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1. Dr. Carl Austin, Geothermal Research Speda.1ist from the China Lake 
1h'npons Center, California, visited Hountain Home Air Force Base on the 
2:>rd of AUGust 1977. His visit was a seni-officia1 one since he was in 
the n.rt:a on private business and vacation. 

2. Dr. Austin 'Wished to sec the base layout, existing types and locations 
of b13e utilities and meet base personnel with .."hom he and others of his 
staff ,{ould be dealing when geothermal explorntion and development is ini
tiutcd on base. He a.lso wished to see the Saylor Creek R8:nee. 

3. He net initially with Mr. John Barrutia, Chief of' Oivil Engineering 
1'1' 0:31' (1!'1 Developmel1t (DEPD) who arranged meetines with Lt Col Hario B. 
Gir;llctti (BCE) and Captain Lynn Jordan (JA). A briefing on geothermal 
reGources was presented to Lt Col Phillip Clar}c, Deputy Base Commander. 
Lt Col Gimlctti, Captain Jordan and Hr. John Darrutia attended the briefing 
in t}lC 13£:.5e Commander's office. . 

'r. ~.'he presentation began with a technical overview of' geothermal resources 
tlnd ]10\; they occur in the world (copy attached). This was presented orally 
by Dr. Austin and augmented with 35mm color slides. 

5. As far as technical data about geothermal potential at t-1'tn. Home AFB 
is concerned, Dr. Austin said he has obtained already-available geothermal 
data from various sources such as the USGS. There' rlefinitely are many 1n
dicntions that geothermal potential exists here. - 'ttle more data is 
required before an exploration veIl is drilled. Ij~. Austin indicated that 
the only additional data required would be 10C-Ring temperature fradients 
in several of' our existing domestic water wells. He is especially inter
ested in obtaining tenperatures in our abandoned 'Water wells, one on ba.se 
[ond one at Saylor Creek. A man by the name of Da.vid Blackwell, Dept. of 
Geological Sciences, Southern Hethodist University, Dallas, Texas will 
T::-'oll2.cly be the one to obtain this data from us sometime in the near future. 

C. 'l'ne idea that problens with geothermal are simple or non-existent is 
fal12.ciouB. These are some of the problems we should be prepared to deal 
\lith: 

11. Extreme aggressiveness of' non~condensibles vented from most geo
~;hU·Ulls. Some "dir.ty" eeothernal non-condensi bles steadi' 'r ruin equip
:::cnt :from the' inside out. 
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b. Cusses. vapors, mists and dusts are $ometimcs expelled. from plants 
to create ('nyiror;.:~cntal ],roblems. 

c. There are problems with the visual impact o-r e:eothermal plants. 

d. Problems o-r waste water disposal. 

e. Audible impact of exploratio' '~nd production. 

7. The l::lost siGnificant problems to deal with I1.re leeal problems. Captain 
,Tor dan ' (.JA) has been provided with more detailed in:formation on legal 
problems experienced by Naval Weapons Center people; however, these are a 
i'O\{ of tl1cm: 

a. H'nen a geothermal well is developed, temperature and mineral content 
o-r the resource raises leea1 questions of whether the resource comes under 
jUTisdiction of nining lmTs for mineral rights or under Jurisdiction of 
,rater Im .... s for water rights. 

'b. Further, there will be many interested or concerned non-owners 
(.ind.udiug reGulatory agencies): 

(1) Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

(2) Energy Research and Development Agency (ERDA) 

(3) Idaho Public utilities Commission 

(4) USGS - Conservation Division 

( 5) USGS - lvater Resource Division 

(6) Elmore and Owyhee Counties 

(7) Duck Valley Indian Tribal Council 

(8) Sierra Club, et a1 

(9) Industrial bidders such as Union Oil, Getty Oil, Gulf Oil, 
Idaho Power Company. 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

(l3) 

(14) 

U. S. Forest Service 

Bureau of Reclamation 

Idaho Power Company and any other transmission line owners. 

Idaho Water Resource Board 

Idaho·Bureau of Mines and Geoloror • 
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8. 'l'he problems of finding and pro!lucinS eeothel"1T1al energy are real and 
should not be glossed over. The opportunities~ however, are tremendous, 
and the rewll.rds, both financial and in terms of freedom :from imported r...ydro
cn.rboll fuels, are well vorth pursuing. 

9. Dr. Austin predicted that Mountil.in Horne ,,'Ould have an exploratory well 
drilling operation Boing sometime in the winter of calendar year 1978. 
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