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SOTHERMAL ENERGY DEVELOFMTNT LFFORTS AT
MOUNTATN HOME AIR FORCE BASE, IDAHO
BY JOHN BARRUTIA

1. Jamuary 1977: Mountain Home Air  1ce Base made initial contacts with U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) officials in soise, Idaho, Menlo Park, California and

Derwer, Colorado for information and advice concerning Geothermal FEnergy poten-
tizl in Elnore and Ouyhee counties.

2. Tebruary 1977: Mountain Home Air Force Base contacted Energy Research and
seveleprent Apency (ERDA), Washington, D.C. for possible funding of Geothermal
henetaisance study at Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho - no funds available.

3. April 1977: Mountain Home Air Force Base letter to HO TAC/Civil Engineering
requested funding for Geothermal energy recomnaisance study at Mountain Home
Aslr iurce Pase, Idaho - no funds available.

4. April 1977: Mountain Home Air Force Base officials met with USGS Regional
Geovhiernal coordinator and Boise based USGS officials in efforts to initiate
Gectbermal ‘exploration on Mountain Home Air Force Base.

- Scope of USGS funding did not include exploration on or around proximity
of lountain Yome Air Force Base.

5. May 1977: Civil and Fnvirormental Engineering Development Office (CEEDD)
EQ ADIC at Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida contracted with Maval Weapons Center,
Crina ILake, California to determine Geothermal potential at Mountain Kome Air
Jorce Rase,

6. loverber 1977: Results of Naval Weapons Center study of Geothermal potential
~at Mountain Home Air Force Base indicated signific nt Geothermal energy exists
ot Sayior Creek Gunnery Range (possible generatin, juality of water) and at
ountain Lome Alr Force Base for space heating.

7. Dovember 1977: 1Q TAC letter to Mountain lome Air Force Pase relayed CEEDO
infrnition that the entire Geothermal —exploration propram may be delayed unril
P U o later due to lack of funding,

¢, lren 1978: HQ TAC requests DOE to give priority consideration for Geothermal
wansiration projects at Mountain Home Air Force Base/Saylor Creek Range.

9. July 1978: 1Q ADIC (CEEDO) letter to Department of Energy requested assist-
anee in verifying Geothermal potential at Mountain Home Air Force Base and for
priovivy funding consideration for Geothermal exploration project,

10, Bovanber'1978:  Message from HQ ADTC (CEEDO) request epresentatives from

Semtain Hon2 Afx Force Dase for meeting at Boise, Idaho wion officials of USGS,
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Results of meeting indicated lack of funds for all agencies involved,
Apercics are reluctant to expend funds in locations where known Geothermal
rasources are nol present,

11.  July 1979: Geothermal exploration project for Mountain Home Air Force
Rase included in FY 82 Military Construction Program (MCP) due at HO TAC by
4 September 1979, -

12, July 1980: Geothermal explorati.. project for Mountain Home Air Force
Bose included in FY 83 MCP because of slippage out of FY 82 program.

13. Miy 1981: Geo-heat Utilization Center, Oregon Institute of Technology,
Klarath Falls, Oregon met with Civil Engineering officials and offered to pre-
peve preliminary engineering and economic analysis for geothermal heating of
bzse vesidential area.

4. June 1981: Geo-heat Utilization Center provided preliminary engineering
ard elonomic aralysis for geothermal heating of base residential area.

5. July 1981: Geothermal exploration project for Mountain Home Air Force
Bage included in FY 84 MCP because of slippage out of FY 83 program,

6. January 1982: HQ TAC/DIMUC letter advised Mountain Home Air Force Base
of "TAC's and Tyndall's inability to obtain development money for geothermal
exploration. Requested Mountain Home Air Force Base Civil Engineering to
explore furding sources (?7?) and ''start a spark", ’_




