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The Great Southwestern Arizona 
Overthrust Oil and Gas Play 

An Update 

Pa,k~r Drilling Rig number 166 on location in Pinal County, Arizona in 
January 1981. Grownd-to·crown height is about 140 feet. 

by Stanley B. Keith 

[hlllruary 17. l~l811_ Anschutl.-Tcxoma State No.1 10·2 IS his 
tory On February 14, 1981, Phillips PRtroleum. operdtms of thp. 
hole and the Anschut7-TexorTld overthrust play (seo Fieldnoles, 
v. 9, n 1. v to, fl 1), plulJ(Jed and abandoned Hie Pinal County 
test w(,Ii. Phillips hOld become onc-Hmd owner of the Anschutz
Texorna play in S(~ph"mber 1980 for about 60 million In cash and 
work commitments. 

A (cum! Phillips press release summcd up the nine million dollar 
t(;st dS "an unusual frontier effort" that entered granrtlc rock~ elt 
about 4,000 feet and terminated in granitic r()ck~ at 18.01:-1 foet 
"Without encounterlny ;my shows of hydrocarbons' The mumt 
drillinjJ established a new Arizona depth record smasfllng tho old 
o;cord of l?,tJOO feet set in 1912lly hx()n (formerly, Humble Rulin
Inl] Coo), 16 miles southeast of Tucson No new statermmts have 
been released on the notorious 'sediment' interval from 12,OSo to 
1::',063 feet that created so much speculation in early October of 
last year Unfortunately, the reported intention of Phillips to trardp.f 
the hotu to OJ loint gov~:rrlrneflt-ilcildenllc consortlurn for sCientific 
purposes has apPHfenlly iJeen frustrdted bccause of blockdge by 
lost equipment stuck in the hole at about I?OOO feet. 

Me;mwhile, about tour miles east southeast of Tombstone, in 
Cucillse COIlflty, Ari70fli-l (SW1/~, SWI/4 Sec 14 T ?OS, R. ?3[) il 
new test perrnltted for 20,000 feet is scheduled tu be~Jin Uli~i 

srrin~J. ThiS well Will be drilled by thu same Parker Uflfllnq Co rig 
now beinn disassembled at the Pinal County well location. Given 
ttlC rp.l]Ioflal geology around tile Tombstone drill site, this writer's 
prognosIs IS that tile rlew well Will encounter Precambrlall rocks 
(11 boY Pinal Schist ur, more likely, 1.4 by qrelnlte) within 10,000 
feel. ThE) alJthor also doubts that the Ilole Will reach anythlnq fledr 
the permitted depth uf 20,000 feet and that si[Jniflcant petroleum 
shows in Ihls area will be Ilnlikcly 

-I he Pinal County well closes WI nXCltlllg dmptul in the illslory of 
Ari70na geologiC (cseCln;h While flO thnlst fililit geoj()gy cOllsisteni 
With the bold and p(()vocatlvu Ansclll)t7 overthrust concept was 
apparently encolJfltered, this rp.viewer sw;pects the wf~11 Will evei'l
tually Ylcld a wealnl of sClerltific data that supports other models of 
low-angle tectoniC pilenorrlcna r"idted to crystalline rocks in 
ArI.(Ofn. We eanerly await any publication of the f\nschut7 Texoma 
No 1-10-;! (ellso known as Phillips Arliona State A 1) well data and 
post-mortem-Interpretations ~ 
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