres of public lands
and 570 acres of state lands.

Naturalness. Numerous examples of man’s im-
pact on theland are visible in the unit. Included
are more than 25 reservairs, 31 miles of vehicle
routes and 12 miles of fence. The impact of
these intrusions on the natural character of the
unitis significant. The lack of vegetative and
topographic screening intensifies the affectof
these features on the natural gharacter of t'r]e
area.

Outstanding Opportunitites. Qutstanding
opportunities for solitude do not exist in this
Lnit. The long, narrow configuration of theunit,
the lack of topographic diversity and the lack of
vegetative screening preciude any outstanding
opportunities.

various forms of recreaticnal opportunity exist
in the unit, however, they are onty average or
less than average. Minimal wildlife populations,
lack of vegetative and topographic diversity,
and other features limit the variety and quality
of recreationat opportunity.

Supplementat Values. Supplemental values:in
the unit are related to deposits of vertebrate
fossils and to colonies of white-tailed prairie
dogs which may indicate the presence of black-
footed ferret in the unit.

Public Comment

Four of the five comments received on this unit

. were philosophical in pature but could be con-
strued as supporting the proposed decision to
drop the unit from the review process. The fifth
comment also indicated support for the propos-
ed decision. Four comments were from tocal
residents; the fifth was from ariotherareain
Wyoming. The proposed decision, to drop the
unit is final.

Potato Ridge
WY-010-241h

Unit Description

This unit consists of rolling to sieep uplands.
The major topographic diversity occurs toward
its center, along McDermott’s Gulch, where the
relief is distinctively broken. The unit's vegeta-
tion is predominately saltbush, with sagebrush
and greasewood in the drainages. With the ex-
ception of trees at some reservoir sites, the unit
is tresless. Elevation ranges irom about 4,100
feet to 4,550 feet.

d From Further Wi

General Summary of Characteristics

size. This unit is comprised of 18,100 acres. A
{wo-track road bisects the unit into two smailer
segments of 9,100 acres and 9,000 acres.

Maturalness. Vehicle routes, reservoirs and
tence lines are the major intrusions in the unit.
There are approximately 30 miles of identifiable
interior vehicle trails in the unit. Many of these

-routes exhibit old blading and provide access to

resarvoirs, dry holes and fence lines. There are
more than 20 reservoirs in the unit, varying.in
size, utility and condition. Other man-made
features include dry holes, a canal, a water wel
and a corral, The lack of vegetative anc
topographic screening, coupled with the pro-
liferation of intrusions, cause the naturainess
of the unit to be signiticantly affected.

Outstanding Opportunities. Qutstanding oppor-
tunities for solitude cannot be expected in this
unit due to the relatively narrow breadth of the

_ unit, and the overall scarcity of vegetative and:

topographic screening.

The unit seems to have no outstanding oppor-
tunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. -
The shortage or lack of features which result in
recreational opportuniﬁes-—wildlife popula-
tions, geological formations, tepographic and
vegetative diversity, screening—severely limit
opportunity and certainly do not provide
cutstanding apportunity.

Supplementai Values. Paleontological

resources {vertebrate fossi |s) provide a valuable .
opportunity for scientific study. Because of the
presence of colonies of white-1ailed prairie

dogs, the possibility exists for the presence of
the rare and endangered black-footed ferret.

Public Comment

Four of the five comments received an thisunit
were philosophical in nature but could be con-
strued as supporting the proposed decision to
drop the unit from the review process. The fifth
comment also indicated support for the pro-
posed decision. Four comments were trom resi-
dents of the area near the unit; the fifth was
{rom another area in Wyoming. Having received
Ao comments against the proposed gecision; to
drop the unit, that decisionis final.

Emblem Draw .,
WY-010-334a

Unit Description

This unitis located in the northeastern portion
of the Big Horn Basin, a few miles northwest of
Greybull. it has two major drainages: Emblem
Draw and Little Dry Creek. The easiern half of
the unit (Little Dry Creek drainage)consists

mainly of broad, open flats and rolling hills with

low breaks. Thereis a lack of terrain variation.
Emblem Draw and the drainages just west of
Emblem Draw are more:broken and rugged. The
terrain near the north end is open and rolling
but this changes to a broken badlands charac-
ter in the center and south end. Vegetation is
predominantly a sparse saltbush-grass type.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. This unit contains approximately 46,800
acres of public land. This is a correction from
the 48,300 acre tigure previously announced.
There are three State section inholdings. Thein-
tensive field review resulted in the identifica-
tion of two cherry-stem roads, each penetrating
about six miles into the unit.

Maturainess. Field investigation has identified
axtensive man-made features throughout the
unit. These features consist of ways, reservoirs,
livestock facilities, sheds, fences, a dump and
other intrusions.

Vehicle routes are more nuMerous than any
other type of man-made feature. These ways are
either once-bladed trails or are strictly two
tracks developed by passage of vehicles. Many
of the ways are in passable condition but re-
quire a four-wheel drive. Some of the ways have.
revegetated naturaily but most are still very visi-
ble. At least a dozen seismograph trails are
jocated in the eastern half of the unit. These
were all biaded at one time but most do not
appear to have received any continued use.

The unit contains 32 livestock watering reser-
voir structures scattered through the unit. Most
are in poor condition with only seven containing
water. £

iderness Review

There are six sheep shed/corrals within the unit.
Some of the other man-made features foundin
the unit were oil well drill sites. a livestock
exclosure, a garbage dump and an experimental
exclosure in the northeast portion of the unit
which takes up an entire section.

As aresult of the presence of man-made fea-
tures, this unit lacks natural character. The
intrusicns individually have a minor impact but
their combined number, density, and extensive
distribution have a substantial impact on
natural character throughout the entire unit.

Outstanding Opportunities. This unit does not
offer an outstanding opportunity to expefience
solitude. The inventory unit is large but tack of
screening severely limits opportunities to avoid
the sight, sound, and evidence of other users.

Outstanding opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation are not present. The area
within the unit tacks features such as varied
topography or vegetation, water, or natural
color which would attract users to the unit tor
sightseeing. t would be possible to engage in
some recreation aclivities but these oppor-
tunitiesare limited and in no sense
outstanding.

Suppiemental Values. No supplemental values
were documented in this unit during the field

investigation.

Public Comment

No comments were received on this unit. There-
fore, the proposed decision to drop the unit is
now final.

Foster Guich
WY-010-346a

Unit Description

This unit is located near the northern end of the
Big Horn Basin,  few miles south of the town
of Byron. The topography of the unit is that of a
wide shallow valley drained by the north-runn-
ing Coon Creek. This creex carries water during
the spring, but is generally dry during the re-
mainder of the year. Small side drainages enter
the main drainage from the east and west and
are generally shailow so that much of the unit
appears as a big open bowl, while the remainder
has a rolling aspect. Vegetation consists of a
sagebrush-saltbrush-grass association with a
few cottonwoods along Coon Creek.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. Field investigation documented a road
which resulted in'a boundary change and the
deletion of two noncontinuous parcels of pubtic
tand (5,780 acres). This reduced the size to
10,370 acres.

Naturalness. There are relatively minorimprints
of man, such as stock reservoirs and seismo-
graph trails, present in the unit. However, the
absence of vegetative or topog raphic screening
results in some intrusions being visible from
virtually any point withinthe unit. These intru-
sions do not dominate the scene but they do
make the natural character of the unit quite
marginal.

Outstanding Opportunitites. The unitis large
enough to meet minimum size criteria, but it is
not large enough to provide an outstanding
opportunity for solitude given the unit land-
sscape. The unit's shallow bowl terrain does not
provide visual screening. On the contrary, it and
the sagebrush-grass vegetation promote high
visibility. An individual might find a secluded
spot in a few of the side drainages but the op-
portunity clearly wouid not be “outstanding.”

It would be possible to engage in some forms of
primitive recreatlon such as horseback riding,
hiking, backpacking, hunting, o¢ nature
photography in this unit butthe experience pro-
vided would be considerably less than
outstanding.

Supplemental Values. There are no supplemen-
tal values known to be present in this unit.
Public Comment

No comments were received on this unit. There-

fore, the proposed decision to drop the unitis.
now final,

Foster Gulch
WY-010-346b

Unit Description

The lands in this'unit display the characteris-
tics common to the cold desert ecosystems of
northern Wyoming. Bench lands and shallow
drainages form most of the unit except for a
small area displaying eroded badland charac-
teristics. The bench lands are located just north
of the southern unit boundary. These drop off
within less than a mile of the boundary into the
north running Sand Draw and Coon Creek drain-
ages. The 8and Draw and Coon Creek drainages
are wide, open bowls with only slight terrain
variations resulting from small side drainages.
Vegetation in the unit is a characteristic

sagebrush, saltbrush grass association. The on-

ly trees are a scattering of cottonwoods in the
Coon Creek drainage, and adjacent to the older
reservoirs, =

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The area of this unitis approximately
14,700 acres Including a section of State land.

MNaturalness. imprints of man, consisting of
stock reservoirs and vehicle ways, are distri-
buted throughout the unit. Given the lack of
visual screening, they are often quite visible.
However, these imprints of man’s activity are
not the type that creates a major impact indivi-
dually, nor is their density such that the com-
bined impact dominates the scene. As aresult,
the unit appears to be primarily affected by the
forces of nature and man's works.are a subor-
dinate factor in the landscape.

Oulstancfing-ppponunﬂies. The topography of
the unit, consisting of a high bench near the
sputhern bouhdary with most of the unit occu-
pied by two open drainage basins, contributes
to long range vistas and high visibility for any
activities occurring within the unit. in this set-
ting, it would be impossible for a person to
avoid the sights, sounds, and evidence of other
people.

Recreation oppartunities would be similar 1o,
and no better than, the opportunities that would
be available on virtualty any public land in north-
ern Wyoming.

Supp!ememafl Values. No supplemental values
became apparent during the intensive inventory
of this unit, and none have been identified by
previously conducted resource inventories in
the vicinity. -

Public Commeni

No comments were received on the proposal to
drop this unit from the review process, there-
fore, that decision is now final.

RAWLINS ISTRICT

Whiskey Mountain (Red Creek)
. WY-030-106

Unit Description

The unit is primarily on a northeast facing
siope. Vegetation consists of low growing
grass with some sagebrush. A few scattered
pockets of trees exist along the drainages.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. This area is contiguous with land man-
aged by the U.S. Forest Service which is desig-
nated as the Fitzpatrick Wilderness Area.

The initial inventory showed the area as having
1,570 acres which were derived frem land
status maps. The intensive inventory found a
discrepancy with these maps and were checked
against the BLM Master Title Plats. This added
137 acres, making the total intensiveinventory
1,707 acres.

Maturalness. There is a newly constructed
Forest boundary fence which runs the entire
length of this area. Several mining claim posts
for hematite have been located. There was also
a BLM materiai sale for building stone.

S.eyeral biaded roads and ways are found in the
unit. All are highly visible and detract from the
apparent naturalness of the area.

These uses, although noticeable, are not sub-
stantial. The cumulative effect of these minor
impacts does not rar the area’s eoverall natural-
ness. Afterall impacts are considered, the area
appears natural.

Outstanding Opporiunities. The bare, open

slopes of this area would not compiernent the

existing wilderness area and would not
enhance opportunities for solitude in the Fitz-

patrick. The area 15 not remote and does not

provide isolation.

The area does not contain any significant
recreational attractions. Any recreaticnal use
would be incidental to crossing the area to
reach the existing wilderness. Such use would
be transitory in nature and cannot be consi-
dered outstanding.

;upplemental Values. The open benches are
impartant winter habitat for deer, elk, moose
and bighern sheep.

Public Comment

Nine comments were received, with most of
them from the local area. The rest came from
other communities in Wyoming. The comments
were evenly split, with half saying that the unit
possessed wilderness characteristics and half
saying it did not. There was not sufficient rea-
son given to justify changing the proposed deci-
sion to drop the area from further review. There-
fore, that decision s final.

Whiskey Mountain (Torrey Rim)
WY-030-107

Unit Description

This unit consists of a bare, rocky east-facing
_slope known as Torrey Rim. The open slopes
are littered with rocks and boulders giving the
area a rough appearance. Vegetation consists
of scattered coniferous trees, grasses and
sagebrush. .

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. This unit contains 421 acres adjacent to
the U.S. Forest Service's Fitzpatrick Wilderness
area. It meets the criterion for size because it
adjcins another agency's lands, in this case a
designated wiiderness area.

Th_e unit consists of intersecting one-fourth-
mile wide strips of public land.

Naturalness. The area is enclosed with a
4-strand barb wire fence on all sides except the
west end. Very faint iwo-track ways run up the
west and through the east ends of the area.

This area is in a natural condition except for in-
fluence of an overhead telephone line. Topo-
graphy fimits the impact of this intrusion to a
small area of about 10-20 acres. i

T.ht_e fences, ways and telephone line are readily
visible inside the unit.

QOutstending Opportunities. This area would not
add solitude to the Fitzpatrick Wilderness Area.
It 5its on the edge of a long rim with a few scat-
tered trees and north facing bare siopes.

Solitude would be unattainable in the unit itself
because it is merely a series of strips attached
t_ogether. At 421 acres, it warrants no considera-
tion by itself.

The unit, combined with the Fitzpatrick Wilder-
ness area, forms a long linear area with a small
nodule on the end. This would confine use and
remove the freedom of movermnent normally
associated with wilderness. No campsites are
found in the unit. Hunting would be marginal
and, in fact, the quality would be more depen-
dent on adjacent private lands than the public
fands.

Supplemenial Values. The vistas from the top of
this rim are spectacular. The glacial moraine
valley with Torrey, Ring and Trail Lakes is
prominent. This ridge is an important migration
route and'winter habitat for mule deer, moose,
elk and probably some bighorn sheep.

Public Comr‘nent

Seven comments were received, all from Wyo-
ming, with three from the local area. The com-
ments which dealt with wilderness characteris-
tics were evenly split with three comments sup-
porting the decision to drop the unit from fur-
tper study and three disagreeing with that pro-
posal. There was no sufficient rationale given to
change the-proposed decision, therefore, it
becomes final.

Whiskey Mountain (Glacier Trail)
WY-030-108

Unit Description

This unit consists of steep forested north
slopes of Arrow Mountain in the Wind River
Range. It is cut by a major natural landslide. The
unit is largely covered by lodgepole pine, limber
pine and douglas fir although some areas at.the
lower elevations are covered with sagebrush
and grasses. Rock outcrops are found on the
southern end.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. This unit contains 350 acres of public
land. It adjoins the U.S. Forest Service's Fitzpa-
trick Wilderness Area along its southern boun-
dary. The area was intensively inventoried, in
spite ofits small size, because it adjoins a
designated wilderness area.

Naturalness. A small segment of the old Glacier
Pack Trail is in the area. Part of it has been obli-
terated by the land slide. A new trail has been
built up Bomber Basin outside of the unit to
avoid the landslide area. No other man made
features can be found in the area, thus, it
appears to have been primarily affected by
forces of nature.

Outstanding Opportunities. The unit represents
a finger of land jutting out from the wilderness.
This fact, coupled with the restrictions caused
by active land slides and the similarities to
multiple use land (and not wilderness lands)
{eads the Bureau to conclude that it does not
possess an outstanding opportunity for
solitude.

Recreation opportunities are severely limited by
the active land slide on the west side of the

unit. The landslide has obliterated a portion of
the Glacier Trail. It is not to be considered a
challenge but a severe hazard which threatens
recreational users of the area.

Limestone cliffs on the south restrict move-
ment and access to the Fitzpatrick Wilderness.
The clitfs do not provide rock climbing oppot-
tunites since they are loose, friable, unconsoli-

* dated rock.

These factors lead to the conciusion that out-
s_tanding opportunities for a primitive, uncon-
fined type of recreation do not exist'in the unit.

Supplemental Values. The area is of marginal
impartance for bighorn sheep, deer and etk win-
fer range.

This area is an jmportant visual resource to the
spectacular views in Torrey Greek and contri-
butes 10 the natural surrounding of Arrow
Mountain and Bomber Basin.

Public Comment

Four local comments were received. Three of
the comments stated that the unit did not
possess wilderness characteristics. The fourth
comment did not provide any reason why the
proposed decision should be changed.
Therefore, the proposed decision to drop the
unit from further study becomes finai.

Lysite Mouintain
WY-030-113

Unit Description

The topography of the area consists of hilly and
mountainous terrain. in the southern and east-
ern section the mountains tend to be steep
sided with relatively flat tops. The mountains of
the centrat and northwest sections tend to be of
gentler slopes. Lysite Creek cuts throught the
area in a north-south orientation producing a
locally deep drainage along its course.

Vegetation tends to be consistent throughout
the unit, and consists of low-growing sage-
brush and grasses. The sagebrush can, at
places, grow up to height of 3 to 4 feet, but
these areas are few. The upper slopes and flat
tops of the mountains support a widely scat-
tered growth of juniper. Ina few places along
the drainages, cottonwoods and/or aspen grow
in smali pockets.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit consists of 7,330 acres. The area
is bordered on the north, south, east, and west
by state and private land.

Nazturalness. A road penetrates the unit from
the eatern boundary. tt has been built within the
past 10 years. The impact from this road is sub-
stantially noticeable, and has the effect of
showing the presence of man throughout the
area in which itruns.

In the northwest sections, ways, fences, and a
maintained sheep andlor cattle corral all exist.
Neither topography nor vegetation is sufficient
to screen the corral or fencelines from the view
of thewvisitor. These permanent improvements
are substantially noticeable throughout this
area. For the most part, the ways are of suffi-
ciently primitive nature to have only a local
moderate effect on the area’s naturalness. All
these features combine to substantially show
that man is not a casual visitor to the area.

In the extreme northeast corner of the unit,
spraying for sagebrush control has taken:place.
It has the visuafl effect of long rows of dead
sagebrush that contrasts significantly with the
surrounding area. These lines clearly are not
natural in origin, and again shows mans
presence in the area.

Other fencelines and ways exist withi i

: ithin the u
and the!r effects vary from none to severe i
dep_eﬁ:\dlng on the area and the visitors relative
position to the impact.

The cumulative effect of all these permanent
improvements and impacts is that roughly onl
2:Itf tr';? areg‘ct)r approximately:3,400 acresyis iny
atural condition with man's work -
tialfy unnoticeable. SRR

Olut.standing Opportunities. Solitude would be
difficult to obtain in most of the unit. The lack
of topographic or vegetative screening would
not agowfthe visitor to be free of the sights and
sounds of others within the uni i
secluded spot. Brieniata

QOnly in small areas in the south and

f r h west parts
of the unit could the visitor find a secludeg
spot, however the small size of these areas

would not allow the solitude to be i
o e outstanding

Theipo‘tgntia_l for outstanding opportunities for
a primitive and unconfined type of recreation
does not exist within the unit,

"Hunting is possible within the uni i

1, but by virtue
of the sm?JI abundance of game in the arZa, is
severely limited in nature. This is the current
recreational use of the area.

Suppfemental Values. No unigue scenic, eco-
logvcal or geological attributes exist witl:1in the
unit. Extensive grazing (particularlyin the north-
ern sections) precludes any study of unim-

pacted areas representing the surroundi
graphic area. 4 R

Public Comment

Of .the total of seven comments, four were from
Ohie. The remaining were from Wyoming. Six
cqmments indicated that the area possessed -
W|Id'erneSs characteristics. However, no infor-
mation was received to refute the intensive.
mvtemclxry conclusions concerning the lack of
naturalness in the area. Therefore, th isi

to drop this unit from further study isefi?:a‘l;.lsmn

Lysite Badlands
WY-030-115

Unit Description

The unit is composed of fiat and hilly terrain
with an average elevation of about 5,500 feet
above sea level. The flat areas are incised by
draws. which. in parts of the unit, form a bad-
lands type topography from which the unit
takes its name. Flat to very gently rolling areas
occupy the southwest, west and eastern parts
_of the unit with the badlands in between extend-
ing from the northern to the southern boundary'.
Fiat to gently rolling terrain cccupies nearly
half the unit. ; J

Vegetation consists predominately of grasses
and sagebrush. The flats support a moderately
dense cover of low growing (1 to 2 feet) sage-
brush and grass. whiie the badiands support a
very sparse growth of the same vegetative
cover.-The steeper, heavily eroded slopes of
the badiand draws support no vegetation, and
the sedimentary banding of the soil is guite
pronounced. Geclogically. the badlands are
moderately unusual to the surrounding geo-
graphic area by virtue of their extent. The flats
exhibit vegetation and topography which are
common to the surrounding area.

-
General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit consists of 14,831 acres. The dis-
crepancy between this figure and that reported
previcusly for the initial inventory resulted from
an error in the land status map used to calcu-
late acreage. The unit is a “block" of land in that
it is not long and linear in shape.

Naturalness. Man-made intrusions throughout
the unit include water wells, fences, 15 miles of
ways. 5 reservoirs. drili holes and a powerline.
Each of these intrusions is. by itself, minor.
Howaver, the great number of these inirusions
does have a large effect an naturalness when
locked at cumulatively.

Qutstanding Opportunities. Outstanding oppor-
tunities for solitude are not available in the unit.
There is no vegetation which would provide
screening for visitors from the sights and
sou._mds of others in the unit. Similarly, nc vege-
tation exists to provide seclusion for camp-
sites. Topography is rough in places but gener-
ally speaking, visistors wouid be able to see
most other visitors within a mile or two. In spite
of some rugged areas. the unit. in general, is
wide open. The visitor can be seen from great
distances.

-
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Wildhorse Basin
WY-040-405

Unit Description

The Wildhorse Basin unit is characterized by
rough mountainous terrain covered by pinon-
juniper vegetation and numerous sagebrush
parks. A steep ridge line extends through the
center of the unit. This ridge rises about
1,000 feet above the canyon to the south.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size, When first inventoried the unit was stated
to have 5,480 acres. Upon review it was found
that a Forest Service road was not properly
plotted on the map. When the road was properly.
located, the size was reduced to 4,753 acres,
Naturalness. Numerous intrusions were identi-
fied in the intensive inventory. These intrusions
included once-bladed seismograph lines and _
two-track trails. Due to the rough topagraphny,
these bladed intrusions are guite visible. The
area does not possess the naturalness charac-
ter necessary for wilderness.

Outstanding Opportunities. The rugged topo-
graphy of this unit, combined with the heavy
pinon-juniper stands, provide screening which
weuld serve to conceal othervisitors in the unit.
This would offer outstanding sclitude.

The Wildhorse Basin unit provides opportuni-
ties for hiking, hunting, horseback riding, bird
watching, photography and sightseeing. It was
telt that these opportunities are limited and not
outstanding.

Supplemental Values. The area is the northern
range of pinon pineawhich is of ecelogical signi-
ficance. There is some evidence of use of the
area by American indians. The area provides
habitat for a limited number of antelope, golden
eagles and is also winter range for mule deer.

Public Comment

Of the four comments received, three were from
within state and one was out-of-state. All four
comments disagreed with the proposed deci-
sionto drop the unit, and three previded
reasons why they disagreed. The primary rea-
son for disagreeing with the decision to drop
this unit was that adjoining Forest Service
lands in the Flaming Gorge National Recreation
Area should be included to make the acreage
over 5,000 acres. :

Since the Forest Service Wilderness Inventery
(RARE Iy was completed two years ago, and -
since it was concluded af that time the lands
were not eligible, the proposal to combine lands
now is not feasible. No new information was
providedithat justifies retention of the unitas a
WSA. Therefore, the proposed decision to drop
this unit is now final.

CASPER DISTRICT

LaBonte
WY-060-101

Unit Description

The LaBonte unit is located in the Laramie
Range adjacent to a small detached unit of the
Medicine Bow National Forest. Topography is
mountainous with several granite ridges and
drainages running through the unit. Portions of
two canyons are contained within the unit.
LaBonte Creek flows through the unit. The
primary vegetation is small patches of ponde:
rosa pine interspersed with brush and open
grass parks.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit contains 3,800 acres of public
land laid out in a very irregular pattern. This
acreage is not sufficient to meet the minimum
required for a Wilderness Study Area.

Maturalness. Two jeep trails were identified dur-

ing theintensive inventory. Boih of these trails
have been established by the passage of vehi-
cles and are therefore not roads. Their effect on
the apparent naturainess of the unit is minor
due to the screening effect of the topography
and vegetation.

Outstanding Opportunities. This unit is adja-
cent to a Forest Service RARE Il unit and in
combination with the adjacent Forest Service
lands could have provided outstanding oppor-
tunity for solitude. The Forest Service lands
were determined to be non-wilderness and
dropped from the RARE il process. This

3,800 acres does not have the capacity to pro-
vide an outstanding opportunity for solitude on
its own.

The area does havethe potentia! to provide for
participation in a variey of primitive and uncon-
fined'recreation activities such as hiking, back-

. packing, fishing, hunting, horseback riding,

mountain or rock climbing and bird watching.
The unit contains topographic and vegetative
features such as canyons, rocky outcrops, open
meadows and timbered drainages which would
provide diverse settings for primitive and un-
confined recreation activities to occur.
However, the unit's total size and boundary con-
tiguration preciude the cpportunity for an
outstanding recreation experience. =

Supplemental Values. The LaBonte unit is at
the north end of bighorn sheep summer range.
The unit provides habitat for'a portion of the
Laramie Peak herd of about 100 animals during
some years. 5
-~ 3 L L}

Elk and deer also use the area during sumsmer,
The important features are grassy meadows
and sagebrush siopes for elk and deciduous
snrubs and forbs for deer. Excellent cover is
provided by the rough terrain and ponderosa
stands: !

LaBonte Creek contains good populations of
rainbow and brook trout. Due to tack of public
access Wyoming Game and Fish Department
does not bave information available on quantity
and size of fish or fishing pressure.

Public Comment

Nine comments were received on this unit.
Seven were from the local area and two were
from elsewherein Wyoming. Three of the local
comments agreed with the proposed decision
due to the inadequate size. The other four local
comments disagreed that the smali size of the
unit precludes opportunity for soiitude or primi-
tive recreation. However, none of these cem:
ments stated the unit provides outstanding
oppertunity for solitude or primitive recreation.
The other two non-lecal comments recognized
that the unit iacks adeguate size but felt that
the unit possesses exceptional scenic and
wildlife values that should be preserved. These
values have been recognized through the
Bureau's |and use planning process. The lack of
size and the fact that the adjacent Forest Ser-
vice lands were dropped compel the Bureau to
proceed with the proposed decision to drop the
unit. :

i

Who to Contact

These Wyoming BLM managers
are available to answer ques-
tions about BLM’s wilderness
review process.

STATE DIRECTOR, Bureau of
Land Management, 2515 Warren
Avenue, P.O. Box 1828,
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001.

WORLAND DISTRICT
MANAGER, P.O. Box 119, 1700
Robertson Avenue, Worland,
Wyoming 82401.

AREA MANAGER, Washakie
‘Resource Area, P.O. Box 119,
1700 Roberston Avenue,
Worland Wyoming 82401.

AREA " MANAGER, Cody
Resource Area, P.O..Box 528,
Federal Building, 1131-13th,
Cody, Wyoming 82414.

RAWLINS DISTRICT MANAGER,

P.O. Box 670, 1300 Third Street,
Rawlins, Wyoming 82301.

AREA MANAGER, Divide
Resource Area, P.O. Box 670,
1300 Third Street, Rawlins,
Wyoming 82301.

AREA MANAGER, Medicine
Bow Resource Area, P.O. Box
670, 1300 Third Street, Rawlins,
Wyoming 82301,

AREA MANAGER, Lander
Resource Area, P.O. Box 589,
Lander, Wyoming 82520.

ROCK SPRINGS DISTRICT
MANAGER, P.O. Box 1869,
Highway 187 North, Rock
Springs, Wyoming I82901

AREA MANAGER;_ Green River
Resource Area, P.O. Box 1869,

- Highway 187 North, Rock

Springs, Wyoming 82901.

AREA MANAGER, Salt Wells
Resource Area, P.O. Box 1869,
Highway 187 Northe, Rock
Springs, Wyoming 82901,

AREA MANAGER, Pinedale

Resource Area, P.O. Box 768,
Molyneux Building, Pinedale,
Wyoming 82941
AREA MANAGER, Kemmerer
Resource Area, P.O. Box 632,
Kemmerer Wyoming 83101.

CASPER DISTRICT MANAGER,
951 Union Boulevard, Casper,
Wyoming 8260.

AREA MANAGER, Platte River
Resource Area, 951 Union
Boulevard Casper, Wyoming
82601.

AREA MANAGER, Buffalo
Resource Ared, P.O. Box 670,
Buffalo, Wyoming 82834.

AREA MANAGER, Newcastle
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Study Area in Wyoming when it is published in April, 1981.
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Lysite Badlands (cont.)

The Lysite Badlands Unit would provide some
types of primitive unconfined recreation such

as hiking, backpacking, hunting and general

sightseeing. However, the Bureau feets that
none of these opportunities are outstanding or °
for that matter, any different than similar oppor-
tunities in surrounding “roaded" areas.

Supplemental Values. The area wouid provide
opportunities for enjoyment of a grassland-
sagebrush area in a relatively natural
candition.

Public Comment n

A total of 14 comments were received. Ten of
the comments were from Wyoming with three
from the local area. Four comments were
received from 1he eastern United States. Most
of the comments indicated that the area does
possess wilderness characteristics. Few of
the comments addressed the large number of
intrusions in the unit. The comments did not
provide sufficient reason for BLM to believe
that the initial inventery findings did not arrive
at the right decision. Many of the cemments
indicated that the writer had no personal
knowledge of the area. A number of com-
ments were received during the initial inven-
tory which supported dropping this unit from
further consideration. Those individuals chose
not to comment again on the intensive inven-
tory. Based on an analysis of the comment
and a review of the inventory materials, the
proposed decision to drop the unit from fur-
ther study is now final.

Sweetwater Rocks
WY-030-121

Unit Description

The topography and vegetation of the area con-
sists of two basic forms. Roughly 60% of the
unit consists of the long sloping plain in the
north, descending from about 6,700 feet to
about 6,400 feet along Sage Hen Creek. Its
vegetation consists of relatively low-growing
{1 10 2feet)sagebrushandscattered grasses.

The remaining 40% of the unit consists of &
northeast-southwest oriented ridge and an area
of slightly broken hilis to the scutheast of the
area. These hills and the ridge attain heights to
about 6,800 feet. Vegetation in the area con-
sists of low-growing sparse sagebrush and

" grasses, with scattered junipers dotting the

slopes.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The size of the unit is 8,506 acres. It is bor-
dered on all. sides by private and siate lands.

Naturainess. This areais in essentially natural
condition. Five ways penetrate the unit but, by
virture of éither their primitive nature or their
ability to be topographically screened, have a
minimaj effect on the area’s naturainess except
for avalley in the extreme southern end. Here
the presence of two of the ways, a wrecked
house traiter, an old windmiil and a fenceline ali
illustrate man is not a casual visitor to this
small area.

Four fences cui across the area. Except for the
valley mentioned above, the fences in the area
are substantiallyunnoticeable in reiation to the
entire unit, and their influence is quickly iost as
one maoves away from them.

While man's works are present in the area, their
cumulative effects are minimal. The majority of
the area is in essentially natural condition.

Outstanding Cpportunities. The majority of this
unit lacks topographic and vegetative screening
to provide the visitor with solitude. There are
some isoiated secluded spots; however, such
spots are rare. These places offer solitude but
because of its limited nature, such solitude can-
not be considered outstanding.

Outstanding-opporiunities for a primitive and
unconfined recreation do not exist in the unit.
Camping, hiking, or hunting could be accommao-
‘dated by the area, but the lack of unique, unu-
sual, or outstanding features provides little in-
centive for visitors to use the area. Little exists
in the unit toentice recreation or to provide for
an outstanding experience. Present recrea-
tional uses in thearea are rockhounding using
motorized access, and hunting, likewise using
motorized access: ;

Supplemental Values. Pronghorn antelope,
sage rouse, deer and prairie falcons have been
seen within the unit. Sugh wildlife is not, how-
ever, unigque or unusual to the surrounding geo-
graphic area. The area is recognized as poten-
tial bighorn sheep range,

Public Comment
This unit received 26 comments, 19 of which

came from. the eastern United States. The
remainder came from Wyoming.

The local comment was evenly split on the
question of wilderness characteristics with half
feeling the area qualified and haif feeling it did
not. The non-local comment indicated that the
areas possessed wilderness.qualities and
should be designated as a wilderness study
area.

Analysis of the cornment indicates that itis.
largely inconciusive. The comment provides
general information about wilderness charac-
teristics, but does not address any of the
specific intensive inventory findings concern-
ing naturalness or outstanding opportunities.

" Although the comment in favor of study area

designation outnumbered that in favor of the
proposed decision, insuificient rationale was
provided 1o change the proposed decision.
Therefore, the propoSed decision to drop the
unit, is now final.

ROCK SPRINGS DISTRICT

South Soda Lake
WY-040-104

‘.

Unit Description

The unit is located in the foothills of the Wind
River Mountain Range. The entire unit con-
sists of a portion of a massive granite.slope
bordering South Soda Lake. The topography is
steep, rugged, and broken by the erosion pat-
terns of the granite. Sparse vegetation is
found where there is ample soil. Engelmann
spruce and lodgepole pine dominate the area,
with aspen, sagebrush,and grasses also pre-
sent. Isolated coniferous stands are found
throughout most of the unit. A flat along the
shoreline contains sand, grasses, and her-
paceous species. Elevation ranges from 7,400
feet ai the shoreline to 7,800 feet at the forest
boundary. '

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. This unit, containing approximately 70
acres, borders Forest Service RARE 1l lands.

Naturalness. The unit remains in its natural
condition, unaffected by the presence of man.
The steep, rugged nature of the area pre-
cludes use of vehicies and mosi man-made
structures.

Outstanding Opportunities. The rugged and
broken nature of the terrain and the screening
offered by vegetation could offer an outstand-
ing bpportunity for solitude. However, the
small size of the unit negates this
opportunity.

Opportunities for recreation within this smail,
narrow unit are also limited. The size of the
unit serves to confine movement in all direc-
tions. Somea opportunity exists along the lake-
shore, though again, this is confined to a very
smail area (less than 1 miie). The lake does
not support fish, which may lessen recreation
appeal. The'unit appears to offer some oppor-
tunity for camping and limited rock climbing.

Supplemental Values. The unit does provide
good habitat forraptor and waterfowl nesting.
It also borders Forest Service RARE |l lands
on the north and the proposed BLM Scab
GCreek Wilderness Area across the lake.

Public Comment

This unit received six comments, five from
Wyoming and one from Colorado. Of these six
comments, four agreed with the proposed
decision to drop the area from further study.
The other two comments were opposed to the
proposal but did not offer any adequate infor-
mation to change the recommendation. The
Forest Service comment identified no benefit

_ by adding this unit to their adjoining RARE II

lands. The final decision is to drop the unit
from the inventory.

Cottonwood CFeek
WY-040-105

Unit Description

The unit is located within the lower foothills
of the Wind River Mountain Range. Elevation
ranges from 7,100 feet on the west to

B,600 feet at the forest boundary. This area is

typified by an undulating to fairly steep, short-

sioped terrain. The soil is extremely rocky and
supporis predominately sage and other low
shrubs. Throughout this area several intermit-
tent drainages occur. These drainages are
shallow and serve to break the unitormity of
the terrain to some degree. A few small-
stands of aspen offer the only departure from
the sagebrush-dominated landscape.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit contains approximately 3,540
acres. The Bridger-Teton National Forest.
forms the eastern boundary. A part of this
area of the forest has been recommended for
wilderness classification through the RARE Ii
process.

Naturalness. The unit has lost its original
character due to the extensive nature of
man's work within its boundaries. The number
and placement of these intrusions within this
small, narrow unit make it difficult to travel
any significant distance without encountering
evidence of man’s presence. Approximately
nine miles of ways, four miles of fence, and
several mites of irrigation ditches are found
within the unit. The cumulative effect of
numerous intrusions within a small and nar-
row unit which lacks effective screening is to .
create a feeling of an unnatural condition
where man’s works are substantially
noticeable. d

Qutstanding Opportunities. The narrow and
irregutlar configuration and lack of effective
topographic or vegetative screening precludes
the realization of an outstanding epportunity
for solitude.

While opportunities do exist for recreation,
they cannot be censidered to be outstanding.

Supplemental Values. The unit provides good
antelope, deer and sage grouse habitat. It also
provides access to Forest Service lands, porl
tions of which have been recommended for
designation as wilderness.

Public Comments

The Cottonwood Creek area received 28 com-
ments. There were 25 comments from a mid-
western state and only 3 from Wyoming. The
majority (26) of the comments disagreed with
the proposed decision to drop the unit from
further study. However, 25 comments from
one mid-westarn stae, idernitical in content,
were submitted several times by the same
individuals, associated with the same
organization. Although the majority of the
comments were opposed to the Bureau’s pro-
posed decision, none offered adequate infor-
mation to change the recommendation. The
Forest Service supports the BLM decision to
drop the unit from further study.

LaBarge Islands
WY-040-114, 115, 116

Unit Desecription

These three units consist of three adjacent
islands in the Green River. They were combined
into one narrative. These islands appear to be
stable and well established. The vegetation
ranges from large stands of mature cotton-
woods to meadows of native grasses. Between
these are found willows and other water
associated species. There'is no significant
topographic relief on any of the islands.

Generat Summary of Characteristics

Size. These three isiands contain 55 acres,

25 acres and 100 acres respectively, for a
tofal of 180 acres. Field investigation has
shown that these islands are, in fact, only
‘intermittent in nature. By the end of summer
months, scattered areas of standing water are
all that ramain to separate the “islands” from
the mainland. These three peices of land can-
not be considered as true islands. Due to this
and the fact that their combined acreage is
far less than 5,000 acres, they will bg dropped
from further consideration in the Wilderness
Review.

Naturalness. These three islands show only
limited evidence of man's activities. There are
signs of use by cattle, horses, ORVs, picnickers
and fishermen. This use is not intensive and
has not significantly impaired the natural condi-
tion of the islands. There is significant evidence
of use by a variety of wildlife.

Outstanding Opportunities. The opportunity for
solitude is limited by the small size of the unit
and the lack of diversity of landform to provide
effective screening, The Town of LaBarge is
located on a bluff across theriver only a few
hundred yards west of the main island. These
factors combine to severely limit any ocutstand-
ing opportunity to experience solitude.

The LaBarge Islands do offer some outstanding
recreation opportunities, including fishing,
boating, picnicking, camping and limited hunt-
ing. The unconfined nature of these activities,
however, is limited somewhat by the small size
and lack of diversity of the unit.

Supplemental Values. The most significant
supplement value that these islands offeris in
the form of wildlife habitat for waterfow! nest-
ing, raptor nesting, moose and deer wintering
areas, and fisheries habitat. The islands also
provide a very valuable “green belt” area for the
Town of LaBarge.

Public Comments

The five comments received on the LaBarge
1slands were all from Wyoming. There were
three comments in opposition to the proposed
action of dropping the islands from further
study. These comments offered no information
to change the proposed decisions. The other
two comments agreed with the proposal on the
basis of size. The final decision is to drop these
three units from the inventory.

New Fork Islands
WY-040-125

Unit Description

This unit consists of two adjacent islands in the
New Fork River, located approximately

10 miles from Boulder, Wyoming. Both istands
appear to be stable and well established. The
vegetation ranges from large stands of mature
cottonwoads to meadows of native grasses. Be-
tween these are willows and other water assaci-
ated species. There is no significant topo-
graphic relief on.either of the islands.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The two islands total 72 acres. The largest
contains 54 acres and the second island con-
tains approximately 18 acres, of which one or
two acres in the northeast corner are private
land.

Maturalness. The naturalness of the island has
been impaired by intensive grazing. Due to the
relatively small area invelved, caitle grazing has
resulied in cencentrated and widespread im:
pacts on the island’s natural character. Approx-
imately one-half mile of féence runs across the
southwestern end of the area. At the northwest
projection of the island, vehicles cross at ibw
water. In this area, two-track ways are evident.

Qutstanding Opportunities. Because of their
size, outstanding-opportuinty to experience
solitude does not exist on the islands. Addition-
ally, no topographic relief is available to provide
screening. Screening is available from vegeta-
ticn, but this is not sufficient to overcome the
limitations of size.

A good opportunity does exist for a few activi-
ties (e.g., fishing, camping, hunting, birdwatch-
ing, and picnicking), but these opportunities are
only slightly better than those available in adja-
cent or nearby areas,

Supplemental Values. The New Fork island Unit
provides significant habitat for waterfowt and
raptor nesting. A variety of duck species,
Canada geese and raptors were observed
during field investigations. The islands are
heavily used by moose during the winter.

Public Comment

This unit received three comments, all of which
were from Wyoming. Two agreed with the pro-
posed decision to drop the unit from further
study. The one comment which disagreed with
the proposal failed to provide a rationale for
their disagreement. Therefore, the final deci-
sion is to drop the.wunit from further study.

The Pinnac'les - Big Empty
WY-040-314, 315

Unit Description

This combined unitis located in northeastern
Sweetwater County about 32 miles northeast of
Rock Springs. Geologically, the Pinnacles are
formations which are unique to this area due o
their pyramid-like structure. The many small
geologic microsites found within this unit con-
sist of small sandstone sculptures, volcanic
dikes and badland and windblown type fea-
tures. Agate nodules and many types of fossils
are available on Alkali Rim and the Pinnacles.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. Originally, this unit consisted of two
units: the Pinnacles unit with 8,055 acres and
the Big Empty unit with 6,160 acres. During
intensive inventory, the boundary “road” be-
tween the north and seuth unit was found not
to meet the definition of a road, but instead

. was a rather faint jeep trail. The boundary line

was therefore redrawn to combine the two
units and to exclude state and private lands
within the units. The combined size is 13,797
acres.

Naturalness. The Pinnacles-Big Empty unit has
been scarred by man'sintrusions at a number
of places. Twelve jeep trails and old access

-ways run for atotal of 17.1 miles. Three are

either very faint and overgrown or are now im-
passable. The others vary from noticeable to

“faint but are more evident than the first three.

Eight seismograph trails cut through this unit
for a total of just over 22 miles. Three
seismograph trajls are quite noticeable and por-
tions of them are being used for vehicular traf-
fic. There are three drilisites with their associ-
ated access ways. While none of these intru-
sions can be seen from the top of the Pinnacles
due to the angle and vegetation screening, they
are quite noticeable when hiking in the unit. On-
ly 2,960 acres,an area that surrounds the Pin-
nacles, meets the naturalness criteria.
Outstanding Opportunities. For most of the
unit, one person or group using the area
would find the solitude remarkable high. How-
‘ever, gentle topography and a number of other
visitors would break the feeling of solitude.

The most outstanding opportunity for solitude

would be in the extremely unique geologic for-
mations of the Pinnacles themselves. The rim
country on the naorth side of Alkali Creek does
possess some high values of solitude, but
similar country to the west and south makes
its outstanding character questianable.

Camping among the Pinnacles is a unigue.and
stimulating desert experience. The many micro-
sites of unequal geologic formations and phe-
nomenon provide for outstanding sightseeing
opportunities. Pinnacle climbing, backpacking,
photography and hiking are ail outstanding.
Other recreational opportunities include wild-
life photography and observation of wild horse
herds, horseback riding, big game hunting,
small.game and game bird hunting and rock-
hounding, but these are not outstanding.

Supplemental Values. The Pinnacles are a well-
known natural landmark of the Red Desert. They
are nesting grounds for the ferruginous hawk.
The entire area is pronghorn antelope summer
range and year-round witd horse range. Elk and
deer also use the area to some extent. Many
types of raptors and other predators use the
area for their hunting grounds.

Public Comment

This unit received 57 comments, 53 of which
were from Wyoeming. Most of the comments (42)
favored the proposed decision to drop the unit
from further review, while 12 opposeditand
three were in-between. Only one comment pro-
vided enough specificinformation 1o evaluate
intrusions. The remaining comments were a
general vote for or against wilderness, ad-
dressed supplemental values, or addressed
livestock, recreational use or energy develop-
ments. These topics would be covered in the
study phase. Because of a lack of naturalness,
the proposed decision to drop this unit is now
final.

Bush Creek
WY-040-319

Unit Dascription

This unit is one of extremely flat topography
and one can look from one end of this unit to
the other. This topography is typified by an
open, flat, grass covered plain, broken in the
extreme southern end by the Bush Creek drain-
age. This drainage and a small ridge afford the
main topographic refief. :

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. This unit is located in northeastern Sweet-
water County about 38 miles northeast of Rock
Springs. The unit contains 15,186 acres.

Maturalness. Eight seismic lines and eight two-
track ways have a significant impact upon the
naturalness of the unit. A deteriorating struc-
tureis also present. Finally, an airstrip located
just north of the Fremont Energy Base Camp
pokes into the unit across the eastern boundary:
road. All of these intrusions are very visible
from anywhere in the unit, thus reducing the
naturalness of the area towunacceptable levels
for wilderness consideration.

Outstanding Opportunities. The extremely flat
and cpen topography prevents one from enjoy-
ing outstanding opportunities for solitude
unless totally alone. The best opportunities are
within'the Bush Creek drainage and a smail
ridge at the extreme southern end of this unit.
However, these opportunities are by no means
outstanding.

Though not considered outstanding, primitive
and unconfined recreational activities are avail-
able within this unit. They include horseback
riding, hiking, camping wildlife photography,
bird watching, rockhounding and general sight-
seeing. These sarne activities could be avail-
able from similar or more varied terrain in this
portion of Wyoming.

Supplemental Yalues. Pronghorn antelope, wild:

horses, deer, coyotes, raptors and small mam-
mals use this area.

Of ecological significance is the fact that this
region is a portion of the Red Desert of the
Great Divide Basin. Local and national conser-
vation groups have identified this general area
as deserving special protection,

The area appears rich in petrified wood and
some fossils — this is probably anextension of
the extensive fossil and petrified wood beds
found to the north in Oregon Buttes and Honey-
comb Buttes Wilderness Inventory Units.

Public Comment |

Fifty-three of the 57 total comments on this unit

were local. One comment each came from four
otherstates: Colorado, Utah, Missouri and Mas-
sachusetts. One-fourth of the total favored the
proposed decision, but only one provided -
specific information to help evaluate wilder-
ness criteria, Another 13 comments favored
this area as a WSA if it was combined with
other units of the Red Desert.

After careful review of all public comments, the
final decision is that the Bush Creek unit does
not meet the criteria for Wilderness Study Area
status and the unit is therefore dropped from
the inventory.

Harris Slough
WY-040-326

Unit Description

This unit is located in southeastern Fremont
County about 33 miles south of Lander.

The areais characterized by gently rolling
bunch grass and big sagebrush covered hilis
creased by sage filled draws and washes inter-

_mitted with vast open expanses of flat range,
dotted with grass, pebbles, slate and shale. The
Wind River Mountain Range lies to the north.
Harris Slough cuts to the nerth halfway across
the unit, and Continental Divide ridge runs west
to east across the center of the unit. .

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit totals 13,225 acres of federal
land.

MNaturalness. At first glance, the Harris Slough
appears to be in anatural state, but closer
inspection reveals ten seismograph trails totall-
ing over 23 miles, two major two-tracks totatling
seven miles and five other jeep trails which
total 4.5 miles. Other intrusions include nine
separate pits, drill site or pads apparently
associated with uranium prospecting, two
sheep camps, three oil and gas well sites and
numerous uranium claim stakes. Individuaily,
these man-made intrusions have only a moder-
ate impact upon the level of naturalness within
this unit. However, when combined, these intru-
sions made man's work in a relatively smalf
area quite noticeable.

Outstanding Opportunities. If only one party of
people are in this unit at a time,solitude is a
strong quality within the unit. However. the

‘relatively flat topography, wide open vistas and
comparatively iow acreage combine to limit out-
standing opportunities for solitude if two to
three ormore parties were in this unit,

‘Due to a large amount of acreage which sur-
rounds Harris Slough that is relatively simitar in
characteristics to this unit, the opportunities
for primitive and unconfined recreation which
do exist are not considered outstanding. Types
of opportunities which are available include
haorseback riding, backpacking, hunting, bird
watcthing, nature and wildlife photography and
possibly cross country skiing.

Supplemental Values. Harris Slough does con-
tain several outstanding supplemental values,
including ecological, wildlife, scenic and his-
torical and cultural values. This unit is a remote
region lying just north of Honeycomb Buttes
and is a remnant sample of what once was the
great western range. Wide, vast expanses of
open range supporting a bunchgrass communi-
ty are characteristic of this unit. The ecological
community here is sagebrush, bunch grass and
perennial forbs in a near natural state.

Wildlife within this area inciude pronghorn
antelo_pe, raptors, wild horses, deer and an
occasional coyote. The Wyoming Game and
_Fish Department has stated that this areais
important pronghorn summer range and wilder-
ness management would enhance antelope
herds as well as mule deer in the area.

While not termed spectacular, the landscape
does have its subtleties which makes it
scenically attractive. The gold, velvety covered
hills with their silver-grey spired ridges con-
trasted against the dark green creases of the
draws make a pteasing sight.

Of historical and cultural significanceis that
the Oregon Trail passes Harris Slough just 1-1/4
miles to the north, thus in all likelyhood, early
pioneers and immigrants roamed and camped
throughout this unit. American Indians also in-
habited this region. Five oid teepee rings and
some stone chippings were found. :

Public Comment

Public comment on this unit was all local (nine
comments) and three comments were of value

in helping to determine intrusions. Seven of the .

total favored the proposed decision to drop this
unit from the review process. Six of the total ad-
dressed values that will be addressed in the’
study phase. The final decisionis to drop the
unit from the inventory.

Elk Mountain
WY-040-327

Unit Description

This unit is located in south central Sublette
County about 22 miles rorth of Farson.

The topography of this unit consists of alarge
J-shaped ridge which comprises £k Mountain
which is surrounded by flat to gentle slopes
which edge up to the sharp rock ridge. There are
afew smali draws that run up to the ridge top.
The mountain is flat to gentle sioping on top
surrounded by steep cliffs which then grade out
torolling hills and flatlands. Vegetation ranges
from near climax big sagebrush and grease-
wood draws to sparse grass, saltbush and
rabbitbrush on the ridges and siopes. The tall
greasewood and big sage exist mostly on the
deeper sand foam type sotls. Some scattered
juniper and limber pine may be found on the
east side, as well as sorme aspen and mountain
mahogany stands in small scattered areas. Ele:
vations are 7,000 feet at the base of Elk Moun-
tain to 7,882 feet at the summrit.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The unit has 7,795 acres of public/land. it
is bounded on the west, south and east by
roads and state land, and to the north by private
land, state land and roads. 1

Naturalness. The Elk Mountain area has been
rather severly scarred by man's activities
except for the main rocky spine of the moun-
tain. Intrusions include 26 two-track trails rang-
ing in length from 1/4 to two miles and total 16.7
miles, six seismograph lines cutting across the
mountain fora total of five miles. a cherry-stem
road 1.1 miles long, a 3/4 mile long fence line,
ten man-made reservoirs within the unit and a
gravel pit. About one guarter of the reservoirs
still hold water. From anywhere aleng the ridge,
one can look down the various siopes, draws
and lesser ridges and see the imprint of man on
the area. For these reasons, it is determined
that this unit does not meet the standards
needed f?r further wilderness consideration.

Outstanding Opportunities. The topography of
Eik Mountain and the number and types of man-
made intrusions make eblaining cutstanding
solitude rather hard to find. The spine of the
mountain would effectively cut off users from
each other; however, cnce one leaves the main
ridge and descend onto the hills or flatiands
which surround the mountain. one comes under
the influences of vehicles which may be using
the roads surrounding the area.

There is similar terrain found in this section of
Wyoming and Elk Mountair does not offer any
“outstanding” opportunities for primitive and
unconfined types of recreation. Recreational
opportunities which do exist are hiking,
horseback riding, backpacking, camping and
wildlife and nature observation and-phato-
graphy. Rock climbing may be possible along -
the rocky cliffs which plummet from the top of
the mountain.

Supplemental Values. Elk Mountain is critical

-~ mule deer winter range for much of the deer
herd which ranges north to the Prospect Moun-
tain and Wind River foothills in the summaer. Elk
also use the area in winter. During bad winters
Elk Mountain is about the best range that deer’
and elk have inthis area and even then it is -
often not enough. ;

The mountain is also used for nesting golden
eagles and prairie falcons. Undoubtedly, it is
alsa used as a hunting ground by many other
raptor species.

Gther wildlife include sagegrouse, jackrabbits,
prairie dogs, ground squirre!s, cottontail rab-
bits, badgers, weasels and coyotes. Also, it is

- very possible that one or more cougars inhabit

the area during winter when deer are concen-
trated within the area.

Agatized fossil wood, small fossils and
petrified wood make rockhounding popuiar.

Public Comment

" A total of seven comments were received, with
six of these from Wyocming. One of the com-
ments came from Ohio. Only two comments
favored the proposed decision to drop this unit
while five comments were against the proposal.
Six addressed supplementai values, areas
usually covered in the study phase, or were too
general ta be used to evaluate wilderness
criteria. The final decision is to drop the unit
from the inventory.

Anvil Wash-Buite Creek
WY-040-403, 404

Unit Description

. The Butte Creek unit is basically typical of the

cold desert which is common throughout south-
west Wyoming. The plains area is partially
broken by dry drainages running to the south-
east. There are few trees and no prominent
landmarks.

General Summary of Characteristics

Size. The stze of the area recommended for
intensive inventory as a result.of thelnitial
Inventory Decision was originally reported as
22.560 acres. This is a.combination of two
inventory units — Anvil Wash (WY-040-403).
which was 10.157 acres and Butte Creek
(WY-040-404) which'was 12403 acres.

Naturalness. During the intensive inventory ten
resenvoirs. a contour furrowing, two fences and
five routes were felt to substantially impact the
naturafiness of the entire unit.

Outstanding @pportunities. With the limited
screening provided by the scattered junipers
the only moderate screening provided by the
drainages. it was felt the area did not offer
opportunities to avoid the sight or sounds of
others who might be visiting the unit.

The apportunities for hiking. norseback riding,
photography, bird watching and some sightsee-
ing are avaifable within this unit. it was felt that
while available, these opportunities were not
outstanding.

Supplemental Values. The area provides habitat
for antelope. The windward side of the stable
sand dunes located throughout the unit contain
evidence of earty man. y

Public Comment

No public comments were received. The pro-
posed decision to drop the unit. therefore, is.
now final,




