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The question of whether geot hcrmal cnCI'g}" 

would assume a significant role in the total eoc'rgy 
supply fmmework largely depends upon its com
petitiveness wit.h other altcrnat.in's. In the l:.S., 
the most. important competitor is nuclear pOIl'f'r. 
At prescnt, newly ordcred nuclear powei· plants 
vary in cost from 8500 to SIOOO pCI' kilowatt of 
capacity, whil e new dr)'-stcnm plants nrc b(.ing 
ordercd at Ie.'., than 8200 pel' kiloll':ltt. 

An econom ic analy:,is, baser! upon dit1'crcnt :I~ _ 
sllmptions, shows that the diffl'rC'ntial bctll'el'n 
nuclear and geothermal power phnt cost:; i.-; suf
ficiently great to ju.itify exploration for rc"ourcl:;'; 
that were con,idered submarginal hitherto. de
velopment of more expensi\'e binary cycle pOW('r 
plants, and cxtraction of cnergy .from hot dry 
rock . 
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