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The utility of microearthquake detf'ctirJl1 ll1 

geothermal exploration has ]'('('n ('stahli~hcd by 
others. This paper addresses the problem of loca­
tion of the~c yelT small c\"ent,; when thr:\' nre 
detected on 1 to 8 seismic st.:ltion'i in :1I"I'a.; with 
poor \'elocity control. A comparnti\'c "tlld~' of 
both the accmae), and precision of \' arious loc:l-

tion methods is gi\·en Ui;ing examples frOnl 3 

Xeyac!a gcothermal sUITey funded by ::'\SF. 
A method of magnitude determination ba~ed On 

amplitude and dumtion was used to assei'S the 
seismicity of the area sun·eyed. The seismicity 
of an area can be establishcd if a largc number ~i 
C\'cnts are recorded and if magnitudes are assigned 
to the ennts detected. 'When a commercial geo­
thermal resen'oir is found, careful monitorin; oi 
seismicity is necessan' to e5tablish the effect of 
fluid withr.lrmval anci reinjection on the acti\"(o 
tectonica of such regions. 
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