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NEVADA 

The Petroleum Information file lists eighteen veils 

in Nevada, all in Nye and White Pine Counties. Most lie 

in Railroad Valley, Nye County 

As might be expected in the Basin and Range Province, 

a large percentage (72 %) of the wells have anomalous geo-

tbrmal gradients (> 35 C/km). Of the five low temperature 

wells, four are grouped within a radius of one-half mile. 

These are in T 9 N-R 56 E, Nye County. A possible explan­

ation for the low gradients here, in proximity to relatively 

high gradients, is cooling due to circulating ground water. 

The remaining low gradient well lies in White River Valley 

near Adams-McGill Reservoir. Ground water may be the cause 

of cooling in this well also. 

The anomalous gradients in Nevada fall into the 

following ranges: 

Gradient Number of Wells 

> 50°C/Km 3 

> 45°C/km 6 

> 40°cAm 10 

> 35°C/Km - 13 , 

The average depth of temperature measurement for the 

three wells with gradients greater than 50°C/km is 869 meters, 

while- all other anomalous gradients were calculted from an 



-2-

average depth of 1,742 meters. Higher temperatures than 

indicated by the gradients may exist at shallow depths in 

these wells. 

One of the three highest gradient wells has a location 

which might be fsrorable for low temperature energy utilization 

This well lies about three miles southeast of East Ely. A 

temperature of 54.4 C at a depth of 838 meters was recorded 

here. Other high gradient wells appear to be too far from; 

settled areas to be considered fkr any sort of energy usage. 
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