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Public Relations

Most people in Arizona do nol know ahoul geothermal conergy nor are
they aware of ihe sinte's tranendous potential for this valuable
resgurcee,  In this insiance public relations involves thoe selling of
an idea and a comodity. In order Lo sell the connpdity, the idew of
geothermnl encrgy Use nust be sold [irst,

The residents ol the 3tate of Arizona, receiving over 300 cloudless
days por year, have long been awarc ol the golar energy potentisl, The
citizenry are entheusiastic about it; the poliiticilans and envirommental
preservation groups extole its values as THE alternate energy resource
for the state. Regretably, because of techaology problans, solar
energy use, now and in the forsccable short term futwve, will be nargi.-
nal from an ceconomic standpoint. Solar collection cells are at besd
big, cumbersome, expensive and must be kept very clean to be reagonably
el{icient. Solar energy storage syvsteams for use at night; or on cloudy,
rainy days ave primifive and again rather cunbersome, But I'm not tol-
ling you anyihing you don't alrondy know nor am 1 suggesting abandor--
ment of solar encrgy research and use, TFar from it; in the futwre we
will need all the solar energy rosources we can economically develop,

However, the technology for the cconomic development of geothormal
cnergy is here and now.  Should Congress, nexi year, pass the onnvibuas
bhill of geothermal energy logizlation being proposed by the Interagency
Geothermal Coordinating Council, wilh tax incentives, deplelion allow—
ances, ote, goothermold encrgy will be o highly competative, viable
alternate cnergy source.  The utility and energy companics are well
aware of geothormal enerpgy's trancndous potential for the generation
of electricity so that phase of the comndily selling will require
mininal effort, The generad public, however, must still bo educated,
especially in the vse of low to moderate tanmperature (30°-150°C)
ceothermnul resources,

I porsonally leel that the Departnent of Tnorpy, Division of
Geotherml knergy should lake the lead in this cducation process, A
franle accural o preosentalion of the geothermnd rosonce capabi ity could
bre: generaied through the oations] tabs, engineering conliaciors, slote
agencios and aviversities curtvently wndor contrecl to DOE/DGE.  An
expensive muss nedin satoration compaign e nol wareentod, the
contimully risingg cost of cnerpy will keep the general public very
interested in inesponsive aliorate onorgy sowees. Public speakingr,
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pamphlets, posters, bhunper stickers, shorl slide shows and £ hns as
well as pood pross coverage shouald be all thal's necesoary Lo get the

MESSAEE ACTOHS,

AT prosent our group Lries, on oo nost Lindted scale, o Tuliilld
thig function., We are, however, rather stuffy, forml geologists und
technicians vore wsod to conversing with other staffty, formoal
geolorists and Lechniciang than the gencoral public, It &5 a spare
Fime, somowhol wivanled, awvkward endesvor pertorned out of necessi Ly
by our pgroup,  Wo, as professionals, are painful iy aware that the
public relations Mmetions should be performed by a professional
public relations person working in conjuncetion with our pgroup.
this manner, the public volations porson could toke our dry scioentifie
rhetoria, jaze 1t up, sugar cosl it and mke 16 quite palitable for

consimplion by the general public,

In

There are ten siales in the BOW Heocky Mountain/basin snd Range
region,  One or bwo professional PR people with o secrelary, assignod
to and working in each of the ten stslos could probably work wonders
in making the goneral public aware of goeothermal onergy potontial,
1t mipght be more officlent and coonomic Lo centrally locato o =mall
stafl and work geveral states frow one office,  The money avallable
and {yvpe of vrogron dosired will dicinte the Togistics of the aclual
Drogran,

Geothernmt cnergy witl boe developed and osed. How fast goeothernal

onorpy will be doveloped and usod depends in Tareoe moasarae upxn how
woll o we gob our nessape noross Lo the gonoeradl publice,
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